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My Dzar Bro.,—If should not receive
any notice of our late brother Smith
nmvc&h.yi‘::rﬁuilympdz npw:

following, are st libert
mlh.' ml.l.lnon’.

Fredericion, March 11th, 1868

William Smith, wes brought up snd edusated
st Bingham, in the county of Nottingham, Eng-
Jand, His father, I did not know, he baving
died while I was 2 boy, snd William very young;
but his mother I knew intimately, she having
been & peighbour and particular friend of m)
femily. For many years, she bad been s highly
respested, and deeply pious member of the Wes-
leysa Bociety in Bingham, and during the latter
part of ber life « useful Leader. Whilst I was

- on's visit to my native plate, it pleased God to
take her to Himeel!. Bhe died as oshe lived, o
bappy witness of the power of God to save unto
the uttermost. It was my privilege to enjoy
some profitable eonversation with ber at differ-
ent times, during my sty amoog my friends, and

did that conversation twra upon ber
dear and only son, then employed as & mission-
a7y in these Provinces,

William was brought up by his mether, in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and at an
early period was mede the subject of converting
gracs. From that tim, although he possessed
some peculiarities in his natural temperament,
being at times very absent in mind, snd not given
to much conversation, nevertbeless, he was truly
pious, very studious, endeayouring in every pos-
sible way to acquire useful knowledge. He pos-
sessed very talents, was soon taken
upon the Local Preschers Plan, and after some
time homoursbly passed the Quarterly mesting
in Nottingbam, and recommended by that mest-
ing, as a proper pérson to be employed in the
Mission work. In the year 1837 he came to
these Proviness, in company with the late Rev.
W. Webb, aod his first appointment (if I mis-
take not) was Bedeque, P. E. 1. Since that
time, he bas occupied with credit to himself, and

. profit to the people, some of the most importent
cireuits in this Conference. Ia every place he
bas been acknowledged to bave man of
God—an sble minister—a work that need
pot be ashamed. Sometimes, he has been sc
drawn out both in praying and preaching, that the
people have looked upon him with amasement.
To the Jast his study was his sanctum, Very
eurly In the morning found him there, and was
& witness to his agony in prayer, and to bis close
application to his work. Hedid not give unto
his congregation unbeaten oil, or that which eost
hita nothing ; and if Providenes bad favoured
bim with as good and strong e voice as has
fallen to the lot of some of his brethren, he
would bave been one of the most popular minis-
ters amongst us.

" But bis race is run! His work is done! He
is not, for the Lord has taken him! The intel-
ligence of bis sudden removal bas confounded
and overwhelmed me. . We must however be
still. The Lord hath dode it, and that is enough
to silence all our why's and wherefores. May
the deeply afflictive event be sanctified to ever)
branch of his beresved family—to all bis dear
brethren in the ministry—~and to the various
societies and congregations 'to whom be had
been wont to minister in the word and doetrine
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

8o sexious was I to know all sbout the eir-
cumstances counected with this painful Provi.
dence, that I took the liberty to write to his sor
Stephen, requesting, as a favour, be would eend
the partielars, and the following is an exeract

Woodstock, N. B., Mareh 8, 1808,

Rev. AND D2an 81=,—I am in receipt of your
veory kind letter of the 8th inst., and hasten to
thank you for your expression of sympathy, and
answer your questions as well I can.

My dear father’s death was very sudden; in
the week preceding bis death, ke took eold in
returning from s week night preachiog, and for
a day or two suffered with difficulty of breathing,
but apparently recovered entirely, so much so,
that he was able to resume his visitations among
the people and to preach on the Sunday morn-
ing. Justas be finished his sermon, he was
again seised with a difficulty in breathing,
and eontinved all day quite poorly, and was
obliged, much against his will, to give up his in-
tention of preaching in the evening. His phy-
sician when ealled in in the evening, however,
thought lightly of the attack, and continued to
do s0 during the week, even assuring him that he
would be able to resumie his duties on the sue-
ceeding Sunday. On Saturday the 21t he felt
decidedly worse after rising and dressing, bav-
ing passed a very distressed night, unable to
sleep. In fact, frequently during the week he
was obliged to get up at night, and walk the floor,
on account of a feeling of suffocation. On Batur-
day, the doctor thought it necessary to bleed

_ him, end after doing so, considered him better,
90 that even then, my father did not think it ve-
cessary to telegreph for me. About noon, Mrs.
Bmith was assisting him in arranging his clothes,
when she suddenly noticed on looking up at his
face, in reply to some remark whioh he had
made, that his eyes were fixed, and a deathly
pallor had overspread his countenancs. Assist-
ance was summoned at once, but before it eould
reach him, his spirit had taken its flight. The
intimation I had, of his illness, was the telegram
announcing hie death.

Ever since my sisier Celia’s death, which vo-
curred some six mon:hs since, fatber has seemed
to be much exercised with thoughis of death. He
frequently spoke of it, not with regard to bimseh
#0 mach,as in contem piation of the fact itse!7, For
a long time it bas been his impression, now, atas
fulfilied, that his deats would be sudden, bat ;
do not think he had fears of it, only a more fixec
determination to be ready for the great changy
During the week of his iliness, he seems oceas-
ionally to have feared for the result, but the
opinion of bis physician overruled his own,—so
much so, that though mother wished bim tc send
for me, he would not aliow it.

The loss is as you say, a very great ome to all
of us. He was always akind and good father,
J/ying in our prosperity, sympethising in our
aBictions. During bis whole life, be bas always
b acled, as to make us proud of him ss & man,

wlonhiuu.;ml.
| Ag g0 his future, I think, we o0 have no.
bis, 50 long ss we believe (hat & econds-

¥
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LATE JOHN SIMPSOX, E8Q., OF FREDERIC-
TON, X. B.

