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The Discussion on the 1. C. R

and the Drummond
Extension

Mr. Blair and Mr. Fielding do Net
Agree Relative to Provincial
Prosperity.

Mr. Powell and Mr. McLennan Dispute Some.
Conclusions Reached by the
Minister of Railways.

OTTAWA; June 2—Mr, Blair gave
the house another four hours' exposi-
tion of the Montreal extension scheme
yesterday. The time was sufficient to
cover pretty well the' whole matter of
the contract with the Grand Trunk,
which was described in a recent let-

ter. The minister of railways did not
‘devote his fml!‘ hours toAﬂﬂl
The oné thing that “would v
new to the members and seemed most
to reguire’ fresh explaration, was neot
touched. Two years ago Mr. Blair in-
troduced this same resolution, but
with variations.. That resolution was
not accepted by the senate, The chief
difference between the first bargain
&nd the-second one is in relation to
the adjustment of the maintenance
expenses and the payment for better-
ments. The contract has been amen-
ded in these two respects as follows:

- ‘ ik e <

As to maintenance: By the origipal
agreement .the Intercolonial was  to
pay one half of the cost of the main-
téenance of the terminus, the bridge,
and the 35 miles of railway from the
bridge to’ Ste. Rosalie. According to
Mr. Blair's statement the proportion
of traffic handled by the two contract-
ing pa.rti-'sls one to 25. Sothat by the
first barga,in the Infercolonial, though
using the road oné twenty-fifth part’
ag niich’ as ‘the Grand Trunk, would
pay. an equal share for maintenance.
The present a,greement divides the
maintenance charges in proportion to
traffic. It would have been interesting
to learn from the minister of rallways
with the experience of one year's op-
eration what the financial " result of
this change ‘would be. Mr, Blair nev-
er mentioned it. He never even inti-
mated tha.t,‘tlivere wasg such a change.

As 1o bettermeuts. The original ‘bar-

- gain. prqvide_g;_ that iI additiops. or
ng uther increase in

permanent p)q,nt was required on the
property used Jointly, the Grand
Trunk . p_any should make the im-

thzt if he boasted of the -
ptovemnt he’ had- made in ﬁxe‘ bar<

“ha would ‘condemn 'theé old~ oue
and”justify the senate ini’ defestlns‘ it.
He ' defended the' old measuré two
yedrs ago as the best railway bargain |
ever made in Canada. He deflends the
present measure in precisely the same
terms. If this bill is thrown out he

will  probably come down two years!

hence with a new bargain reducing the
rental from five per cent. to a three}l
per cent. basis, or from $140,000 2
year to $84,000. Then he will €l us
again that this was the greatest bar-
gain ‘ever made by any minister in
Canada, and that he has achfeved the
proudeat moment. in, his life.. But no}
person who heard Mr. Blair -speak |
yesterday would suppose that he ever
made more than one Grand Trunk
contrast.,

P——

The minister of railways devoted an
honr and more to the condemnation
of the present traffic arrangement
made with the Canadian Pacific rail-
way by the late government He has
been asserting that these arrange-
ments torba.de Intercolonial officers:
trom canvasainz for: their ‘own road
as against the Canadian Pacific Rall-
way Co. Mr. Haggart has met ‘this
statement with a prompt and empha-
tlc‘ conh‘wdicﬂdn. ‘There Is not a word

nt to -prevent the In-
tercolonhi ‘officers ' canvassing  for
their own rond in their own terrltbry,
or ary other 'territory. The clanse
which Mr. Blair condemned is an

agreement ‘that the officers of the In- |

tercolonial in canvassing for traffic
shall not favor either the Grand Trunk
or the Canadian Pacific as against the
other line. The Intercolonial delivers

to be. mtm
panies, Mr.

ir -deliberately stated .
that the oBee )

vere compelled to be
neutral as bel ‘the Intercolonfal.
and the c.. .~B., and this statment
he undertook,xoM nd yesterday.

