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inaking wvater, anîd arriviîîg alongside iit a
8inking condition. Wlilst regrotting thisloss of life, i caiînot hielp inientiolîiimg tho
noble and d8voted inaîner iii which everv,
lîîdividtial perforine<lW8 bidty. Major Cop
land Crawford, tlîough severely ivotnded,
inanaged to fire two shiots froin bis rifle at1
the eneinly."1

Captain Lawlor died of his wounds i
soon after.

!t subsecjuently transpired that at the
point where the IlAlecto's " stearn cutter
was fired upon with such disastrous
results, Nanna liad put an advanced
position in the forni of a stock-
ado about twenty yards from and parallel
to the creek. The bush at this point is
so thick that it is impossible to see any,-
thing and had Commander Heugh flot
heard the voices and got bis pinnarîce
turned ini timie, il is more than probable
that flot a soul of that boat's crew would
have lived to tell the tale. 'lle stockac
wvas about 300 yards long and pierced
for 5o guns altbough 23 only were mount-
ed. These guns w'ere niuzzle loadîng
smooth bores firing projectiles of 7 to
9 lb. weigbt.

This stockade was carried a few days
later bv a party of Hausas (Niger
Coast Protectorate troops) and mnen from
H. M. ships IlAlecto " and " Phoebe'
The plan of operations having been to
]and the troops at the place where the
iron gaies had stood and cut a road up
te the stockcadc at somne little distance
froni the creek thtis taking the stockade
ià flank. As the btîshes and trees were
cut dovn îhey w-ere laid crosswîse Mn the
iiiud in !somtevlîa siiiar a mianner te a
Canadian cordeiny road, thuis givinig a
certain amiount of bouyancy and foothold.
Should, however, the luckless pedestrian
miss the logs and put his foot in the
liquid mud, it was ten to one that he
wotild have te be dragged out by bis
conirades. Man-rove inud is flot pleas-
ant. It soaks ilirough everything and
smells hori ibly. 1It is saîd that our army
in Flanders swore deeply. 1 do not
thînk they could have had haîf the induce-
ment to dlo so as had the inemnbers of the
Benin expedîîion of 1894. But then, of
course, sailors do flot swear, it is onlv
troopers who are allowed to gîve vent te
their feelings in this maniner. Afier
capturing the stockade, the force pushed
on towards the town but found it im-
possible to take it by this route, on ac-
counit of the number of sinall creeks to
cross and want of firmn ground on w~hidi
to place the guns. A retirernent on the
ships IlPhoebe" and " Alecto" was deem-
ed îecessary. Owing to the difflcuhty of
dragging the guns back the conmmiand
was given to spîke the 7 pr. IPhoebe's
gun and thro'v it into the creek. The 7
pr. gun, gun-carriage and Nax:in gun
cariiage were thus dîsposed of and a re-
tîrement in excellent order covered by a
rear guard of Phoebe's men was successful-
ly carried out. the whole force being cm-
barked by haîf past seven the same even-
ing. As a result of this day's work, il
was found that the force available was iii-
sufficient to cope with Nanna and dis-
lodge hiln fromi a position, offering by
natural obstacles and 1 solated situation
so many difficulties te the besieger.
Captaîn IPow'ell, commanding 1-1. M. S.
" Phocee" reported to the Conimander-
in-Chief as folIows:

*Tlioro eau hix,îno question 1hit Iit
Naliixa's position k a Very Strotîg oue -luhs
tovn up a creeck, or ratier (di, at least
a ile long. wliicli, as iliutcîîait-C01in-
mander ltgli expriviiccd, is ohbstl.qittpd
iid b, Ordo' yoitluaice ( f ilewst -
Jr rniuder calibrae ouiniuîdiuig the arw'-

lie diteli it-"lf only' lolds 'iogi wari %.taýr i,
foat one of Our lonts ianied .111(l arîied
for abotttwo uottr b bfore îd kft(i'r iigli
water, anis so iiatrrov liait a tault
(ouild tiot tîri roiiiffl ior a piilliiig int u:~e
oars."

