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RBSOF GOOD CHER

Thougis the woid'à hand be againt thee
One bas oeconïe i ail.
And tu thre dosvn îhrough the ages
Cumnes tht mighiy Saviour's cali

"BDe oflgeod cheer.
Tiustieg nme thon shalt net fait."

le the world ye shail have soirow,
In thse würl'I have grief andI pain,
Troublesï miny, trials ofien,
flot Ibrougi al shah rue the %train --

" e of geod cheer,
1 have overcame aga.'

Tltough aoe, tortore andI weary,
Thon doit travel many Il day,
When ie death, thou'lt heur the message.
Thou hait followed ail the way-

hiDe of good cheer,
Naught cari barmithee now for sye."

- TheAe nslelrian Jout ral.

RO01<'THE 1Y TAI.KED APTER CIWRCH.

"Hcw do yen like him ? * Tht speaker was a tahi, sligbt
man with a sharply-cut face, at once sensitive andI powerlul
His companion was of a coarser type, short andI stout, witb a
good-natured but theroughly wîde-awake l',ok, evidently a
shrewd, driving mac ai business.

They were part of a stream aif people wbîch was poursng
out of the doors oflan uptewn church, andI they had been lis-
tening te a wll-known preacher.

'lHow do yen ike btm ?'."I Don't ltke hîm at al,' was
the curt reply. The questioner turnd upen him a hall'
amused look, as he quietly asked: Il Why flot ?" " ,Celt as
an icicte Ail intellect 1 Tee mnch work te follew him 1
Deesn't touch your feelings at ail. Now, 1 like Dr. -.
That man will inake yen cry even wben he gives ont a notice.
He deesn't koow a quarter as much as tbis one, but bc gels
haltI of von somehaw. When he gels throngh-well, yen
don't know e.'actly wbat he bas been preaching about, but you
leel warmed ahi throngh."

Thet we men were evidentiy close frîends, andI tht first
speaker replied witb a planness wbîcb assumned a perfect
mutual nnderstandieg, andI witb a toucb cf warmnth la his
loe:tIl Leok here t De yen know what yen are talking
about ? Didn t lellow him ! De yen keew whaî Voen have
îhrawn away this morning ? Yen may bear a sermon like
that once in a year or îwe, net oltener, unless yen go te hear
that mata oten. 1 shail ive en that sermon for' the. next six
menths. If 1 can live tht sermon for the rest oi my ie, so
mncb tht better fer me."

The stout man leeked up ai bis cempanien with wide-
opened eyes, andI tht other wnnt on:. "lColtI as an icicle 1
Mv gend fellew, yen have a keen enougb cyt fer men in
general. Is it possible that you de net knew tht difference
between earnesteess andI gusb ? Do yen mean te tell me
that y,.n dian't see thatlihat man was in deatI carnesi, andI
was working aI is highest power ta drive bis conviction in-
to yen andI me? Corne I Van know the différence be'
îweee a bed of anthracite on lire item the boîîom al
the way op andI buning without sputter, andI a quick blaze af
shavings. Feeling ! That sermon wras fuil of it, as tht mata
is fl cf it. CoitI as an icicle! Von have't seen hlm as 1
have at the bedsîdes of the sick poer andI by the dying in tht
bospital wards. Very quiet, certainly, but he is there, andI
îhey boltI on to bis band as lopg as iheir fingers a close.
1 saw him pick up a poer littie beggar that fellin je s street
yes\erday, andI wipe away thetlears lrem bis dirty face with
a very nice'leoking pocket-bandkerchief. No, be isn't pepu-
lar; but I bappen te keow hew many carewern, sarrowinl,
doubting mtn andI Wa#men go te bis study and tell hlm what
they will tell nobody tise, aed go away comferted. Do ycuknew
that ont ci tht mast brilliant preachers in America told me,
net a week age, thax lie Lad jnst been travelling away up in
New England, andI had found this man's books lysng on tht
farmhbonse tables beside tht Bible ? Do yen know tbat oct
littît book of bis bas brcngbt bundreds if net thousands ta
believe in Christ?

Tht stout mana srled feebly andtitn a lorced kind cf way,
and said notbing, having aoihing jus*. then te say; and coin-
ing at this moment oippasite bis own ront deor, he invittd
bis friend ta came in, wbich hc did wtheut hesitatian. Evi-
dently be bad net said bis say cnt. They were bardiy stated
wben be opened again.