B’-—
He could’ on!y ?that

to send its traflic by the

and therefore the \ y

was injurious. He niwht have

on to say that it was sometimes to the
advantage of the Intercolonial to use
the Canadian Pacific instead of thé
Grend - On thé whofe, he ‘did
not seem to make much of a eue
evql:xl when he said that the Inearoot
on

thct m:“ 2 g
who had’ g:d:bu for Montreal by way |
of St Jm to' exchange their tickets

by _way of Quebec. - Of
eoummt;h mﬂ;‘: a violation of
neutr; agreement, and
Mr, _emphatically declared
that tlu paopld had nd

go around by St. Iolm thd
R. rather than by Qam the
Grand 'I‘rlmk_

*-{ the.change in the epgra
{iron works at Ferrona, which’ were

s hetween the two com-

‘the bamm one year over the time of
its expiration, which seems to be evi-
dence that it is not as bad as he pre-
‘tends. The negotiations with the Can-
-adian Peacific are still going on, and
.it -is. mot understood the minister .of
railways has made any graat progress
in securing betier terms.

" In ' course of time the minister of
raflways ot down to a discussion of.
the dinancial results of the extension
to Montreal. . ‘This. was business and
held the attention ‘of the heouse.  But
here again he was singularly deficient
in informatiom. He insisted that re-
turns of the revanue on the -extension
could not be ascertained accurately,
The actual amounts collected are easy
enough o get. The Canadian Pacific
is able to keep a separate account or
all its leased branech linés, and it has
@ score of them. The . Intercolonial
_keeps accounts for such of its bran-
ches as it has chosen, but Mr. Blair
says that there is'a great distinction

accounting fer a part of a trunk line.
“How can we' value,” he says, ‘“the
advantages of reaching Montreal and
the  enormous increase. of traffic it
brings to the whole system?”’ We in-
fer from that that the direct gain
could Atds

] _ascertained. ‘other 3
i gt‘i,x’:im‘.lireei:ﬁiz‘ava.uta«e which unnat Mh

e produced. But it is this direct re-
turn  of the actual receipts and ex-
penditures . on the extension to Mon-
treal that Mr. Blair has been asked to
give. He dees not give it because it
does not represent *he total advantage
which he claims.  But if he would
give these figures it would be a long
way toward a fair valuation.

‘What the minister does is to give the
returns for the whole railway com-
pared with those of two years ago. He
does not make the comparison with
last year because it was a broken
period. Now, as compared with the
vear ending June, 1897, the receipts of
the whole Intecolonial system  will
have increased from $2,860,000 to $3,-
660,000, if Mr. Blair’s guess for the
months of May . and June s
right. This 'is a gain of $800,-
000. But the government is op-
erating an additional 165 miles of
railway and therefore must expect
some additional receipts even ‘though
there should be no gain in net re-
venue. The increase in mileage Mr,
Blalr figures as 14 per cent. The in-
crease in receipts was 28 per cent. This
leaves a gain per mile of 14 per cent.
in receipts. Now this gain, Mr. Blair
says, cannot be accounted for in any
other way than by reason of the
Drummond extension.

The question is whether Mr. Blair
is right in his contention, Mr. Powell
showed the other day and again last
night that all the other railways in
Canada had made gains proportion-
ately as large as the Intercolonial.
The other roads have no Drummond
extersion, and it seems to be a fair
inference that the same causes that
contributed to their increase would
have contributed to the Intercolonial
increese if the extension had not been
made, -
o{v.im that whila the

Grand Tru

time, - the Intercoloniai had no such

1 advantage. He assertﬂd that there was
¢ ¥m- | N0 improvement in business .in the
maritime provinces, which were in no i this armory transaction.

better condition as to trade than any,
tithe in the last ten yedars. As the In-
tercolonial runs through Quebec prov-
-ince to Montreal, he would have to
make the same statement in regard to
‘that part of the country in order to
Justify his position