MY pEAR BROTHER,—Perhisps & more parti-
cular aceount of the life and death of our late
dear and valved friend and brother Simpeon than |
any which yet appears to have reached you, may |
not be unaceeptable. He left his native country |
{Sestland) in the spring of 1816, sn accredited
member of the Wesleyan Society. On his ar-
rieal i St. Jobn, he connected himeelf immedi-
ately with the church of his choice. In 1819 he
remoyed to_Fredericton, where he commenced
business, atd s¢ usual, &t once idéntified himsell
with the little society in this place. Although I
became particulsrly sequainted with brother
Simpeon in St. Jobo, it was beze that ILad the
privilege of & more close and intimate acquain-

be was my Circuit Steward, Local Preacher, and
one of our most active and respected members.
For general consistency of conduet, punctuality
in the observance of all the means of grace, and

work, I think I oever saw him surpassed. He
was & Wesleyasn from principle, and nothing
which he ever met with was sufficient to alienate
him in Aeard from the people of his choice. True,
a few years ago, a very painful circumstance oc-
curred, in which be thought kimself injured, and
in eonsequence, withdrew from the society and
congregation for a season, but atill his heart was
with us, and like Noeah's dove, he went bither
and thither in sesrch of rest, but found it not,
until it plessed the Lord to open his way back
to bis elass, and te his seat in the cburch.

From that time be appears to have gooe on
his way rejoicing. He felt that be had got bome
again. His voioe was agein heard in the prayer
meeting, and his experience, as detailed by bim
in his class, and laat Love feast proved that be
had drunk deeper into the spirit of the gospel.
This was evident unto all, sad from two or three
letters which I had the plessure of receiving
from him sbout this time, I was rejoiced to see
that such was the case. He expressed himself
freely on the state of bis mind—of his peace
with God,—his deadness to tbe world—his pleas-
i s—and bie growing meetness for the
:‘hma& the uim‘- iu ‘l?:tl. I believe, be
continued in this bappy frawe until he was seized
with the sickness which terminated in his death.

During bis sbort illness, he was very happy,
repeatedly saying—* all's well, my house is in
order,” and desired bis denr afflicted wife, to
give his love to the mivisters, sud to the mem-
bers of his class, sud all bis christian friends.
His death was rather sudden. We were hop-
ing that the afliction under which be was labor-
ing would not be unto death, and that we should
again eee his face and bear his voice in the church,
but the decree had gone forth. After sitting up
a good part of the day, and after some deeply
affecting eonversstion with his children, he sweet-
ly foll asleep in Jesus

“ O mey I trivmph so
When !l my warfare's past,” 3.

The death of brother Simpeon, has cast e
gloom over the whole city. But fow men were
more generally respested, either by rich or poor,
religious or irreligions. As one of the papers
saye—*‘The poor—the widow—and the fatherless
have lost a kind and generous friend. His
widew a devoted partner—his family a loving
and effectionate parent—tbe public a faithful
officer,” and I msy add, the Wesleyan shurch a
pious and worthy member : but our loss is bis
infinite and eternal gain. J.B.8.
Predericion, March 11, 1863.
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our corresyondents.
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The Dalhousie College Bill.
Dalhousie College, founded over forty years
ago, was intended to be a Provincial Justitation,
on the plan of the Edinburgh University. Its
career bas been anything but successful. It
would almost seem as if over it bovered some
fatality. Earnest attempts bave been made sguin
snd again to galvanise it into good working ex-
fstence, but every such attempt hss miserably
failed. Its loeatiom, in the eapital, is regurded by
very mary as being much less desirable than e
rural situationy yet this eircamstance is not alto-
gether sofficient to account for its marvellous
want of success. Political influences—at least
on one oceasion—may have somewkat tended to
cast upon it a blight; yet, had it attained a heal-
thy existence, thesc influences it could bave out-
lived. The establishment of other and denomi-
cationa! Institutions cannot have been a principal
cause of the failure of ‘this one; for some of
these—ane, ot least, of our Provincial Colleges
—arose out of the ill-fortune of Dalhousie. Its
endowment has been handsome, and the most
strenuous efforts of its friende—and these have
been influential—have been put forth repeatedly
to earry out its original design ; but all in vain.
There has surely been enough of discouragement
in eonnection with its history to lesd its friends
to the conclusion that it is destined to be to them
nothing but e plague, ard that they had betfer
have its funds devoted to the geveral interests of
higher educetion in the Province, and the build-
ing appropriated to some Provinoial object for
which it ie suitable.

But, not utterly disbeartened Ly the past, yet
another earnest attempt is now to be made for
its resuscitation, and a Bill for the purpose of
modifying its whole government and woiking is
before the Legislatare. In its recoustructed form
the privilege of founding Cbairs or Professor-
ships is to be accorded to tLe various denomina-
tions, snd these may be ted in ite

tance, Being now the Pastor of the little churob, | E*2

for oheerful liberality in support of our general e

quiet way, by means of this question, in main- |

taining thereby, the influence and aid olfonneri

friends, of both Presbyterian churches, in the

coming political struggle. We give a copy of

the bill as it now stands.