IlYou're off tht track, andI tht t. ouble lits a gond deai
éc"tIeper than yeur dissatisfaction with Iis particular preacher.
There are hundreds jus i lhke yen, andI yan il have a radically
wroag idea ai tht Chnirch service andI of tht puipit in particu-
lar. Yen don't go ta Churcb fer the right ting. Ta corne
down to tbe bard-pan cf tht malter, yen go te cburch ta be
entertained ; andI if you are net enttrtained yen thiak yonr-
selves defrauded, andI iay tht bame on tht preacher. and
berate him as ueinetresting. Yen reasea that it is bis busi-
ness te interest yen, andI censequeetiv that if be fails he dees
net understand bis business. Il dots net sem nte occur to,
yenithat there ame twa parties te that malter, andt Iat yen as
well as the preacher hav somethieg Io de with yeur Weng in-
îerested. Why, 1 watched yen the cther night when D- was
discussing the McKinley Bill. D-, as yen know, is net a
first.class speaker, andI is likely te be a itîle tedions whtn be
bas mounted bis beb)by. His sentences cone ont with rough
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edges; but he hast something to say, and yau nover toak your
eves off' hlm until ho sat down. Thtereasan was that you were
in am oredoubî as te het ibt bill bo-re upen n"mr nwn busi-
ness, andI you were very much in caracal ta know the truth
about it, and se you brcught your interest along witb you."

IlNow yeu don't go te church lu that way. Yeu arc net
hungry for the trutb ; your mind bas net been accupying
itself witb the bearing of thiseor that part of the Bible on your
hie. Yen bring ne interest wtth you, ard yen leok ta the
minister andI the sermon ta create it. You sit there as se
nauch dead weight, e'npecting the minister te take yen up
bodîly andI tift you iot a spbere where you will be interested
and entertained and moved for sin heur. Why, mny friend,
you can't kindie a lire when your weed is wet. The woed bas
something tedo aswell as the lire. The tire must have some-
thing te (ced on. The mînister bas a solemn responsibility
for preaching the Word, but yen seem te lorget thet yon have
a ne less solemn responsibility for htaring it. Did yen ever
observe how much emphasis Christ laid upen the hearer ?
Tht reason why the gond seed was picked up by the bîrds.
withered, chokcd, was that there was semetbing wrong about
the soit. 1'Take beed hew ye bear ; whesoever bath t0abitai
shalh he given."'

IBut," interposed the listener, "yen musî admit that there
is a difféeace in preachers, & ndtI at some preachers are
excessively tedions andI stupid."1

IlCertainly," replied tht othe.r; and the pulpit should
study te make tsed1 attractive in every legitimate way. 1 do
net deny the beavy respensibility cf the pulpit'- andI we cars-
net ignore the difféerences between preachers. Some goed men
are excessivcly stupid. But ihens the evil 1 complain of is
net limited te these. It attaches to the ministry of a good
many preachers who art neither ignorant ner stupid ; men
wba have scholarship, literary ability, knowledgt. Men who
have something te say andI semething te ieacb, antI who say
it weIl. Yeu, yourseil, as 1 have just saisi, would listen for
an heur and a hall te an inferior speaker who nevertbeless
knew wbat ven wanted te knew, and yen refused te listen te cne
of tht besi îlîinkers in the Church, and net a poor speaker
either Why 'e Ycu had net eneugh interest in the subleci
te follow him eut et tht regions af commonplatct aleng higher
lines ai thought. Yen are ne fuel. There was nothing in the
sermon which veu conld not have fellowed wiîh a Uitile effort.
Ht v'as eminently lucid.