Now here is where Mr. Blair comes
in conflict with the finance minister;
A few weeks ago Mr. Fielding de-
clarcd that there was a great revival
of business and wonderful prosperity
in ev pa.rt of the dominion from
Cape reton to Vancouver. Mr. Field-
ing. -admitted that the maritime prove
inces had not their tull share of this
prosperity, but claimed that they had
a good deal of it. Mr. Bla.ir says they
have had none. On this point Mr.

sofar as the ia_tterg -observations:
have a bearing on Intercolonial traf-
fic.  Mr, Powzll says that he : could
himself mention - several 'elements
which have gone to incrcase the trafiic
on the Intercolonial in Nova Scotia
and New Brunswick.  He spoke of

St. John and  in goods between St
John and Parrsboro which had been
diverted from the Basin of Minas
route.  He told of the large develop-
ment. of traffic towards Cape Breton
-on account of the completion of the
Newfoundland raiilroad and the estab-
lishment of better steamboai . connec-
tions between that island and Sydney.
He mentioned . the increased opera-
‘tions of the Dominion Coal Company
and the enormous traffic in supplies
forwarded from other points to -Cape
. Breton in, that connection. He told of

hauling coal from Cape ‘Breton.. Fin- |
ally, he peminded Mr. Blair of the in-
crease in local rates on the Intercol~
‘onial made under the Harris dispen-
‘sation, all of them retained for a time

T4 and some of:them- stm in- foree 'im"
oo R whoieorinpzrt. i

But to retirn to Mr'?inir. Havinz

| proved, it we accept his proof, that.

the Montreal extension brought this
additional traffic, he went on to show
1t the property acquired was cheap |
‘at the price. There is a wider ?iVei'-
gence of opinion ‘between Mr, 'Bi
and some other members as to the ooﬁ
‘of providing the link between 'Ste.
Rosalle, which 'is the westeérn end of
the Drummond raflroad, and Mont-

real, "This 85 ‘miles of line Rory Mc-

Leanan, an old contractor, says he’
could build for a half million doliars.’
‘Mr. Blair says it would cost $1,685,000."

last evening,’ but discovered when Mr.
Foster ‘asked him a few questions
‘that he had made a mistake of $500,000
in his emztlon This trifling error’
{ t the. minister very'
auch, but lt -eimed to throw o little
doubt upon h!s a.a a calculator.

Mr. Biair 'amlra ‘out $15,000 a mile
for land dsmm over this 35 miles,

between: such bookkeeping and . the.

Mr. Blair mests this with the
Canadian Ps ;

j ¢ ; « :
activity of business a.nd t}re growing

Powell agrees with Mr.. Fielding, in-:

trade in coal between Springhill and |'

_of - the

He had it over two millions one ‘time |

imes -as much as ﬂclamanw

ion, and is a third more: fhan

of*a bridee mentioned by Mr.

Powell several times longer and 300
fe€t in the air. It would appear that
Mr. Blair figures out the codt of his

-out"fsbums collected,

bridzes on the three price system sup-,
posed to be the exclusive copyright
of Mr.  Emmerson. ' Anothes, bri
which Mr. McLennan values at Som
$30,000 Mr. 'Blair computes at $304,000."
Mr. Blair calculates the cost of the
St. Lawrence bridge at $5,000,000  or
$6,000,000 and Mr. McLennan . at $1,-
000,000.. Mr. Blair assumes that it
would cost ever so many millions to
buy a right of way, for the Intercol-
cnial from Lachine (if a crossing were
made there) to Montreal. Mr. Hag-
gart points out that the government
owns a right of way the best in thé
world along the banks of the Lachiné
canal for the whote distance.

Before the discussion on the bill is
over we may have some further' an-
alysis of the valuations, but if we as-
svme that the value of property is as
high' as the ‘estimate upon which ‘the
bargain is made we have still left the
surprising payment by the govern-
ment of five per ‘cent. on half this
valuation. The government pays half
while it only uses one  twenty-fifth.
It pays five per cent. to:the G
Trunk :while ‘it ‘borrows money Afrom

make for this “inancial onera.tion is
thet the bargain is so good as to easily
previde for any losses in the matter
of trivial details. © He brushes aside
these excessive interest charges and
proportiorate uge. as a small matter
of criticism ;which ought not to be in-
cluded in o great and far reaching
cuestion such as this.

