
4 PAFRISH- NOTES.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE. repay tlsc trouble. Let thein flot pick out a single passage
aistsay, "INaw that single passage is spoken to nie just as

'l'iec Aio.iiîîîsmîo oi.- CAZNUî11!Rllvl gave Use addrcss to, it stands." Lect tîsei sec first wbat wvas the original intent
usen anly at tise Pulytechici Institute, Retgeilt street, on of the passage, and tien scek out its bearing on thecir own

*Sunday atternoon. Ilis Grace wab supported on tise platiorni livcs. Any other study would be mcrc superstition. WVhen
by tise Bisheop of Salisbury, Lord Kissuaird, Sir J. Rcnnaway, they liad carcftilly reand the Bible for saine turne iii this fasîsion,
Mr. J. E. K. Studd, and tse Rev Dr. Lunîs (the Mfethiodist'tlsey would arrive at wlsat the world called the point of View

chaplain to the Institution). Tihe hall was packed withi about! bf the Bible. And here they were met by the resnnrkable
1,500 mnen, and hundreds wcre turncd away sînable to secure fentssrc ofthe Bible. Thosigh it 'vas writtenby so ntany ilenl,
admsission. 'l'ise Archbisisop chose as lus tcxt tlie wodits point cf view wvas always tise saine Tise i-ioîy Spirit
"lloly nien cf God spazke as they were nioved by tise 1l101Y breaUsed throssgh ail its pages. 'Ile saine Spirit -%Vhich

Spirit," anci made lits subject Il iiow ta, read tise Bible." nioveri Isaiahi to luis utteraisces would lselp) everyoîse of thens
[t was a inuci moure dilicult miatter than ilhey iiniglît think to ¶ iii their life's work. Thsis %vas tise only iibrary of wvhich tisey
read the Bible properiy. Tihe bsisy meii present wislsed to cotild say this. I-Iomer's point cf view diflered entirely froin
spcnd tiîeir minutes wisely, ansd whlen they isad read half a tisat of these pages. 'l'le idea af sin wvas entireiy absent froun
cîsapter svhsch did net sceun ta have mutch ta (la witli tîseni ail carl>' writings outside of tise Scriptures. Nioreover, tise
tisey fouisd it ratites dry, aîîd soozs Use habit wvas given Up. view of nsoraiity got highier and isiglier as the pages were rend
flc believed tisat tlsis ressilted because tlsey did not know lio ' fowr rn ie0( etseNn etmut ie ol

ta reand tise Bible. I-le feit Usant if tisey knew really lsow, tlsey 1Iloste inorever, tise great advance frein pu'ecepts ta prsncipies.
WoUlid find it iiscs'asingiy intercstiisg. Fle wouid tîserefure ý Wlisn duiat stage hiad beeti reached tisen Use library wsas finish-
say on wshat prîncipies and iii wlisat SPurit tise Bible sisolild bce cd. It wvas nowi tlieir duty te forin ius tise svord a socsety
read. TIhse fsrst indince ta, readiîsg tise Bib>le wcll sias ta t wlsich waiild live andi be sustaiîsed by that Spirit speaking
regard it as a1 book. Lt %Vas leally a library. It Nvas a cal- tilroligis ail tise %vriterr, of tîsat wanderful libr-ary of books
lectiais of books written froin dates extessdiisg frein 1500 Bt. C. tise>' callcd tIse Bible.
ta, isearly tise close of tIse first century. It stoppedi being
wvritten %%-ien tise ieed was coipleted, ansd isot before. lie TH OH R H NTIEBA .
wiiscd ta, abs tlisem if any of tîsesî w'ould go ta a siseif in aTH UR I T EBA N

library, 0on nsicis were beoks written. by ail sorts ansd con- l1ow ta seacis tise msasses lisas becoîsse onc of tise religious
<litions of mnen, and pusll dowis volumie after volume iin it, aîîd probieis of tise day. It is stated tisat duriîîg the iast quar-
read a fewv words in eacls, Nvitis tise idea tîsat enchs few %vords ter of a century there lias been a very îîanifest and marked
rnsst do iîim goGd(, even tiseugi lise kncw netising of the con. 1witlsdrawai of tise great masses of Use people from, places of
ditions under whiicli cadi book %vas wvritten. But tisat "'as ý vorship. In England, Lord Shsaftesbury said tîsat net more
the way in wiîicis people rend tise Bible. Tisey took a fen'
uvards froni a peet, and a fen' frain a statesmnan, and a fewv
frein an Isistorian, and a few froun a philosopiser, and expected
tisis inidisciisiiniatc study ta be besseficial te themi. If tlsey
%vere ta study this iibrary properiy, tlsey must get maps,
pictuses, histories, and es'erytising else tisat wsouid throw a
ray of liglit upan tise studies tlsey svcre pursuing. In suds a
svay tiîey svould get a tlsarough knowledge of tise autside cf
the book and tisat wsould help hum ta, understand tise inside.
The Archbshspp tîsen proceeded ta, give the original Greek of
his text, and certain various readings in ancient MSS., wisich
sbawed tisat tise empliatie wvord in tîsis passage was Ilinea."1

St. Peter laid stress an tise lsumanity of these books. They
were spoken by inen. This gave tîseu the strongest ground
for criticism. Tise more tlîey knesv about tise otLtward human
skill of tise library, the more wvouid they realise thsat these
books svere writtcn by mcn whio were mo6ved by tise Holy
Spirit. St. Paul himself challenged criticisin. lie said, I
speak, as unta wise mess, judge ye what I say." 'Fie>' nitist
leara to, regard Scriptural cisaracters as equally isuman with
theniselves. le urged tîsen ta clotise agaisi sithllesli assd
blood tise asen wvio uvrote tîsese pages, and tisen let tiseus say,
«cNZow suds and suds tlîings svere said ta s0 and sa isn suds
circussîstances, wliat: is thse aseaning to me under my circussi.
stances?" It %vas a double ruIe of three suas wviicii wossld svell

tisais tw'o workingmd-n in a isundrcd atteîîded either Cisurcis
or Chapel, and Dean Gott, whlen Vicar of Leeds, came ta
tise consclusion tisat even tisis estimate must be cut down one-
haîf. The saie -%'iil apply ta aur own country. It -%ould
astonisi many churcîs-goers to, know liow large the nssmber
in aur owvn city wvho neyer enter a place of warsiîip. Anuong
tise reasons given for this sad state of affairs is, that tise
Churches, with their costly pews and rich furnishings are not
intended for poor people. Whatever is the seal reason,
everyone admits that the guif betwveen tise Churcli and tise
masses is becoming ivider every year, and Christians -are be-
ginninig ta enquise suhat is tise philosophy which sînderlies
these facts, and wlsat is tise remedy far this sad condition of
affairs. One solution is that if the Churci svould reach tise
masses sise mîust go ta thei. Go as Christ and tise Apasties
did, endued svitis "power froin on higis." Tiîey taught fross
mountain-side and fisherasans' boat. Tenderly, earnestly,
and fearlessly, tlsey rebuked, reproved and cxiorted "lwith
all long suffering." "Let tise Churci purge itsel1f of al
complicity w'itli tise sinful world," says one, and rctumn ta,
primitive Christianity, doctrines and nmetisods, and it- Nvilt
reacîs tise niasses iii no other' %ay." lt is tise affirnmative
preaching, nat tise negative teaching, tîsat is needed ta drav
tise people. Enmersoni says, "The world needs affirmations,
net negatiens." Evangelical preaching founded uposi ex- k


