
February 3, .1897. MESSENGER AND VISITOR. [67] 3
.

ages, haunted the places of saints, graves, or saintly rags the pastorate of the church at Beaver Hiver, Yarmouth “Don't be afraid to tell me just what he said."
Md. 1 ШтХҐ to ^;;He told me you must die." ;

shrine of St. Ann Beaupre. “Say not in tliiue Ifcart, who pastorate he was very ill with typhoid fever, after which How lon8 do“ h' think 1 “n llve ?
Into heaven ? ( that is to bring Christ down he never enjoyed the vigor of his earlier days, which was “Not to exceed four days, and that you may drop away
or who shall descend into the deep ?( But the of more than ordinary strength. For several years he at any hour.”
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believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from the strength compelled him to turn aside from the toils of the not prepared to die now. Do tell me how I can get ready, 
dead, thou shalt be saved. " pastorate, in which he had been engaged for about half a Make it so plain that I can get hold of it. Tell me, in a
їдажіглггй ж,.*>««.r'SLr™,tplfoly;1
God In Christ. Our humanity can find God in God's of the second childhood. On the 24th of December, 1896, know Уоп fath«Vfor 1 U8ed to hear exPlain * to 
humanity, and nowhere else. the hour of his release came. By his request his grave

The truth is, long before we seek God, God has been was made in the cemetery at Clementsvale, where so ’Twas no time now for tears, but for calmness and
-SS mournw'^tear ^ by which to fead the «ulto Christ, end both „еге

It is God who first arrests our attention with the cry, for the pastor who had led them to Christ in their early ®lven- — —:------------ --------— -----------------J
Ho, every one that thirtieth come ye to the waters* year*. The ministry eA Bro. Cogswell was characterized "My son, I see you are afrgid to die.” *
оте, yea сомеУ It is God's voice that sends out the by intense zeaL His early religious convictions and “Yes, lam.”

exhortation, "Seek ye the Lord-while He may be found.” training were under the old " New light ” regime, and his “Well I suppose you feel guilty ?”
Yes, indeed, long before you or I ever dreumt of coming religious experiences and preaching were true to type. ««v— Vu-* *УіГт w 5 3 ' . . ,

to God, He came to us in this old gospel of grace and The, three R’s of the gospel suppfied the theme of his Yes, that is it. I have been a wicked young man.
truth, in this story of Jesus Christ which Jay by our sermons—Ruin by the fall, Redemption by Jesus You know how it is in the anny.” 
mother's bedside the day we were born, which lay on our Christ and Regeneration by the Holy Spirit, when "You want to be forgiven, don't you ?”
father'» table through all the dave of »ur infancy and under the special influence, of the Spirit he would give “0h, that is what j want. Can I be, father ?"
youth. In this gospel God is manifest in the flesh, and no uncertain sound on these subjects, m his own im- ' . : ,, .
standing upon the dead level of our human nature, He passioned manner, with wonderful effect. His ministry vertamiy. 
graciously invites us, "Comb unto mb. * * * No on* was crowned with extensive and powerful revivals, such "Can I know it before I die ?”
'cometh unto the Father but by mb.” Indeed in these asare^ot repeated in these provinces in these days. It
days and in this land you and I cannot get out of Christ's was the custom of his day to associate with neighboring
influence except by hiding from Him, neglecting that pastors in special services, known then as " protracted
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our ears to His voice and telling Him, "Go thy wav for to these methods of work. Noplace was given to rational- days of my son came to my mind. I had not thought of
this time, in a more convenient season I wilt call for ism aa with ain cursed men it was and is hugely of the it Могс for Kvcrai years. Now it came beck to me,
thee." devil. A eold religious formalism, however elegant, was . . . -^T. . . . . . „ . ..