As remarked above, Mr. Blair says
that the gain of 14 per cent. in two
vears of the earnings per mile of the
Intercolonial can only be  explained
by the extension to. Montreal. Mr.
Fielding in one of his budget tables
shows that all th2 railways in Canada
handled 25,300,331 tons of traffic in 1897
and 28,786,903 tons in 1898. This is a
gain of 14 per cent. in one year. Mr.
Blair has only half as much gain as
all the other roads in Canada taken
together. Instead of claiming that the
gain could only be due to the Mont-
real extension, the minister should be
explaining why he comes out so much
worse than the other railways.

8. D. 8.

OTTAWA, June 3.—Yesterday Col.
Domville, M. P., was violently struck
with an idea. ‘The collision was so
serious and unsxpected that it caused
undue excitement on the part of the
man who way hit. The force of the
blow drove Col. Domville to the public
accounts ‘committee, where with a
considerable rush and apparent fury
he ordered the completion of the in-
vestization of the. $300 transaction
with which the committee struggled
last year. At 'ast session the com-
wmittee had not the advantage of Col.
Domville’s assistance, for the reason
a8 he explains now that he had “meore
important business to look after.”
Circumstances over which <Col. Dom-
ville ha; no ‘longer any control have
geparated ‘him from these -
portant affairs and made it &
!br«him ‘to-attend to such trtﬂnl mﬁt,
tura ‘a8 his own' character. =

It was in the interest of Col. ‘Dom-
ville himself that the committee post-
poned the discussion and the report on
Sir TLouis
Davies, who.on one occasion in Lon-
don rushed 'to 'the support of Col.
Domville with ihe assurance that he
was a reliable and capable adminis-
trator of .capital, urgsd last year that
Col. Domville should have a hearing
before his: ;ase was judged. Mr. Fos-

. ter supported the proposition. Every-

body was anxious that the colonel
thould ve heard from, and so the mat-
ter stood over. It was supposed that
at the beginning -of this session the
colonel would be more than ready to
appear and tell his story. He has,
however, coatinued to possess his soul
in patience wuntil the idea struck him
yesterday, . When he - did come, he
camé suddenly and wanted to get
right to work, 1t was pointed ouf,
however, that an .order from. i

hous2 must first be  procured,. and

Colonel Domville . postponed till the |

afternoon the continuation of his re-

. marks.

Ther he appeared tc be rather mors
impetuous than he was earlier in the
day. 'He informed thz house, which |
had begun to be amused, that some
member whom he had driven out of
Kings c¢ounty had - been 'making
charges against him. This meémber
had wuited until he was gone last
year bhefore making the ¢harges. He
was evidently afraid to meeét Colonel
Domville.  “But now' the member - in
cuestion had got to face the music:
The colonel would make him take tHe
responsibility of ' his ' charges. - Mr.
Foster would not ‘be allowed to hide
behind 'anybody. Not only must he
back up the chargesd made by himself
but also the allegations made by the
Sun newspaper. - Colonel Domville ins!
.timated that Mr. Foster was the edis!

fair as the “Domvillé ‘scandall” Cok
Domville would hoet allow Mr. Foster
‘to ‘hide ‘behind Col. Markham. The

covered ‘Mr. Foster 'in” ‘thelast of 80
concealing ' himself and- %&m
Med him out. He aiin appears to
i’m; " some - sort of

