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OF aIl the probleiiis which present themiselves for solution te the practical
politician cf te-day, thcose arisimîg frot raî'i- prcjtiîdict-, would appear te lie

the tîteet intricate aend the iîîcst hopi-ltssly inîsolulet. \\'cre ticere aîîy

fouridation cf reasmi iii th(e views wli<h ment take up Nwitli regard te their

nationality, thiere miglit lîe soutie lîteams cf miee'ting the difficulty ; but tîcere
is really no subject on which hmon adopt such streng views wiîlîout any
battis cf fact te support thîem. It was omîly thie other day, for inîstanmce,

tîtat Lord Roscbery, speaking in Edinburgh, wai-nod Scotsîîien upoi mie
accoutît te forgî-t tîteir tîatiemîality ; antI evemi a Iî'arned mian like Bucklo
wrot(' mtaiiy abistruse' chaptersi with a viewV te poimltimg eut t}îe ditrlremîcî'

between thie Emiglisît amnd Scotch i iiIl-t. AmI v'et such mone mas linume
ILathiaiti, ane iilmd otet ir r-l ial îtlinnt îi rit ait telt-l us t hat tht' i rîlati tamîts

cf the Lowland]s cf ýScet IatiI ai-tc uimi Ion Itttil Iy il e-t ti (t-I fret îthie A iil es

wlîe gave their Itaîlit te l'îlm dit liith- nainet of Scot Itlngtly righit

te a bandl cf Irish fret-lîooteýrs, antI tilia scuttmi- ame t-tuite as Eiiglisli lis

the Emighish tîteinseîves-. Eveu the, tuit cf lilool aind ii-on t-anci ptersuade
the motn cf Alsace and Lorraiune that tlt-m fort-fat Iîtrs n-cri' Gtrnils, and
there are niaîiy thousands cf inisinvmi to-day whio pritît tht'iselves uipomi
nothing se much as their nationality, amîd whic y-t are tht' uninistakeahile
descendants cf the Saxon wltonî tltey 110w go 1liitterly tt-test. Instances
of the saniei description îîîight he ntultiplîed to allw't any extent, and the
emîly conclusion te lie drawcî frein theiti is that race, like religion, bias
bi-come sinîply a question cf faith--that it ltt nîmest itipo,,Ssble te deal with
it legically.

And yet this saine race pnîeIudice forns ont- cf tht- mest imuportant
factors in nmodermn politics, and it is omie cf the' niost useful cf aIl tools in
thîe btands cf the self-seeking professicîtal politiciami. As a Source cf danger
te our miodeni political institutionts its influence cati hardîy be exaggerated.
IUnder tlue old mntarchical fornti cf goveinnent it was cemparativeîy easy
tu hold ntixed races tegeth-r, but our mtodernu popular geverfiment is
siîîguharly ili adapted te cope Nvili tic difficuhty. l'o quote firomît Sir Il.
Maine '' 0lf ail mtod-rn ircetiaithe tii'uationalists tîppear te, be
the itîct itpracticable, aend cf ail goveîritiîuu-mts, popular ges-errnients set-tii

least ikely te dope with tti vuce(ussflilly. Noltedy cati say exactly what
Nationalists are, anil indeed lte dangerousmicos cf the lheory al-isos froît it
vagucîtess. It sceuts full cf the beeds cf future cis il conivulsioni. AS it is

sotîtetixues put, it appears te assumîe tutat memn cf oe particular race suifer
injustice if they are placed untider the sanie political institutions with mien
cf another race. But Race is just as anibigueus a terni as Nationality.
The earlier philologists had certainly supposed tuai the branches cf
îîîankind speakitig languages cf the sanie stock weî-e soniehoxv connected
by hîood ; but ne scholar non- believes tîcat tucis is more titan appî-eximnately

true ; for cenquest, contact, and the ascendapicy cf a particular literale clagtt
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have quite as much to dlo witlî comimunity of language as comnion descent.
Morcover, several of the communities clairuing the benefit of the new
theory arc certainly flot cntitled to it. The Irish arc an extreniely mixed
race, anil it is only by a perversioni of language that the Italiaiis cani be
called a race at ail. Tite fact is tliat any portion of a political society
which lins hiad a somnewhat difforent hisîtory froin the re.st of the parts cati
take advanitagc of the theory anti caini indepenilonce, and eaui thus
threaten the entire society with dismienberînent. Doiînocracies are quite
paru.lyzed by the plea of nationality. 'l'lere iii îlo mor0e effective way of
attacking thcmi thtan by adînitting the righit cf the înajority to goverl b)ut
denying that the niajority so entitled is the particular majority which
dlaimns thc right."