To those who have assumed this attitude, allow me to labeled for the '* broad way ” and sinners were warned to fre9h with lU “terest, and just what was wanted to guide
say plainly and solemnly, there is a lime when you may flee from it. In an old-fashioned and dogmatic style the the agitated heart of this yonng inquirer to Jesus.
seek God successfully, but when that time is past you gospel of the grace of God was proclaimed, the happy “Do you remember while at school in------, you came
will seek in vain This awful doctrineis wrapt ttp in one experiences of the regenerated was emphasized, these home onc day, midi, having occasion to rebuke you, you '
word, whilb. "Seek ye the Lord while He may be joys of salvation were sought for and found, the new life . ' « . .... . ,

SSiTvTeSaToS&S! ^fS“7wT^reuove^X^,
these few passages thoughtfully “Because I have call- high levels of uniform Christian B*- -id work on the aa I thought of your coming to see me, and felt so badly
ed, and ye refund; I have stretched out my hand, and part of pastorand people were not..uuned. As in nature aboat it that, mnttd t0 you, and once more ask you
no man regarded ; but ye have set at nought all my coun*- it was high tides and low ebbs. These religious declensions . . „
sel, and would none of my reproof : I also will laugh at were perplexing, perhaps quite as much so as the cold to IOT8lve me- 4
your calamity : I will mock when your fear cometh ; formal uniformity in our churches today ; but in those
when your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruc- days of Bro. Cogswell’s ministry were bom into the anger had subsided, you came in and threw your
:ion cometh as a whirlwind ; -when distress and anguish Kingdom the very pillars of onr Baptist dons. We can- ar0und mv neck and said. Mv dear father, I am sorry I
come upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I not afford in our times to undervalue the ministry of our , . J T, . .__. .. . , .. .
will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they shall fathers, even if it should appear to us to be impulsive and abused you so. It was not your loving son that did it. I
not find me.” "Strive to enter in at the strait gate : emotional rather than intellectual. Still waters at high was very angry. Won’t you torgive me ?’ ” 
for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in and shall,, or low levels are not living waters. Vigorous life has its "Yes, I remember it very distinctly."
not be able. When once the Master of the house is risen variations. This fact indicates the conditions of our "Do you remember what I said to you as you wept on

shall
from above

others,”

"Certainly.”
father, make it so plain that I can get"Well, now,

hold of it.”

"Do you remember how, after the paroxysm of your
arms

up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand spiritual life*
without, and to knock at the door saying, Lord, Lord, In the life of Bro. Cogswell we have illustrated the тУ neCK 1 
open unto us ; and He shall answer and say unto you, I special care God has for his servants. In the first years
know you not whence ye are : then shall ye begin to say, of his ministry a good wife was given him in the person
We have eaten and drunk in Thy presence, and Thon has of Miss Lydia Beckwith, a noble Christian girl. To her 
taught in our streets. But He shall say, I tell you I know ability ana devotion to her husband and his work, he
you not whence ye are ; depart from me, all ye workers was largely indebted for his success in his pastorate. To
of iniquity. There shall be weeping and gnashing of her children, six of whom are with them in the better
teeth, when ye shall see Abraham ana Isaac and Jacob land and three are on the way, she was a loving, wise
and all the phophets in the Kingdom of God, and you mother. When in March, 1875, the Master called her
ourselves thrust out.” Then said Jesus againhmto them, home. God gave him an efficient wife in Misa M

" I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and shall die in of Bridgetown, N. S., who for twelve years
your sins: whither I go ye cannot come. ’ ’ Some of us may counsellor and sharer of his toils in his last
have already provoked the Lord, 50 that we may be now When the closing years of helpl
standing at this critical point—our next refusal our last. down to the end of-the journey

"Seek ye the Lord wmle He may be .founds’ While ! way made as smooth aa possible by this devoted wife.
What can this word * 'while" just in this spot mean ? It Surely the blessings of the Lord maketh rich. May these
unquestionably means that we can reach a time when, rest abundantly on Sister Cogswell and the children our 
eyoud the cry for prayer and the touch oi our faith, the dear brother leaves this side the river.

God of salvation may be far away, and far away forever.

"Very well. You said. 'I forgive you with all my 
heart, ' and kissed me. I shall never forget those words.” 

"Did you believe me?”
"Certainly. I never doubted your words,”
"Did you then feel happy again ?”
"Yes, perfectly ; and since that time I have always 

n loved you more than ever before. I shall never forget 
wwise bow it relieved me when you looked upon me so kindly, 
pastorate, 

eeneae came, hia steps 
were steadied and the

І
and said, T forgiveyou with all my heart.' ”

‘ Well, now, this is just the way to come to Jeans. 
Tell him ‘I
and times quicker than a father’s love forgave you, will 
he forgive you. He says he will. Then you must take 

J. H. 8. his word for it, just as you did mine.”
"Why, father, is this the way to become a Christian ?” 
"I don't know of any other.”
"Why, father, I can get hold of this. I aiÿào glad 

you have come to tell me how.”
He turned his head upon his pillow for rest I sank into 

my chair and wept freely, for my heart could no longer 
suppress its emotions. I had done my work, and com
mitted the case to Christ. He, too, I was soon assured, 
had done his. The broken heart had made its confession, 
bad heard what it had longed for, "I forgive you,” and 
believed it.