AY¥ ACT FOR THF RFGULATION AND
OF DALHOUSIE COILEGE.

sUPPORT

m
ln?iu central position, may, if possible, be re-
alized, and the design of its original founders as
nesr as may be carried out:

Be it enacted &c. as follows. The Board of
Governors now appointed consisting of the Hon.
William Young, the Hon. Joseph Howe, Charles

Tu Samuel Leonard S8hannon, John W.
Ritehie, Andrew Mackinlsy, and Jas. F. Avery,
uires, shall be a body pelitic, and

by the name and style of the Governors of Dal-
housie College at Halifax, and shall have and ex-
ercise all usual powers and authorities as such,
and have the title, control nd. disposition of the
Building on the Parade at Halifax, and of pro-
rty and funds belongiog to said College, and
held for the use lher_cof by the present Gover-
nors ; and ell vmwuul!iede shall be fil-
led up on the recommendation of the remaining
members therecf by the Governor in Council. )

Whenever eny body of cbristians of any relig-
jous uasion whatsowver shail satisfy the Bo‘nd
that they are iu & condition to endow and. sup- |
port one or more Chairs or Professorships in the
said college for sn branch of literature or sci-
ence approved of by the Board, such Body on

such endowment to the extent of $1200

shall have a right to nominate a Governor

t.o’:::c his seat at the Board, with the val

of the Bosrd of Governors and of the Governor

in Council, and shall also bave a right to nami-

nate a Professor for such Chair subject to the ap-
proval of the Board of Governors.

The same right of nominsting a Professor
shall belong to any individual or number of in-
dividuals who shall endow to the same extent
and support a chair or Professorship, and to the
executors of any Testator by whose will & Chair
or ip m&ﬁo h.: endowed.

The Governors ve to int
and to determine the duties lnr-'d:nn 5 the
President, Professors, Lecturers, Tutors, and
other officers of the , and from time to
time to make statutes and ws for the regu-
lation and management thereof, and for the ex-
amination of students ious to their admis-
sion, and shall assemble together as often
they shall think fit, and upon such notice as
them shall seem meet for the execution of the
trust hereby reposed in them.

The said college shall be deemed and taken
to be a University with all the usual and neces-

vﬂoga of such institutions, and the stu-
d.:?u,:ihn ve liberty and faculty of taking the
degrees of bachelor, master and doctor in the
several arts aud faculties at the appointed times,
and shall bave liberty within themselves of per-
forming all scholastic exercises for the i
such and in such mannper as shall be
directed by the Statutes and Bye-laws, No re-
ligious tests or subscriptions shall be required of
the Professors, scholars, ‘r’dlm students, or
officers of the college, and‘all the privileges and
edvantages thereof shall be open and free to all
persons whomsoever without to their re-
ligious persussion; and_the Governors ma
appoint as Professors and other Teachers or offi-
cers competent persons of any religious persus.
sion whatsoever.

The Legislature shall have power from time to
time to modify and control the powers conferred

by this Aet.
The Acts heretofore gund in relation to Dal-
housie College are hereby repealed.

It will be seen that the elaborateness of the
Bill has not very greatly taxed the skill of its
framers ; but it is the denominational bearing of
the question which chiefly claims our attention.
Every right-hearted man would be gratified to
see the Presbyterian churches in this Province
oocupying educationally a position commensurate
with their numbers and respectability ; and were
their efforts now directed toward building up, on
an enlarged scale, their own educational Estab-
lishment, they would deserve the fsvor and grati-
tude of every friend of education of whatever creed.
But the question very naturally arises, and can-
not be very satisfactorily answered, Why should
the privileges of a Provincial Institution be hand-
ed over to one denomination for its especial bene-
fit, and under circamstances,too,which eannot but
be regarded as amounting to the virtual exclus-
ion of all the rest? The Bill does not express
this, but the present position of denominational
Instituiions, as resulting from the Legislative ac-
tion of by-gone years, must be taken into account.
The Presbyterian Governors of Dalbousie, from
whom proceeded the proposal made to the Synods
last summer, were quite confident in making that
proposal that other denominations would not
abandon their cherished Institutions,—in the
founding of which they had made great sacri-
fices, and ineurred weighty liabilities,—to take
hold of the Dalbousie project. Of what value
then is the aspect of liberality which this mea-
sure wears P ' It is bot & delusion. Did not the
Legislature of Nova Scotis, several years since,
lay down the principle that denominationsl Col-
leges were the bist for our Province? Have
not some of the denominstions heavily taxed
themselves in carrying out this principle ? Is it
right then that manifest preference should now
be shown toward one denomination in regard to
this Provincial Institution with the intention of
conferring large advantages, from which others]
are excluded by the very efforts they have put
forth oa behalf of Education P

In presenticg this matter before our readers,
and in giving expression to these sentiments, we
are influenced by no unkind feeling toward the
Presbytenan churches. We hold them in esteem.
We wish them success. They are deserving of
praiee for their efforts in the cause of Education.
They ere not to be blamed for being ready to
avail themselves of an offer which, as they im-
agine, promises to them great advantages. We
may be pardoned for believing them to be in-
fluenced in this matter, not so much by a regard
for'the general interests of Education, as by the
hope of denominational advancement and posi-
tion. But in this they are scarcely to be con-
demned. Others might yield to the same motive,
were they in the same circumstances. If the
contemplated measure involving this denomina-
tional preference should be adopted, the res-
ponasibility of such favouritism will rest, not with
the Presbyterians as a bocy, but elsewhere.