£ ‘been m&kmx
iﬁ the * public’ ‘accounts  committes:
Thers was s refreshing air of bravado |

in the attitude and uttérances of thel .4

gallant colohel, who “made repeated |
attacks in his dashing cavairy: fash-{
don.” When it was over everybody
smiled ‘and nobody made a speech::
- Mr. Foster chaerfully remarked f‘‘ear-
ried,” and the order of reference was
‘passed. Col. Domville ‘withdraw with
-2 wild dash under cover of the smake |
- and praceeded to déliver ‘the balafice
of his oration to such friends in the’
corridors as could: ndt get tm gL

|

Col. Domville appeus te be. strug- |
gling under a series of delusions: Any
charges that ‘are made ageinst. him:
are implied in the correspondence in:
the auditor general’s report for 21897.
Mr, McDougall -got his MIQ eye on
a bill for $500 for five years' armory
rent, presented in the name of J. Mil- |

ton Barnes, and raid by cheauo to.|

Col. Domville for Mr, Barnes, It

struck the nuﬂuor nneral as a little |

]

cont, - Tha | testinon that he.

'as was shown by
" tion with which business proceeded at

gt Coli}
@m‘

ar that il shouid fhave
been allowed to run flve years with-
‘It also 'struck
a singular fact that the mcney

 was paid to Col. Domville and not
| 10 Milton Barnes, and further that the

cheque given to the colonel for My,

. Barnes was cashed by the colonel him-

8elf in Ottawa the same day or the
day after he got it. Another-remark-

~able fact was that Mr. Barnes did not

give a reveipt for the amount until
attention was called to the  matter
and Col. Domvills had returned from

’h_is jubilee trip to England, which he

was about to take when the cheque
was issued. With this record in the
auditor general's report the public
accounts comn:ittee, whose business
it is to examine the accounts men-
tioned in tha report, naturally pro-
ceeded to look into the matter.

It will be remembered that Col.
Panet, the deputy minister, testified
that.the payment of money to one per-
son when it was due to another was
unvsual, and further 'stated that he
was not disposed to pay this bill, but
‘“was made to feel.the force of a niem-
ber of parliament.”  Subsequent evi-
dence given by Mr. Barnes showed
that no money was due him at the
time the payment was made, and that
he never -got theq money at all. .The
rent for the armory had been paid
him. by the officer in charge of the
arms as the rent rued.; This ofiicer

h:g m& ‘the rent oul’
of his care of arms allawance, as is
the custom, and which justified the
shrewd guess of the auditor general.
Major ‘Wedderburn, the officer in
charge of the .arms, it will be remems-
bered, testified before the public ac-
counts committee last year that he
and Colonel Domville had talked over
ways and means for Col. Domville's
jubilee trip, and, that he told the
colonel that if he =ould get the $500 he
mizht have the use of it.and welcome.
The claim, noweaver, was made in the
name of J. Milton Barnes, and the
money was paid -o Col. Domville
direct. Foor Col. Panet supposed in
his innpcence that he was paying the
long deferred claim »f the owner of
the building. When these facts were
brought sut vsith some testimony to
show th2 basis of the claim made for
the $60 a year for ihe rent, the matter
was ready to be reported. But it was
held over, as mentioned above, in or-
der to give Col. Domville an oppor-
tunity to justify his, course. His
statement that the matter was not
brovght up in the public accounts
corrmittee until he had gone is only
partly correct, Col. Domville ras
hovering around this side of the con-
tinent when the investigation began,
and it began.not very long after the
public accounts committee had been
called by its chairman and set to
work. It would have been very diffi-
cult to catch Col. Domville in Ottawa
last session after Mr. McMullen had
got his committee down to business.
But that circumstance 'is neither here
nor there. The colonel is now at hand.
The business is not concluded, and
though he had not shown any undue
precipitancy untilistruck by yester-
day’s cyclone, he is still in the posi-
tion to state his case in his tempest-
uous fashion to .a listening and ex-

. Dectant world.