I soon felt the nervous hand on my head, and heard 
the word "father” in such a tone of tenderness and joy, 
that I knew the change had come.

“Father, my dear father, I don't want you to weep 
any more, you need nôt. I am perfectly happy now. 
Jesus has forgiven me. I know he has, for he says so, 
and I take his word for it, just as I did yours.”

The doctor soon came in, and fonnd him cheerful and 
happy, looked at him, felt his pulse, which he had been 
watching with intense anxiety, and saidk^

"Why, Colonel, you look better.”
"I am better, Doctor. I am going to get well. My 

father has told me how to become a Christian, and I am 
very happy. I believe I shall recover, for God has 
heard my prayer. Doctor, I want you to become a 
Christian, too. My father can tell yon how to get hold 
of it.”

The Colonel still lives, a member of the church of 
Christ.

I was made a better man and better minister by that 
scene, where this dear son, struggling with his guilt and 
fear of death, was led to Jesus, and found the pardon of 

"What did he tell you ? Does he think I shall re- bis sins. I there resolved never to forget that charge he
made to me in his extremity: "Make it so plain that 
I can get hold of it. "—Evangelist.

sorry,' just as you tdld me, and ten thons-

¥ * ¥

Rev. Aaron Cogswell "Make It So Plain That I Can Get Hold of It’’
had his birthday in Kings Co., N. S., on the 26th of May,
1829. He was converted at the age of 18 years, and On the sixteenth day after the battle of Gettysburg I
baptized by the Rev. E. Masters. At this early age he entered the room where a young wounded colonel waa
entered upon his life’s work in the public ministry. The appareutly near to death. As I entered he was roused 
opportunity for education at this date in these provinces from his stupe*-, and beckoned me to his bedside, and
was quite limited, and the demand for intellectual culture 'threw his feeble-arme aronnd my neck.

"O my father, how glad I am to see you. I was

A TRUB STORY.

not as imperative as at the presell* day. Our educational 
institutions at Wolfville were just beginning to supply afraid you would not come till it was too late. I am too
for the Baptists the needed aid. By the assistance of feeble to say much, though I have a great many things to
friends Bro. C. entered upon his studies there. The Bap- say to yoû ; you must do all the talking. Tell me all
list church atHantsport waa without a pastor. An invi- about dear mother and sister.”
tation was given to the young man to supply. 'The result I soon perceived by the appearance of those in the 
was an immediate aud extensive revival. Educational houae that there waa no hope entertained of his recovery, 
pl ans were abandoned. What need for the time-consuming, But as I could no longer endure the agony of suspense, I 
soul-drying process of study, when the Holy Spirit said at last inquired of the doctor, "Doctor, how long do you 

go preach ” to souls perishing, and the " Lo I am with think he can live ?” 
was verified by the conversion of the sin-cursed ?

A call to the pastorate of the Hantsport church was hour.” 
extended and accepted. At the end of two years this 
onnectioq terminated and the pastorate of what is now tion ?” 

known as the Port Lome and Hampton churches was

’Not more than four days. He may drop away at any

"Have you, or has anyone, told him of his real condi-

"No. We have left that painful duty for you to do, as 
' ntered upon. Here Bro. C. was ordained in 1843. Revival ^ have bten expecting vour arrival for several days.”
"i fluences attended hie ministry, but the severe trials of Ш MМИЩЩ As I entered, the room with the dreaded message of
the pastorate, together with the conscious need of larger dcath pressing on my heart, the eyes of my son fastened 
"lucational advantages, which were now beyond his 
reach, led him for a short time to contemplate an abandon
ment of the ministry. In 1850 he entered upon his labors 
with the church at Clemente as co-pastor with the late 
Israel Potter, Jr. For more than twelve years he led this 
i’coplewith great success. It was with much reluctance 
they accepted his resignation that he might enter upon

on me.
"Come, sit by my ride, father. Have you been talking 

with the doctor about me ?”
"Yes.”

There was a painful hesitation for a moment.
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