We have nothing to do with the seeming in-
consistency of that portion of the expectant be-

ficiaries who are professedly voluntaries, and

as
to

Governorship. The measure is introduced with
the expectation, and with this object espeoially in
view, that the Presbyterian Churches will avail
themselves of such privilege. The circumatances
of those Churches would seem to render it de-
«irable that if they ave to have anyshing to do
with Dalbousie, it should be at ence, before
movements are mado Ly them in another form in
regard o their educativnal schemes: = Aceord.
ingly, in advance of all legislation on the sub-
Ject, overtures were made. to the Synods of the
Kitk cf Beotland, and the Presbyterian Church
of the Lower Provineces respectively, at the
late ssssions of these bodies, to ascertain their
viewa and wishes on the whole matter. A Com-
mittee from each Synod held counsel on the
proposal, and. suthority was given to conclude
arrangements with the Governors of the College.
The present Bill is the result.
A e S I
mem b
difierent cveeds and clasaes, to carry it through;
for, independently of the idea, that this effort on
bebalf of the College may possibly result more
bvmﬂythngrnm ones in promoting iis ef-
fiient gperation, fhere is an sdditional motive
peing géndeen “oa Both “sldes oF ‘the
House, A general election is soon to come off,
ond esplital o seme extont msy be made, s &
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who, though they cannot conscientiously acoept
State grants for denominational purposes, are
not unwilling to enter into partnership with the
Government in the College scheme for_the ad-
vancement of denominational objects. It might
be asked, unless it is to remain in perpetuity a
Presbyterian Coliege, may not gross heterodoxy,
or covert infldeiity, notwithstanding the guard in
one of the sections of the bill, work its way into
Dalhousie, and become an ally of i'resbyteri-
anism P But with this question also Presbyte-
risns themselves have to deal.

We have no idea that any other denomination
in the Provinee engaged in the work of Educa-
tion, can ot all desire to occupy the positioa
sontemplated by the Presbyterian body in rela-
tion to the College ; but even though the project
should utterly fail,the intention of the originators
aad abettors of the scheme will remain the same.
For any denomination having anything to lose,
to form an alliance with so unfortunate a College
#s Dalhousie—to attempt to give a reputation to
that which has hitherto been only a proverb of
m-::‘—& l:tnnnmded withrisk. It would
aem yneds of the two bodies, in deal-
ing with the overture, were not blind to
aad hence thalr ressive to keup their educational
funds 50 under their own oontrol, ag to be st

liberty, whenever s nesessity may arise, to retire

this ; | B

from the part nership. This foresight, in a mat
ter 80 problematical, in only prudent ; for bow-
ever tempting the bait now presented, it is well
to remember that
* The best-laid schemes o’ mice and men,
G .
And lea'e us nn||;=?b‘:1“.,si‘:{.ud pain,
For promised joy.”

Whereas it is expedient to extend the basis on i
which the said Coilege is established, and to alter |
the constitution thereof, so as the t;vneﬂu that | wolenoo of John Wdﬁy.

be fairly expected from its invested capital |

Mz, le,—h.mn ago there appear-
ed in the columns of the New York Christian
ddooeate, & letter from the late Wilbur Fisk,
then President of the Wesleyan University, of
which the following is the summary. The wife
of the Principal being on a visit to Leeds, Eng-
land, the late Robert Newton presented her with
a small bust of the Rev. John Wesley, said to
be a perfect likeness of him st the time it was
taken. A friend,in addfuon, procured for her
the accompanying account of the circumstances
and the oceasion on which it is said, the original
likeness of this was taken. As tbe whole is very
interesting and characteristio—1I copy it for pub-
lieation. If you think well of it please insert it
in the Provincial Wesleyan. Joan,
Canso, March, 1863.

ANECDOTE OF THE REV. JONN WESLEY.

Mr. Duley was one evening taking tea with
that eminent artist, Mr. Culy, when he ssked him
whether he had seen his gallery of busts. Mr.
D., oo answering in the negative, and expressing
» wish to be gratified with a sight of it, Mr.
Culy, conduocted him thither, and after admiring
the busts of several great men of the day, be
came to one which particularly attracted his no-
tice, and on inquiry found it was the likeness of
the Rev. Jobn Wesley. * This bust” said Mr.
C. “ struck Lord Shelbourne, in the same man-
ner it does you, and there is a remarkable fact
connected with it, which, as I know you are
fond of aneedotes, I will relate to you precisely
in the same manner and wordsthat I did to him."
On returning to the parlour, Mr. C. commenced
sccordingly :—I am a very old man ; you must
excuse my little failings ; and, s I before ob-
served, bear it in the very words I repeated it to
his lordship. * My lord,’ said I, “ perhaps you
have heard of John Wesley, the founder of the
Methodista.” O yes, “ he replied.” He—tiat
race of fanatics! *“ Well, my lord, Mr. Wes-
ley had often been urged to have his picture
taken, but be always refused, —alleging ss » rea-
son that be thought it nothing but vanity,” in-
deed, so frequently bad he been pressed on
this point that his friends were reluctantly com-
pelled to give up the ides. One day be called
upon me on the business of our church. I be-
gan the old subject of entreating bim to allow
me to take his likeness, * Well,” said I, “ know-
ing you value money for the means of doing
good, if you will grant my request, I will en-
gege to give you ten guineas for the first ten
minutes that you sit, and for every minute that
exceeds that time, you shall receive a guinea.”
“ What !” said Mr. Wesley, “ do I understand
you aright, that you will give me ten guineas for
baving my likeness taken? Well I agree to it.”
Hoe then stripped off his coat, and laid on the
sofs, and in eight minutes, I bad the most per-
fect bust I had ever taken. He then washed bis
face, and I counted to him ten guineas into-his
band. Well, said he, turning to his companion,
I never till now, earned money so speedily—but
what shell we do with it? They then wished
me a good morning, end proceeded over West-
minster Bridge.

