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the article corlcerning the Word of God lias been recmoved froin the primary

and controlling lace it lias in the confession and relegated to an inferiorand

suhordinate lace :and the suibbtitute lias weakencd on Inspiration, and

been fitted in to -ititcedeiit s.,tatenients bascd on reason as at least of equal

authiority in religious inatcrs. Thus ilhcre seemis to be a preparatioîî for

Ratioualisni. where the intuitions of Reason and conscience are accorded ail

equal, if not a hiigher, fflace of autbority for religijous belief. To, titis we

niay flot assent no confession of faith can bu acceptable tu Ille ]rcsby-

teriam churclb wliich does not - exalt God's wvord above ill I-lis great Nainie,"

and recognjize in niatters of salvation Ille word of God as tlle only rule of

faith and directory for duty.
3.But the confé';sion stands in the wny of union with other churches.

Certainly not. Ail that our practice requircs -s, tliat before any mnan is or-

dainied to biold office, lie shall ex a.'zu;zo assent to the systeni of doctrine con-

tained in the confession, as founded on and iii accordancc with the word of

God. Union is a gond thling wlîere secured by dcferring to ail the conscien-

tious convictions of the: parties uniting. litit it cannot be successful or a

blessing, if in ordc*r tbereto l>resbyterians must iower the banner whichi our

fathers displayed for the trtuth, and abate their consciertious conviction that

God is sovereigu in ibis grace and tbat salvation is of God and not of iari.

'l'le hiistory of UIl past and the trend of opinion at prescrit make it as neces-

sary as ever to hiold "jutstificationi by faitlit" without works as its ground.

]lut if iii order to union cbiangfes ire to he mnade, wc wish to, know in what

direction and how far are we to go? Tc conciliate Arminians, niust we give

Up) thc Scripture doctrines of Vore-ordination and thc Perseverance of the
Saints? '17oconîplrclbentd Bpisî,ust wu change our Scriptural doctrineý,
of 1infant B.i3apisni and niakec immersion iniperative ? To7 utieet the views of

advanced Ep)iscopl).ianiss înust we revise our doctrine of Uie churcit and of the
sacrainents ? Tu effect a union wiîh Ruine inust we luowcr down our Scrip.

tural condenînation. of supererogatory worlcs, entangling vows, purgatory
Anti-Clhrist, etc.? T'o iicludle Universa-lists atnd Rcstorationists nust we strike

out the plain tcaching of <;od's word aild introduce vague exprcssions of a

poet's "I'.arger Hopc" ? Lt sents to us thiat to, do titis would flot, promote
union, but wozuld at, once p)roduce disruption. Even if a majority should

acede to suclh proponsisý, a lartge.iiid deteriiiined tninority would never enter

a unionist churclh witlî sucbi a fcckless crecd. If our union coines, it inust
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