More ships %were telegraplied for and

on the î8th of September the Cominand- 1
er-in-Chief of the West African squadron 1
(Rear-Admiral F. G. D. Bedford, C. B.,>
arrived in H. M. S. " Philomel> and as-
sumed the conduct of affairs. The
total force at bis disposai consisted of
about one hundred Hausa troops (Niger i
Coast Protectorate force) and the inen
of the "' Philoinel", " Ph-eebe", " Alecto" 1
and " Widgeon." The British sailor is a i
wonderfully clever fellow and inv'ariablyi
rises t thie occasion. 'ro get the i
direction of the town from the arichor-i
age in the Benin Rver was most imi-
portant. The Phoebe's rigged up aspar in
prolongation of their fore top niasi. plac-
ed a mari with a coînpass and spy-
glass in a " crow's n est" and thus we,
being enabled te sec the roofs of the
houses inloiiii ro e over the tops of
the Mang~rove trees, gave the compass
bearin-, to those on deck andl by mneans
of instruments the guins were laid on the
town of Brohiernie. Shelliiig by the ships
guns was carried on for several days
and did considerable execution. It was
reported by ceserters froîn Nanna's peo-
ple that tlhe ire wvas so accurate that tlhe
shells were droppin- into the town and
"m-aking huge ponds.' We afterwaids
sauv the truth of th1î;, a sheli falling
int the soft earth and exploding on
impact would niiake a large excavation
which fillcd wîth water when it rained.
'l'le natives description about the pionds~
was a very good one. liiere werc many
incidents coniuecýec with the shellîng,
ene of whili thhapecdba Party ni
cartiplayers assemibed ini a Ciicf's lhmise
in Brolheirîje. l)uring the tiamue a shell
came through the roof and buirs*:in, is
re ported to have kîilied i 3 of the ene-
niv. Traces cf this incidIent afterwards
preo'ed thmathie stoiy %vaflot a "fatiry
taie."' ln conductîng operations of %var.
in \West Aftica, one of the greatesî
dimfculties is to obtain :ccurate inforin-
ation. The native by nature is given
te exaggeraîion and niendacity. 'This
shielling had a great effect on Nanria.
It must be remiernbered that the ships
were anchored about 3,000 yards f roîr.
the towvn and invisible om-ng te the
bushes. It vas pasi. bis comprehcnsion
how explobives cotild be lopped dovn
on bis head fromn sucli a distance and
fromi vessels out of sight. In order to
stimulate hîs people te fight, the savage
mîn(l had recourse to unpardonable
atrocities. \Vhen a black mian is drovil-
ed and seaked fer sonmetinme in sait ater
lie turns a sickly yellowish white. lie
treated six slaves captured from Sobes
in thîs marnner, cut off thier heads plac-
ed them on long spears and bad them
cari ted round the tewn, saying, " Sec
the lîeads of the white nien that 1 have
killed in the fight." Our borror can be
imagined when we caine upon the
headless bodies, swollen te an abneor-
mally disgusting size, floating down the
creek and rendering the already un-
hcaltby air more putrid and deadlv.
The enemiv being se denmoralized owing
te the shellîng, i, vas determiiîed te
attack and rush tbe town. On the 23rd
of Septemnbe: having organized a parby of
woodcutters, these %vere broughî upil in
boats andi landed at the styckade whiclh
uvas nouv in our possession and defend-
from re-capture by a parby of the li-
lonel's Mue jackets whloliuad erectcd a
gun epauilement at the end ncarest the
tovu. 'l'le plan of operatîor.s va3 te cut a
road striking mb hie M ang rove Swaînp
frein the back of the stockade amt bend-
ing gradwilly to ti-e North so as to
Couic ont 01 iei u .Is S:(!(. deof the oý n
and onm ther h.ud groiund which wvas re-
porie<I t0 bc there. Each uwoodci(er
wsas pro%~ ided with a îiaclîcîe, a desc iî> -
tion of cut1ius tusefuil 1 mii as a meau;s of
defence and also an article loi uin

bush and under-growtb. To protect the
woodcutters a party of Housas was sent
about îoo yards in advance and extended
as skirmishers.