The first object that presented itself to their
view was a poor woman erying bitterly, with
three children hanging round her, each sobbing,
though spparently too young to understand their
motber’s griefl. On inquiring the cause of her
distress, Mr. Wesley learned that the creditors
of her husband were dragging him to prison,
after having sold their effects, which were inade-
quate to pay the debt of eighteen shillings, wkich
the creditors declared should be paid. One
guinea made her happy ! They then proceeded
on, followed by the blessings of the now happy
mother. On Mr. Wesley’s inquiring of Mr.
Barton, his friend, where their charity was most
needed, he replied he knew of no place where
his money would be more acceptable than in
Giltspur-street Compter. They accordingly re-
paired thither ; and, on ssking the turnkey to
point out the most miserable object under his
oare, he answered, if they were come in zearch
of poverty, they need not go far. The first ward
they entered they were struck with the appear-
ance of a poor wreteh who was greedily esting
potatoe skins. On being questioned, he izform-
ed them that he had been in that situation,
supported by the casusl alms of compassionate
strangers for several months, without any hope
of relief, and that he was eonfined for the debtof
half a guinea. On hearing this, Mr. Wesley
gave him a guines, which he received with the
utmost gratitude, and he had the pleasure of

ing him liberated with half a guinea in his
yzcht. The poor man, on leaving his place of
confinement, ssid : Gentlemen, as you come here
in search of poverty, pray go up stairs, if it be
not tod late. They instaatly proceeded thither,
and bebeld & sight which called forth all their
compession. On s low stool, with his back to-
ward them, sat a man, or rather a skeleton, for
be was literally nothing but skin and bone, his
band supported his head, and his eye seemed to
be rivetted to the opposite corner of the cham-
ber, where lay, stretched on a pallet of straw, &
young woman, in the last stage of a consumption,
apparently lifeless, with an infant by ber side
which was quite dead. Mr. Wesley immediately
sent for medical assistance, but it was too late
for the unfortunate femsle, who expired a few
hours afterwards from starvation, ss the doetor
declared.
You may imagine, my lord, that the remain-
ing eight guineas would not go far in aiding such
distress as this. No expense was spared for the
relief of the now only surviving sufferer. But
80 extreme was the weakness to which he was
reduced, that six weeks elapsed before he could
speak sufficiently to relate his own history. It
appeared he had been a respectable merchant,
and had married a beautiful young lady, emi-
veatly sccomplished, whom be almost idolised.
They lived happily together for some time, until,
by failure of a speculation in which his whole
property was embarked, he was completely ruin-
ed. No sooner did he become acquainted with
his misfortune than he called all Lig creditors
together, laid before them the statement of his
affairs, and showed them his books which were
in the most perfect order. They all willingly
signed the dividend except the lawyer, who owed
his rise in the world to this merchant. The sum
was £250, for which he obstinately declared he
should be sent to0 jeil. It was in vain the cre-
ditors urged him to pity his forlorn condition,
and to consider his grest respectability, that

ines” | down to the lowest cent in

clothes, and their resources failing, they found |
themselves at last reduced to absolute starvation. |
The poor infant had just expired from want, and

| the hapless mother was about to follow it to the

' grave, when Mr. Wesley and his friend entered ;
and, as | before stated, the husband was so re-
duced from the same cause, that, without the

| utmost care, he must have fallen a sacrifice ; and |

| as Mr. Wesley, who was not for doing things by
 halves, had aequainted himself with this case of |
| extreme misery, be went to the creditors and in-

| formed them of it. They were beyond measure | actually convicted of it. They won't trust you if |
astonished to learn what be had to mame to | they detect in your dealings with them the ap-!

{
| them, for s long time had elapeed without hear-
|ing of the merchant or his family, some supposed
him to be dead, and others that he had quitted

which he (the lawyer) had been instrumental in
causing; but even this conld not move him to
compassion. He declared the merchant should
not leave the prison without paying every far-
thing !

Mr. Wesley repeated bis visit to the other
creditors, who considering the case of the suf-
ferer, agreed to raise a sum and release him.
Some gave £100, others £200, and anather £300.
The affairs of the merchant took a different turn :
God seemed to prosyer him, and in the second
year he called his creditors together, thanked
them for their kindness, and paid them the sum
80 generously obtained. Success continuing to
attend him, he was enabled to pay all bis debts,
and afterwards realised considerable property.
His afflictions made such a deep impression on
his mind, that he determined to remove the pos-
sibility of others suffering from the same cause,
and for this purpose advanced a considerable
sum as a foundation fund for the relief of small
debtors. And the very first person who partook
of the same was the inexorable lawyer.”

This remarkable fact so entirely 'convinced
Lord Shelbourne of the mistaken opinion he
bad formed of Mr. Wesley, that, he immediately
ordered a dosen of busts to embellish the grounds
of his beautiful residence.

A Short S8ermon.

BY PETER PLAINTALKER.
¢ Abstain from all appearanes of evil.'—1 Thess. v. 22

The text is found among sundry practical ex-
hortations to the Thessalonians. The text is the
complement of the whole, coastituting the con-
cluding exhortation of the apostle to the Thessa-
lonian church : “ Abstain from all appearance
of evil” This, my hearers, is a most compre-
hensive requirement, which every Christian ought
to study with the utmost care, and seek to ob-
serve with constant diligence. Let us explain
and enforce it.