"IYen say yen like Mr A. Mr. A. telis a huItt story with
a tremble in bis veice and the water cames te vour eyes. Ht
throws in seme flreworks, dedlaims vigorousiy, lires a peint-
blank shot ai seme secial abuse, andI you are waked up. Y'ou
ge ont %înbbing vour hands, and saying, ' capital sermon 1 '
andI fer your lufe Vois couldn't tell what tht 3;ernen as a whele
was about. Vcur attentien simply hur'g on tht one point
which caught it. Yen have flot learned anything. Von do
net know any mere about Ged's Word than when you went le.
Yon wiIl not carry a thought frem Ibat sermon down ieta yeur
office. Von wilI net be any tht better man fer lt-but then
yen feiî gond 1

IlWel, yen wil have what yon like. There are enough
like yen who, want that kied cf îbing and are willing ta pay
fer it, andI there are teough men of sballow braîns and super-
ficial training, but with the natural endowment cf mounte-
banks, who wilI readily answer tht demind. Bacon, Von
knew, says that 1 the master cf superstition is the peeple.'
Laymen are net witheut respm-nsibility fer shaping ministers.
Aaron madIe a cali because tht peep!e demaaded il, aed se
long as tht peeple want veal in tht pulpit because il tastes
better and is casier ta chu.w, there will be plenty of veal in
market A

Il es, the man kept yen on tht stretcb- T was too much
trouble te feliow hiru. ell, 1 bave"Nard that before. 1
heard a man commendedgtbe other day as bting a restful
preacher- but 1 confess it seepas te mc a doubtful compli-
ment. I heard the oifset te tht complident in tht remark of
ont cf bis regular and mest intelligent bearers, tbat she neyer
rud get anythiag (rom bis ýemons ta carry away. For
myseit, there is a sense in which 1 do-mot want te be restful
la chnrcb. I de net care te histen ta a man who gives mny
mind notbing te de. 1 want .j set at werk. Give mt tht
truth as simply as yen please, thi'e"'more simply the better ;
but give me something ta tat. Gîve my mind a truth te werk
upen. Give me sometbieg which will make demands on mny
brain as well as on my pocket-kerchief. 1 do not believe in
elaberate arguments in tht pulpit. Tht average bearer's mind
will flot feilow a severe logical pracess very long ; but argu-
ment is net the enly stimulant of thougbt ; and this preach-
ing which is ail gush and feeling gots te nourish a clas
of hearers which is described hn tht parable of tht sowtr as
9'stony ground.' Sentinaentality is aften underlaid by bard
worldliness and selfisbness. Tht secd faits, thetbin sout is
respensive. Tears fait. How touching 1 How beautifuli1
Then down camte tht roots against that bard rock-platferm,
andI it witbers away becanse it bas ne depth of eartb.

l'Vil tell yen wbat 1 beard once (raniaan old Mtthodist
minister, wben 1 was a boy, and I bave neyer forgotte it. 1
wish every theological student conId bear it, for it centains a
whele treatise on bouailetics. Said be : 1The best preach-
iug is that which mickes people tbink mesi. and fetl ini pré-~
portion as they tbiak.' Feeling is a sacred thing and bas ils
own place, and ne unimportant one, among tht lerptimate
resuits af preacbing ; bu.t feeling must bave a sahid basis in
tbeught. A hnt firereqnires wood and coals. Your beauti.
fat. flesh must bave bancs nnderaeath. Tt is flot acSssary te
display the bones; but tht bianes must be there.
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IBut blessirie 1 It is pasi one o'cleck. Fargive me, aid
fdflow, for going on at such a rate and pil-ng a seconil setl.
mon upon the flrst. However, on Vour own sbowing, yen
bave had only one, as you did not bear the ifrst one."

I etter stay tu lunch," replied the other. IlYour wife
will have vivcn yenu p by this tîme, and Vou will go hungty
between two tables. 1 bave listened tu vaur sermon anyway.
1 neyer saw il that way before. Why, wbat a lit a minister
must have every Sunday if thcre are many people like me in
the congregation. 1 wonder hie doesn't break down."

Il They do break," said hi% friend. IlThis New York pace
wiil shorten the li1e of any minister, and the worst feopures
af the case art reproduced an a snialler scale in ither
places One of the most popular preachers of this cit7 said
te nie not long ago. ««I don't know how long 1 a stand
tbis.' The accepted policy of throwing the entire burden ci
the Church on ane man's shoulders, oifniaiing a Church a
financial investment on whicb the minister is te pay the
dividends, is encouraging and intensifing the demand for the
talent which fis pews, andI making il the unpardonable sin of
the minister net to draw. To more tban ont faitblul paster
his Church is a cross on which he is c.ucifled, while the people
sit down and watch him there."-h.tit-'in R. V'incenin Illus.
traira! Christian ZIleekIy.

THlE CIIRISTIAN W liALA7.