WVheni examined front titis point of view, the atteînpt te establish what
is called a Ilparti national '' in the Province of Quels-c, is both intoresting
and instructive, inasinuch as it is ant inîstancte of race prejudice, pur and
simple, witlîout a single solîd grievance behind it. Sir Il. Maine says that

it is only by a perversion cf languago that the 1 talians cati lie called a race
at ail, and the saine reinarkz is equally appilicabile to the Fr(ieh (,'anadli4n.
Apart front tic Jews, wlîo constitaite tone cf Uic feov existing races which
cani lay claimii to purity cf (lescent, there, are emily tsve races which enter
Iargely into the composition cf the petiple whiich new occupy the greater
part cf the Continent cf Europe and the British Colonies in the East and
West. The one is the Scniniaviain-'l'eutoici or Iin(lo-O'ernian, and the
other is the Celtic* ; the former still existîng on the shores cf Uic Baltic,
anil the latter still te be found on the West C'oast cf lreland, where they
preserve net only tîteir race but ifs traditions iii surit perfect purity that
they lirclably tliffi-r but slighitly frein their ancestors cf a thousaîîd yoars

ago. But the rest cf Europe lias been tîhe battle ground cf the, Races fer
centuries, and they have iiow bec-onie se inixed Up that it is alitncst impossible
te iturtivel the taigleîl 'tkciii That tie early settiers in France wero Ceîtic
is cf course lîeyond doiiht, but the very naine cf France is Cierman, and tue
population hll alrcaîly received a streng infusion cf the Grerman elemnent
front their Frankisili coniel-or, wi Ilieo and bis Norniamis teck peace.
aille possession cf tic city cf Rouien. It was front Norniandy that the
early si-ttlers in Now France principallv caille, as is iost itlitnctly proved
by the fact that the palois cf the Canatlian haiant is procisely similar at
tic preseiît day te tîtat o)f thlie Nerniandy peasant, and tie hardy Norse
sailor wlioiiî lie left, hvhlind. \NV lit-n the Frenich settier latided on the

short-s cf (laîîai1a, lie n'as alreaily partly Sctîudinavian and partly Toutonie,
altlicugh, te a large '-xt''t ('eltie. Itt ven since thon lie lias received a
fresh adiniixture cf the Scandimiavian eoent. Tlhe Gaspé district, fer

instance, derives its populationi largely freont the Clinil Islands, and the

namnes cf tîtsi(slaid Gisty,(urmîsey, Alderuiey, and Sarkc-are

distinctly Norse. Aîon- thei shores cf thle St. Lawrence, tee, ià is a

constant occurrence te miteet with Fencih-Canadians, whose naines are

characteristically Scotch, amîd wlîo still speak French witlî a broad Scotch

accent. Iliew thon cani the French-Canadian dlain te bt-long te a distincat
race'? The Englishmnan, hike hinîself, is a miixt.ure' cf Scandinavian, Teuton,
and Celt, and, althougli considerably hcss (5cltic tItan the Frenchrnan, it is

merely a question cf dogree. + The one point which is quite clear is this
-that if tie Frenchi -(½mîadian wîshes te dlaimi a distinct natienality cf hie

own, hie must base lus dlaim on langîmage and religion ;certaiîîly net on

race.

Thiet the Celts and iîlî-Geritans are roiittly citu tictel im lia doifbt trie; bitý

Lathanl 1)(tinltS Mtîtiat tHe Cel t. iiit have t' uketi away frii t h parent stock previous

ttî the evoutiin if tbe, ieclî'nitîn ttf moitts, aind tii throt'tusti hack to mticli a remutîte

periîtî that p racticielly we îîtay lotok ujîaii the races as dlistinct.

+ A littIe glassary otf I'reîich-(îiadiai w artIt, comîiiild lîy the late AIl. O scar Dulin,
gi .es nitich valîtaltle informiation oil tiihIis tii ect.

: Mr. Nichalas4, ia lus ', ' Ieîigiev of He ]tIlgl i4ît Pfl'e, i,' rives lteyttit a doubt
that tîtere is a eiiidterale ai iiix ttrî' of ('htic Moo 'litî tii, Eîgl isîtitait ltut tHe moire

f. et tîtat the Englisît and, Seotilite latter moîre~ estîcciallyl, have îîrestrveil t' a large exterit

the mîental characteristics if the Tentain is 1 îraif ptositive tîtat MNr. Nicîtulas lias soinoîvhat

,tverstated bis case. It wîîul' sîeenî iîralable tlîat tlte Engliýliiiian ii dltscenided frein a
Teiitaaic father and ta C,'ltic ioither. 'lle Saxoni iîiay have exterininated the British

itiet, bait ho wvatld îîrol.ally select a wife fi'()"' the waineii. JI lias îtften been asserteui
that; the race was improved liy the adinixtiire, but even tij im opent te question, and the

practical stcc5ss oif the Engli-shiai inay lic attrhîuted tii his insular position and the
utineral wealtli aftHie island. Th(, writer chisfai xireîewlen lieassertB that the

Norwegian sailar is vastly stiilenior ia every respect ta the Enghicli sailor. He is nione
intelligent, betten edlucted, sohieren, teinse industrion4, aîîd more reliable, and lus 1ihuck la
undoubted.