1. We are to explain the exhortation.

In order to comprehend the sense of the text
we must uanderstand the meaning of the terms
which it employs. The word * evil,” denotes
whatever is bad, worthless, knavish, or injurious.
As here used it is synonymous with sinful. Now,
from whatsoever is positively and evidently sin-
ful, bad, injurious, we are especially ‘forbidden.
“ Abbor that which is evil.” * Let no evil com-
munications come out of your mouth. These are
very strict and extensive requirements, compre-
bending all evil thoughts, words, desires and
aotions, and prohibiting all evil in beart and life.

But the precept of the text goes farther than
that. It forbids the indulgence of the  appear-
ance of evil.” The word translated “ appearance,”
eidos, means the shape, figure, form or fashion of
athing. The precept therefore, forbids that
which has the resemblance of sin. This is rend-
ered otill more empbatic by the qualifying word
“ all,” thus prohibiting every, even the most die-
tant resemblance of sin.

We all know that there are many things res-
pecting the monality of which the public mind is
divided. There are many things which may

respecting them j but others may consider them
improper and inconsistent with our profession.
There are many thivgs which may be allowed by
the mass of professed Christians, which our own
consciences may not altogether approve of. There
are many things which, if they are oot positive-
ly evil, if they do not affect our outward rela-
tions to the church and people of God, or utterly
sacrifice our Christian character, have, neverthe-
less, the appearanes of evil, and by yielding to
them we may injure the cause of religion, bring
suspicion upon our characters and condemna-
tion apon our own souls.

Now the text is designed to guide us with res-
peet to all such matters of doubtful morality, or
of questionable propriety. Affirmatively, it
amounts to this: Do nothing which you are not
entirely satisfled is right. Having thus explain-
ed, I cowe,

2. To enforce the exbortation. -
And, first, my hearers, “ abstain from all sp-
pearance of evil” in your spirit and temper.
Keep your minds ecomposed and eollected. Do
not exhibit the * appearance ” of anger, revenge,
pride, or any other unholy and unchristian feel-
ing. Sometimes good people injure themselves
in this way. Their manifestations of feeling are
improper, end the world is not ready to draw
the distinction between the appearance of sinful
emotions, and their actual existence.

Secondly, * Abstain from all appearance of
€vil” in your words. How often is the ear of
Christian purity shocked by expressions used by
religious people that have very much the appear-
ance of indecency, impurity, profanity, irrever-
ence, or something else equally unseemly? De-
pend upon it if you are fond of * darning” and
*“ danging ", somebody will ssy that in suitable
company you would use language less equivocal
and unmesning. If you tell big yarns, and es-
pecially such as seem improbable, somebody will
question your truthfulness. 1f you are forever
joking, you will not have much credit for godly
sobriety ; and if your words appear, however re-
motely or indirectly illiberal, you will gaia no re-
putation for charity.

Thirdly, “ Abstain from sll sppesrance of evil”
in your assoeistions.

The old proverb says truthfully, “ Birds of &
feather flock together.” Christisnity does not
forbid your having intercourse with unconverted
men. The Master ate with publicans and sin-
ners. As long as you are following the calls of
your legitimate business, complying with your
proper social duties, or trying to do men good,
you do no wrong. But when you seem to make
preference of the society of the worldly, the vain,
the irreligious, when you seem to take delight
in their company rather thea in the society of
godly men, it has the “ appearance of evil ” and
men will judge of you by the company you keep.
Fourtbly, “Abstain from sll appearance of
ovil” in your business. We do not mean by this,
do not sell whisky, do not chest your customers,
do not oppress the poor and those who are em-
ployed by you, for all that, and everything of the
sort, is avowedly wrong. Baut there are a thou-
sand ways in which you can “ buy, sell, and get
gain” in a manner perfoctly lawfal, and yet with
“ the appearance of evil” It looks very much
like covetousness, wben you persistently beat
" buying, and exaot the
very highest price in selling. It looks very much
as if you'Bad ‘sold yourself' to mammon when
you have %0 ourrounded youpself with basiness
thet you seunot stend the weehly-prayer meer

the country. Among the rest, he called o the |
lawyer, and painted to him, in the most glovin‘[ Do not imitate the world in your style of living. | it is for God.” Aced this divine
colors, the wretchedness he had witnessed, and |

seem to us to be right ; we mey heve no scruples | perfine

ing, have no time to attend to the business of the '
cburch, and are incapacitated for all spiritual im- |
provement throughout the Sabbath. It is very .
easy for you by little things which are not ob-
viously wrong, nor yet just * four square” to get |
the name of a cheat. Remember, that other
people have as keen au eye to their own interests,
8¢ you have to yours, that with the masses ap- !
pearances go a great ways, and that it will be as
bad for your character and interests, inthopo-"
pular mind, to be esteemed dishonest as to be

pearance of extortion, deception, or frand.

| Fifthly, ** Abstain from all appearance of evil”
| in your general habits.

You profess to be weaned from the world.

your dress, your equipage, or your general beha-
vior. It is not necessary in order to this, that
you should live like a boor, dtess in rags, or be
impolite. There is reason in everything; and
religion requires that a man should be, in the
best sense of the term, a gentleman. But, if you
seem fond of display about your home, if you use
rich and costly furniture, if you wear gay and
fashionable clothing, if you stand out upon the
most rigid rules of etiquette, even in your inter-
course with the members of the church, it will
« appear " that you sre *of the world,” snd it
may be hard to convince your neighbors of the
contrary.