~Parliament” ia ‘a uelibarative My,
‘the great dell elibera-

vesterday’s sitting. . Perhaps it was
the impetuosity of Col. Domville’s
charge that took the breath out: of.
the bouse of commons, but his de-
parture to be seen no more in the
chamter was followed by an awful
pause in public business, Mr. Blair
got 'his Drummond railway bill a
stage advanced, and his Grand Trunk
bill was moved: a little further along.
the road. Mr. Kaulbach in a short
but forcible speech called attention to

the serious responsibilities which the |

goverrment was undertaking, while
Mr. Pope projected a scheme which
rather took the minister by surprise.
Mr. Pope will be remembered as one
of the conservatives who ' supported
the '‘purchase of the Drummiond rail-
way. . He says now that he is not

‘quite satisfied with the '‘way in which

Mr. 'Blair has . managed affairs, and

"he cannot understand why the minis-

ter has failed to keep his undertaking
to give the result of the first year's

‘operation of ‘the extension to Mont-

real. 'Mr. Pope has an‘idea that there
has always been too much poli-
tics in" the - Intércolonial manage-~

‘ment. He approves of Mr. Harris, the

late traffic manager, wherein he daif-
fers. from Mr. Blair, who deemed him
an unprofitable or at least an unsuit-.
able servant, and paild him an extra
$2,600 to depart from the government
employ. But Mr. Pope says that Mr.
Harris wonld have got along. all right
if ‘the people who live along 'the line
had not been accustomed to get fa-
vors in' the way of low freight. Fin-
ally Mr. Pope made a proposition that
he would lease the whole Intercolon-
ial system himself. He would run it
in good shape, keep it well ‘equipped,
and pay a net rental of 200,000 a year

‘to. start with, increasing it to. $400,000

after 20 years. At the rate which Mr.,

‘Blair paid to the "Grand Trunk :nr
- Pope ought to contribute several -
‘tor ‘of ‘the Sun, which spoke of the até |

lions a year. This is probably the

‘reason: why Mr, Bia.ir did pot accept
the offer.

| member for Kings séems to have diss |

The minister of railways, while +the.
bill was before the committee, was
" asked whether he intended to buy the
Drum::ond County roiling stock.. - He

‘bought, and that was all. Mr. Foster

pointed out that ‘he agreement seem-
‘to provide for such a rurchase, but
“Mr. Blair did not think the company
- were. Pm ‘that feature of the eon<
‘tract. He ecould not say that  they
would noti do 86 in the future. Mr.
Foster appeated to have some appre-
“hensfon that Mr. Greenshields would
not allow this opportunity to pass,
anq Mr, Blair mﬁd that perhaps
the ‘claim would be made now that Mr.
' Foster had suggested it. Sir Charles
Tupper asked the minister whether he
really meant to say that a member of
rariament should not call attention
to any feature of a contract for fear
the contractor should take advantage
. of the suggestion, and Mr. Foster ob-

served that there was no way that he |

knew ' of to discuss a public con-
tract without discussing it

.l(r. Blair took back the inumation.v

admittirg. that the oppogition mem-

bers were simply doing their duty.
He aid not inte‘d to even suggest
that their action ‘was badly advised.
But criticisms, however necessary and
however well intended, might some-
times be used to the disadvanta.ge ot
the government.

To my igind these suggestions that
Mr. Gre=nshlelds might discover .an
opportunity from the remarks - made
in the house is rather entertaining.
So far as is known, Mr. Greenshields
has been quite equal to the disenvery.
of any opportunity there might be,
and if any member of parliament can
find out a point of advantage that Mr.
Greenshields has not seen, he de-
serves to be decorated with ‘many
medals.

Two: or three more questions by Mr.
Foster brought to light aneother new
feature in the case. ‘The senate has
a claim on the ecountry not hitherto
reccgnized. The agreement which the
senate threw out required a payment
to the Drummond company of $6,000
a year, which that company was un-
der obligation to pay the Grand Trunk
for the use of the junction at Chau-
diere. By the new deal the govern-
ment escapes this payment altogether.
Mr. Blair made no boast of this
achievement. .He could not do it, be-
cause every improvement on the old
bargain is a rebuke to himself and a
praise so. the senate for rejecting the
old agriement. - But this little item,
which was almost passed over in the
larger matter, represents the interest
on over $200,000. It must be placed to
the credit of the gentlemen in the Red
Chamber, whom Mr. Greenshields’
friend and beneficiary, Mr. Tarte, is
determined to abolish.

Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper intro-
duced to the house a new character in
the person of Jcdge Spink of British
Columbia. This county court judge
administers the law in the Yale Koot-
enay district represented in parlia-
ment by Mr. Bostock. One day some-
body, whose name is signed “a liheral
and a friend,”” wrote to the depart-
ment of justice complaining of Judge
Spink. This mysterious member of
rather wide family was reinforced
afterwards by two justices of the
peace, who informed the government
that Judge Spink was given to favor-
itism and other faults and ought to be
investigated. Without further cere-
mony a commission was appointed-to
investigate him, and’ full publicity
was given in the newspapers to “the
charges. From _June to December
rothing was done. ‘° Meanwhile the
two gifted liberal members, Mr. Mor-
rison and Mr. Bostock, were suddenly
and simultaneously seized with a
theory that counseél ~should be em-
ployed. By  a singular coincidence
they wired on the ‘'same day recom-
mending the same man who was alse
“a liberal and a friend,” as & proper
person to . conduct the prosecution.
This ‘lawyer was appointed and pro-
ceedings set in motion. The men who
made the charges did ‘not appear. One
of tham could not be found. The other
two. said they did not-know anything
about it. The accused judge himself
subpoenaed one witness-for the pro-
secution. Finally the chief justice
who held the investigation reported
that the charges were eltogether un-:
founded, and‘ ﬂ;’o« v
ttemda.y 3 1
came out of the affair without a m
on his judicial character. 'The coun-
try comes out of it with a loss of $1,-
000 largely paid to “the liberal and
friend” recommended to conduct the
prosecution which did not prosecute.

OTTAWA, June 5—The position of
the Alaska ' boundary . question  is
somewhat explained by the cable this
morning. It appears that the situa-
tion is more involved than was sup-
posed, but the. disposition of parlia-
ment on both sides of the house will
be to support the Canadian govern-
ment in the position that it has taken.
So far as can be learned the - British
foreign office has not suggested that
the Canadian ' contention is an ex-
treme one, and there is no evidence to
show that Salisbury would have gone
any farther in the way of concessions
to: the. United: States. than Sir Wilfrid
Laurier was willing to go. The Unit-
ed States demand, so far as can be
understood, is nothing meore nor. less
than the proposition that ‘the question
of the boundary shall be submitted to |
arbitration . with . the  preliminary
understanding that the United States
shall have all- the  disputed  territory
on the coast., Some: of .these settie.
ments which the United States claims
by right of occupation are very re-
cent, and were made after the dispute
as te ownership had arisen. It will
appear that the British = government
and the Canadian commissioners went
pretty far when they offered to allow
occupation of 50 years to be regarded
as possession.

One lesson this ministry has learned
at this stage will probably be useful.
For some eighteen years Sir Wilfria |
Laurier and his friends have been de-
nouncing the conservative govemv-
ment for not making 'a success = of

States. : They have told the . country
that a. chnnge of government would
result in' a satisfactory resipNoitY
treaty and the settlement of all dis-
putes between the two oountriel. Sir

! ‘Wilfrid' Laurier himself, not only in

Canada but in the United States,
undermined the position of the Can-
adian government by asserting ‘that
4.our construction of ~and our

“he came in power ?;gy'ﬁmiﬁ b;ve ne
trouble’ in their dealings with this
Gountry. Now that he has the respon-
gibility of government ené stands in
terror of a Canadian people who will

‘he understands the
vious governments, Sir Wilfrid b&:
in & bad way.' ‘He gave the U
‘States all the tariff concessions tha

his colleagues have been hovering
around Washington trying in vain to
negotiate. Now: that Sir ‘Wilfrid has
‘Joined issue on one qnution he hu
shown' that he conld not .