On Stinday morning the work bez,' an
and was centinued for sontie hours
until the eneiny becoming aware that
we wvere in the v'inity opened a heavy
fire frein bis battery with snîooth bores,
rifles and a miachine gun. The projectiles
flew about nierrily for semetime, but for-
tuinately the shoetîng was wlld as he
could net determine our exact position.
It wvas decmred advisable, however, te
withdraw for the day se as flot te excite
suspicion as te our inoveinents. The
skirrnishers liad strict orders flot te fire
unless attacked and te coxîceal our nieve-
nients as iiiuch as possible. The next
day, Moiîday, uvas a repetitien of the
tactîcs. Froin inîfornmation furnished by
the sceuting party, it %as found thiat only
about hall an hour's cutting vork reinauin-
ed to be done te enable uis te debouch
into tbe open and make the final attack.

At 5:30 a.m., on the mornîng of the
2!5th of Septemîber, the force teld off for
the attack by the road through the swarnp,
was landed. This force consisted of
Hausas, and Blue Jackets and Marines
frein he fouir Men-of-\Var, un ail about
300 nmen, A party of the Plîilonîelsnmen
under Captamn Campbell, R. N. was left
te lîold the stockade while the iemainder
of the for-ce nuarclied Uip the road. Ad-
nîiral Bedford describes the inarcli a, foi-

iwin bis officiaîl dîspaiclu te lthe Ad-

-'luhe umiauciluiLoiig ie otrack was a Illost
mi-Iiotus ;anul fatigu-i ig mio, epeilyfor

meni r'qtipped. Whîaîi fres.Jly t-tut downî
thé- tliuî layer of trvman sd rmots gave sinie
1kili< of footinug, buat o'-euîilih titis hel p'.voit
sa1Ik at eev-stal lialf-way te the kiee.
Ou1 tis ûcaio howevoî', iuost of thie road
liad. beuii cit for two daîys ; ih had bemu
traunll douvîî hy thie Passage ta and fi-o cf
large îu uibai-s of nitii. Paint had falleîu
lîcavily at Short iitervalsi, alid to go dowi
o' er tfme kiiees ini lie cvii sîiieliiuig imul
%vas a e0tustalut oceirruiep but the îîueii
t riidged oni quitly anîd l)ersisteii tly anîd
uIot beilig luaumporcd b>' aiiy field gutls,
imade fairly good pregi-ess.-'

On reachi;ng the open 'the reiîainder
of the cutting hav'ing licen comnpletedi and
the wood-cuîteîs fitllen back) we wcre
well rewarded for the trouble of cutting
the road by tinding ourselves on the
flauik and in such a position as te enfilade
thie ceny's battery, wvhich defended the
entuance te the tewui fionithe creek.
'lie Hauzas, wheo had actcd as skirmislî-

crs uip tri thîs poinit, soon captured ibese
defences anîd spiked the guns. (The
guns wete afterwards (iestroyed by a
charge of gui cotten.) The formation
then altered itself se as to place tbe
Marines in fi-ont with the Rocket paru y
anîd Maxîni Gun. Upoîî îaking up our
position on the bard ground and gainiing
a clear view il was seon evident that the
enemy 's position was untenable. We
were in rear of bis principal defences and
se placed that our fire on tbc îown weuld
niake things tee uvarin for bini.

Firing was opened on us frein a
bouse iu the Northern part of l3rohe-
mie whicb uvas piaccd in a state of de-
f ence for the purpose. 'lie enenîy were
soon dislodged fronu this however by
beavy volleys frein the Marines and a
hait of lead 'l puînped" on them fronu our
MNaxin guins, togetlier with rockets dis-
chargeti int the town from the Rocket
pariy. 'The \Vest Afric;în lias a horror
of wvar rockets. Ilec cannol uîîîdcrstand
1mow the hudtous hissing muahine flues

tiuu~îthe air-, shrîeking as il. goos. lit
iîItel t the giotund, ùnlv te get up again
anil play havoc wih anything it ecini
crs in scutbliiîg ahout thie place, and then
as a fin-ale, bursis. Thli enenly couid

r now ho seen leaving thtii-gtins and mui-
iiini- inl the buish at the back of the