Sixthly, “ Abstain from all appearance of evil”
ig your pleasures. _

A great many people * whip the devil round
the stump,” in their amusements. They won’t
g0 to the theatre, not jhey; but they “will go to
the museum and enjoy a play there as much as
anybody ! They would not be seen playing
cards, but they have no objection to a game of
“ button,” or some other “ innocent” play ! They
would not attend a borse-race, but they will ride
a fast animal half to death privately, just to try
his mettle! They would fly from a saloon or
grog-shop as from a plague ; but they have no
objection to some wine with their dessert! Now,
if you want to avoid the * evil” itself, avoid its
« appearance” always and everywhere.

But why should you do this? I answer,

First, for your own sake. Consider your safety.
If you yield to the appearance, you will be soon
led into the evil itself. The substance is never
far from the stadow, and is always connected
with it. Consider your influence. /If you do
that which is unseemly, you must soon sacrifice
the confidence of your brethren and the respect
of worldly men. The remark will speedily pass
round while fingers point at you from every side :
* He is no better than he ought to be.”

Secondly, For the rake of the cburch. You
cannot suffer in your own influence or character
without injury to the body of Christ.” Of that
body you are a constituent member, and “ if one
member suffer all the members suffer with it.”

Thirdly, For Christ’s sake. He has command-
ed it. It is your duty to obey him. As he is
your king, a sense of duty should persuade you
to submission to his suthority. As he is your
Redeemer and Bavior, gratitude to him should
ineline you to hear and obey his voice.

Finally, You cannot comply with this require-

i
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of t.:n find a score of these wise
one of these churches is much gdy
the position it beld twenty ,:f,‘.".';d b
attempt at striking out a new path of Chn.m’
usefulness they have discouraged a4 g .
These religious Red-tapists haye ..::'"o“
weakness and deficiency, but not * single i
lence in ang plan which did net ;‘;onn_
themsalves, or which did not, like the tom
8ans Souei, carry the mould of age P u
{backs. Hence tteir churches
maintaining their o!d position,
l; conventional sage.

ave beem preaching to a half
f this day. No, he '5! what (‘u:::," chapel u
{mad ; but so aleo was anoth ot o

“er Bieat .
Preacher, who ¥aid “ If.we be beside \Smelu.

mad;
preferable to that stagnant sanity, -

That Mr. Spurgeon has geniug cqp
longer denied. The man who, pes; ®
preach to s mere handful of

fashionable seet, could soon m:::!!‘u{ - -
welf the gaze of all England, by sy o
and pay for such a chapél o muﬁz
Tabernaele, and Al &t when built, ey gor
Sundays only, but for months ang yeary o
with a cougregstion fully y N
mental power, and far ’hﬂl:)nl: ::r;'::.:m
size ; that maun must be wowething more lh:
the mere mountebank some would have y,
believe him. His mental muscle, hig .‘m'.‘;u
forward Saxon style, his .inuu; M':
Place him in the front rank of Chritian Preuey.
ers. And when we think of the extraordinary
fupidity with which his cburch has grown, and™
is growiag, and of the enormous influence which,
he is exerting in one of the worst distriety iy
London ; we thankfully acknowledge him s
‘¢ chosen vessel * in the sanctuery of God ; wad
we h?ld out to him the hand of brotherly regand,
Il.d in the name of the Lord wish him a aill
wider popularity, and a still mightier mory
power.—Meth. Recorder.
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Albert Barnes on Slavery,
There was, indnd. and there i, one great
evil which we bad inberited, which has been our
bane and the cause of all our trouble, which we
had not, up to the war, beet able to remove.
Our fathers complained that England had forced
it upon us. 1t was an original charge in the De.
claration of Independence, that this had been
forced upon the colonies without their consent,
England was more responsible for it than we
were. Those unhappy foreigners of a different
okin bad been conveyed here in British shipe,
and under British laws, andin the use of British
capital and for the purposes of British gain. The
suppression of the trade was then demanded by
no developed principle in the Briush constitu
tion, and by no prevailing feeling of the British
people. It was long, long safter this, that the
case of Somerset occurred, in which it was deter.
mined that slavery in England was contrary to
the British conmstitution, and the delivery'of
the opinion of Lord Mansfleld in that case eon-
stituted an epoch in English bistory. But the
evil was already entailed upon us, and the great
prineiple which was thus, at & late period, ap:
d in England came 00 late to reach the

ment without much enquiry, care, watchfuiness
and resolution. You cannot do it of yourself.
But Christ will aid you. He has been made of
God unto you, ** wisdom, and right , and
sanctification, and redemption.” Look to bim
for help in every time of need. May he lead you
into all truth. Ames.

Gospcl Bidge.

Mr. Spurgeon and the Saturday
Review

The Saturday Review is suffering from Spur-
geophobis, No sane man ever suspected that
journal of the slightest sympathy with evaogeli-
cal operations. Religion according to this * Su-
Review,” is valuable in its place. Itise
good thing for the lower orders, provided always
that they have not too much of it, and that whet
they do possess be of the Episcopal pattern. To
bave some semblance of godliness is also rather
ereditable than otherwise to respectsble people.
Moreover, religion is not unuseful as a political
engine and considering that it has been and is &
power in the world, it, like knight-errantry sad
spirit-rapping, is s curious and interesting sub-
jeot for the philosophical student. Of courss, s
periodical whose religious creed is little if any
deeper and more earnest than the above can
hardly be expected to sympathise cordially with
such men as Robert Maguire, Newman Hall,
and C. H. Spurgeon. But the fact is that many
really earnest men, who value religion as some-
thing more than s mere whetstone on which to
sharpen their wit, either shamefully abuse or un-
kindly hold aloof from Mr. Spurgeon and his
work. It is fortunate that he has moral courage
enough to withstand clamour and disregard slight.
He has done so : if necessary he will do so again ;
but we think the time is fully come when all
shyness between the various Christian Churches
and the Metropolitsn Tabernacle should be done
away, snd the most popular Preacher living
should be welcomed as a brother homoured by
God.