‘the position of the late

circumstances is_tle fact that the op-
position of today is dohm all that ‘it
can to help him out, wh Bir Wik

frid as an opmmon Teader did ‘all 'he

thair negotiatlons !with the  Unitea |

not-allow their Tights to be sacrificed,
position of pre-|

country could possibly ask, and go& e
nothing. in return. Since then he and |®

one agreeable feature in his m'uent 3

Thrifty people fock for Tow cost
and high high value whea buying soap.

Surprise Soap is good hard, solid
pure s0aps that makes its value.

The price is Iow, 5 cents a cake.

SURPRISE is the name of the soap.

e

could to weaken the Canadlan conten-
tion against the United States. The
late government were obliged to meet
in negotiations the able diplomatists
of the United States backed up as
they were by secret aid and open en-
couragement from this country. sir
‘Wilfrid has only to face the opponent
in front of him.

Speaking of Mr. Mulock, the post
office ‘is Hot coming out of
the year's business as well as Mr,
Mulock predicted. For the month of
May last the revenue of the .iepart-
ment was $200,000, which is just $70,000
less than it was in May last year. Mr.
Mulock is collecting newspaper post-
age in addition to the postage revenue
of previous years, and the fact that
he is $70,000 short goes to show that
the reduction of postage to two cents
has not increased to any considerable
extent the amount of correspondence,

Mr. Ficlding is climbing*up at a re-
markable rate with his ‘expenditure.
The ' customs revenue continues to
grow, which means that the taxation
is larger than ever it was before. It
needs to be, because on current ex-
penditure alone Mr. Fielding’s outlay
for the last eleven months is $2,547,000
larger than it was for the same period
last year. Taking current expendi-
ture and capital expenditure together
there is an increase of more than $6,-
000,000, which for an economical gov-
lelrnment is ‘a rather enterprising ex-

ibit.

Sir Henri Joly's
bill  is  still in
ing the result of inquiry among
the' packers, farmers ' and others
interested, as to their opinion
in ‘the matter. The fruit growing in-
terest. in Nova Scotia is under obliga-
tion to Mr. Mills of Annapelis, who
cavsed the bill .to be held over until
they could be heard frcm. So far as
can be ascertained, the feeling of the
farmers i8 not favorable to legislation
prescribing not only the rize, but the
form and material of the barrel which
they are to use in packing apples. for
sale in their own country. Especially
in marketing soft apples in the fall,
whén the price is very low, the farm-
ers claim the right to use any barrel
ﬂley bamn to have on hand which

ther loag-
. ‘const " This privilege is
useful also to the consumer, who, if
Sir Henri’s bill 'should pass, would be
obliged to pay for the new and im-
proved barrel required in the act.
8. D.S.

apple Dbarrel
abeyance, pend-

DREYFUS HAPPY.

FORT DE FRANCE, Martinique,
June 6.—When the despatch boat Goe-
land, bearing the superintendent of
the prison and the commander of the
marine artillery, who were designated
by the French government te notify
Dreyfus of the revision of . his trial,
arrived, yesterday from Cayenne at
jthe Ile Du Diable Dreyfus was wait—
ing on the shore, Although endeavor-
ing to maintain his self-possession he
received the official intelligence with
a countenance radiant with joy.

A MOLA&,ES STORY.
(Montreal Witness.)

The recent boom in the molasses
market is likely to be revived shortly.
The reason given is that there is only
‘about six'thousand puncheons of this
year's molasses product left in ‘Bar-
bados. A Montreal firm has had 'a re-
presentative in the islands for some
time, and his report is that if the re-
maining ' nolasses in Barbados can be
purchased at the present slump from
‘Sixteem vents to fourteen, the market
in Canada will be controlled from
three points, namely, St. Johns, Nfid.,
Halifax and;Montreal. Two meore sail-
irg 'boats have just left Barbados for
this port, the bark Stranger, a 600 ton
craft,” the largest yet sailed and the
schooner Alsrt, both with cargoes of
molasses.
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