The preacher says ."IHe that walketh uprightly walketh
sursdty.' What is implied in walking uprightly ? Upright is
ereci, correct, and tu walk uprightly is tu walk correctly-
correciy, flot onlv in the sight of mren, and in regard le men,
but in the sigbî cf God and in regard tu Him. « We aie
always in God's sight, and we must beware of crooked ways
in His pre5nce. Now, as ail are sinners, tu wallc uprightly
belore God and in relation te Him implies reconciliation
with God-walking as ane justified in His sight, and whose
obedience proves it. It also implies taking the Word of
God for our rule and following it ; it also implies the right
use cf ail aur faculties and powers, and af wbatever GetI
gives us, ini ail things secking His glory, aad sa flot l'ving tu
ourselves but tu God. This is maling a right use of our minds
as well as cf our bodies-upright in mind-in the soul-ab
Weil as in body.

Then what ir walking surely? It is walking in the right
way, walking safely, with a right end and atm. It is ta walk
with peace and bonour on earth, at.d with the assurance ef
eternal rest in beaven. They who walk uprightly walk
salely and surely in the way that Icads tu lheaven and ends in
iL.

This is blessed and gloriaus. And thirre is a strong mo-
tive thus tu walk, for hie that dots not do so, but pervertetb
bis way shah bc known as one who dots net walk correctly
-known as an enemy oi Gad uend one initirinus ta men. Let
us walk uprightly that aur pathway be that cf the just, which
shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

THE SPIRIT'S WORK

The wvork of the Spirit 's n.,t performed while we sleep. lt
is flot wronght indcpendently cf us. Holiness is flot tbrust
upan the heart, as a foreign bady, dissimilar and unassini.
lated. But the beart itself is transformed ; the wilt and the
affections are convertedl from sin and co.-operate with thse
Spirit in the work. The Hloly Spirit works in and with us.

We are by nature without God in the world. We netthti
recognize Him in His worlcs of nature and providence, not
do we seek Ris counsel and benediction. We ignore Ris
laws and refuse a knowledge of His ways. The thunder rears
and the lightaing flasbes-that's nature. Death enters ouï
deor and carrits off a darling cbld-tbat is chance. Oui
abrvests fal-that's ill luck. But (iod is nothing. Thse
Framer and Fcher of ail is n.jt scen in ail Hts universe.

1 know ne word which su fully dt',.lares our depravity as
this, Ilwitbout God." It discloses corruption at tht very core
It reveals a lite wholly eut cf îruth. It is something like
speaking cf a planet w*hbout the sun-poor, crazy orb cut
loose from ils sourct of lipht. and beat, and arderly going,
plunging aimlessty and cold tbrougb the gloam, diserder in its
mevements, destruction in ils path.

IlUngodly," living witheut Ged, or, if GotI appear, against
God.

Godliness is living witb God and fer God. To live wsîh
God i s tu sec His band in ait tht facts and events ai hIfe, to
seek His protection and guidance in all, and ta lift the heain
continualiy te Hlm in thankfulness and praise.

Ta~ live for God is Ici have His glory as aur high est aim-
and we a do this anly by -so accepting His grace as to
become identifled with His cause. If we are united as
branches te a vine, then tht vine's glory is aur giory ; and
se, if we are united ta GotI in Christ, we setk His glory as
Our bightst bappintis.

Just when the world setes notbing but a coffi n and agrare
-just then glory bures upon us. Jesus wii Iben appear as
the great God tu overwheim our enemies, driving forever
froni us aur sins and sarrows, over ceming deatb tn ont
behaîf ; and Ht wiii appear as our Saviour, te taire us in Mu
owD hlest guidance and Itad us te His own abede, ever theme
after te be aur abode. That Jesus will then recognize thse
consummatioù cf His work ai mercy in us, as we shall appea
ai pure in Christ's rigbteousness ; Ht will rernember tisai
His great humiliation, seffering and deatb were endured té
redLem us fromt ail iniquity andI purify unto Himself a pcn*
liar people zealous of gond work.

We becom., a peculiar peaple ia the world's eyt anly hi
btceming a peculiar people ln God's eye.

Our purification isunto Christ. Ht purifies us unte Hia&
self, andth ie. more pare we become, the nearer we are is
Christ, andI tht more cleariy we shah stet md rejoice in Hi
loveiness.-H&ward Crosby, D.D.