Many good folks were shocked at the outset
of Mr. Bpurgeon’s career, by strange, uncouth,
upjustifiable expressions, which were reported to
have been uttered by him. Now many of these
were perpetrated by other men long before their
reputed author was heard of, and were raked up
from their graves in order to raise a laugh at his
expense. Others were unblushingly invented by
a similar process to the following. In its issue
of Nov. 29, the Saturday Review contained these
words :—** To those who have not hearl Mr.
Spurgeon preach we cannot better describe his
style than by quoting words which are either gen-
uine or Kave been cleverly invented. He is re-
ported lately to have said, ‘Ido not ssk you,
how are your poor feet, but how are your poor
souls ? and this is the question which I would put
to you or to agy other man’” Next week we
saw in & newspaper a positive statement that Mr,
Spurgeon recently said in @ sermon, “ 1 do not
ask you, &e., And s0 the insinuated e was re-
pidly circulated, doubtless, to the great satisfac-
tion of the Saturday Reviewer. Setting aside |
then all those tales which, though the products
of other men, have been ascribed to him, and
also those which are pure fictions, there remain.
perhaps, a fow expressions which the wise and
sedate may ressonably regret. Doubtless he has
attacked theological opponents with a headlong
violence which seid little for his philosophical
breadth of thought and even less for his juvenile
modesty. But is this an unpardonable sin in a
young msn of twenty-five? Recollect, ye wise
men, that once ye did not see all the facets of
the diamond Truth, as now ye think, ye do; and
pardon the young man if, in his passionate seal,
he, catohing the sparkle from one of them, too

besuty.

the conventional sense of that term. And we
are heartily thankful that he is ot : _for there is
s sort of parrow, frigid, conventional wisdom,
which is to hbﬂndinahﬁnuwvmﬂ-:;
and which is one of the greatest

the more rdpid of of the Christisn
Chureh of to-dsy. One msy go to a dosen con-
grogations in any city of the kingdem ; in oneh

heartily declared that it slone had light and |*

Perhape Mr. S8purgeon is not a wise man in |,

evil which she had inaugurated in the colonies,
for then we were an independent people. 0!
how happy had it been for us, for Eogland, for
Africa, for the world, if Mansfield bad lived &
century earlier; if a similar case had occurred
then ; and if the great sentiment of liberty which
weat forth when he uttered that opinion hadjeoy -
ered the colonies as well as the little parsot jele
—that sentence which had proolsimed that the
air of England bas long been too pure for s slave,
and every man is free who breathes it. Every
man who comes into England is entitled to the
protection of English laws, whatever oppression
be may beretofore have sufigred, and whateve
may the color of his skin, v

* Quamvis ille niger, quamvistu candidus esses.”
But the evil was fastened upon us. It bad struck
its roots deep. It threatened to fill the land. We
have not been able to remove it, snd whea we
had failed for want of power, or waat of will,
or both, God took the matter into his own hands ;
and on the throes and conflicts and stripes, sad
blood, and sacrifice snd sorrow incident to it
England looks without sympathy, without sny
manifested regard for her own prineiples, [up-
parently willing now that the curse which she
entailed upon us shall rend our Republic, break
down for ever our free institutions, and bathe
the land whieh she hereelf twice endeavored in
vain to eonquer, in oceans of blood.

The ultimate entire removal of slavery from
our land is essential to permsnent peace. Ous
history, under the Confederation, aud now for
eighty years under the Constitution, has shown
that slavery has been, and is, almost the only
cause of alienation between the North and the
South; and that but for this there pever has
been any insuperable reason why the North snd
the South should not live and act in harmony.
But the same oauses which have now produged
collision on this subjeet, will produce it agsin;
nor will it ever be possible to adjust our free in-
stitutions to the idea that slavery is to be perpe-
tual in the land. That fact isx’'now established ;
it cannot be denied. The Southknows it ; the
North affirms it ; the world m-éLV All attempts,
therefore, to secure permanent peace, except on
the assumption that slavery is somehow to cease
ultimstely in the land, have been demonstraged
by our past history to be in-vain.

Yot it is clear that, in securing this result,
everything must depend on the mode in which it
is done—if ever done. It cannot be secured by
a mere exertion of power; by an act from any
quarter declaring all the slaves at once free.—
Such power is not given to any individual, or to
any body of men under the Coxstitution, snd
however that power may be believed, in  state
of war, to be “a military necesiity,” yot even
this could extend only to those parts of the soun-
try actually in s state of insurrection, snd could
have no spplicability to the portions of the ns-
tion that could by sny fair construction be~ve-
garded as loyal. As & civil sot; ss an 8t
pertaining to the General Government, Congres
has no such power ; the Executive bss no suoh
power ; the third branch of the Gonrnmn'"'
the Supreme Court—has no such power. 1f this
power were possessed by the General Govera-

could déscribe the evils which would followfio
the immediste enancipation of four nflllios®

people held in slavery : .pooplonnutd””‘
dom ; most of whom are unsble to resd ; 4 pe¥”
ple unsccastomed to provide for hll
hsvh(moﬂhtmo-ywhhhw‘“-

the effort at self-support and the support
. s ituslly mainlyby

where the end was distinctly "
no remate period, aud where » system of SR
ing preparatory 1o it shomld besh 08ee 3
on, Stting those millions for freedom. S0
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ment, and should be exercised by it, no pi_ "~




