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GATHERING THE PRUNES IN ROCK SIDE ORCHARD.

| to, but as an alternative pointed out 

j that, under section 4 of the act of 1901, 
and paragraph S of the agreement in­
cluded in the by-law, and validated by 
statute, they already were entitled to 
be upon Blanchard street with both 
the line of railway and reasonable 
switches, and they contended that they 
were entitled to put a switch line of 
rails and make Blanchard street the 
stopping point of their railway, and 
that if some arrangement could be 
made which would give them a station 
on Blanchard street, with the right to 
operate on Blanchard street the start­
ing of the passenger and freight trains, 
with conveniences for loading and un­
loading, they were prepared to with­
draw their claim to the bonus and to

CITY COUNCIL 
OPPOSE GRANT

PROPOSITION OF V. & S.
WAS VOTED DOWN

Mayor and Aldermen Would 
Not Enter Into 

Agreement.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
The city council is ,a unit in opposi­

tion to granting to the Victoria & Sid­
ney railway rights on Blanchard street 
which the company has asked for in 
connection with a proposition it made 
for the building of a new station. It 
is likewise unanimous in ordering that 
the legal action entered to force the 
company to carry out its agreement 
with the city be pressed.

The company has two lots at the cor­
ner of Blanchard and Fisguard streets 
on which it proposed to build. It al- ! 
already has running rights on Elan- ! 
chard street, £ ut in order to make the ! 
site more available it asked for per-
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n î H /rmission to close, up the sidewalk and 
build a platform there. In return for 
this :t wpuld a lift'd on its claim to the 
$15.000 annual grant from the city and 
terminate its occupancy of the market 
building. The 
matter of negotiation during the past 
few days betWeeh President McNeil 
and Chief Engineer Stewart on the one 
side and the city on the other.

A lengthy communication on the 
subject was read at the council meet­
ing from the city solicitors, as follows:

We beg to report that counsel for 
the railway company having attended 
here with the engineer, Mr. Stewart, 
negotiations were entered into for a 
settlement of the litigation.

It will be within the recollection of 
the council that, the suit brought by 
the city claims a declaration that they 
are entitled, by reason of* the default 
of the company to build and operate 
their ferry, not only to refuse the 
lease of the market building, but to 
terminate the existing tenancy, and 
furthermore the city claim to be re­
lieved of the obligation to pay the 
bonus of $15,000 a year. The/defence 
raised by the company is that the city 
intimated their intention of not paying 
the bonus before they stepped the 
ferry, and that they were then reliev­
ed of continuing to attempt to carry 
out their agreement, and they claim 
that in any event $15,000 is due to them 
for the period during which the ferry 
did actually operate.

Mr. W. J. Taylor, K. C., the city bar­
rister, conducted the negotiations in 
the presence of His Worship the May­
or, and insisted upon the declaration 
asked for in the suit being given effect 
to. This the company would not agree
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AT WORK PACKING PRUNES.

visions. The yacht was then 22 days out 
from Honolulu. After the Vance had 
succoured the crew of the Lady Maude 
one of the latter’s crew, John Ledger, 
transferred to the schooner and landed 
here.

“The Lady Maude had made a fast 
passage on the first leg of the race,’* 
said Mr. Ledger. “We outfitted gen­
erously for the return trip, but three 
weeks’ sailing under the most con­
trary conditions was too much for the 
well-stocked laider. Assistance given 
by Capt. Scott removed a situation 
that had become serious in the ex­
treme.”

The Seattle yacht Gwendolyn II. ar­
rived on the Sound two weeks ago 
from completion of the race, about the 
time the Lady Maude was in distress 
on the seas 100 miles from her port 
of destination. The Oceania Vance 
made the passage from Santa Rosalia 
in forty-two days, and will await or­
ders at Port Townsend. Heavy south­
east gales were encountered wx>n the 
last day of the passage.

the market building and settle the liti- tion of Caledonia avenue, and the com­
pany would, at such intersections, be 
obliged to construct level crossings, 
provided with gates, if the corporation 
insisted before the board of railway 
commissioners. We do not, however, 
understand that the company would 
fence in the strip of land. They would 
have to get a grant from the crown, 
and, at the request of the corporation, 
the crown would impose such condi­
tions as may be deemed necessary to 
preserve the public rights of way.

An objection might lie in the fact 
that if the company own the land they 
would not be subject to the provisions 
of the Railway act, which prevents 
their cars from standing bn any public 
street longer than five minutes, and 
using this central piece for freight 
depot purposes ‘ might be so disadvan­
tageous as to deprecate the value of 
the surrounding property, and thus oc­
casion a»Iosfc of revenue to the city, as 
well as a loss in value to the owners. 
It is difficult, however, to conceive of 
any location of a freight depot within 
the city which would not raise a simi­
lar objection.

It is for the council, giving consid­
eration to all these matters in the in­
terests of the public of the city, to say 
whether the privileges the company 
seek are worth the advantages which 
the corporation would gain by termi­
nating the litigation, and these may 
be shortly summarized as:

A resumption at the end of a given 
term of the full title to the market 
building, and release from the borfus 
obligation. The continuation of the 
railway terminus within the city and 
its convenience to the citizens using the 
same should not be forgotten.

We enclose herewith a copy of the 
agreement showing the result of the 
present negotiations, and await in­
structions upon the considerations 
dealt with in this letter.

Aid. Meston asked if copies of this 
had been prepared for members of the 

i council.
J “I did not think the aldermen would 

entertain the proposition for a mo­
ment,” replied the mayor, “and I did 
not have copies made.”

“There is no question of the council 
turning down a proposition of that 
kind,” said Aid. 
far as
cerned it is simply ridiculous to think 
of taking the middle of the highway 
for a railway terminal. If there is no 
better arrangement than that for the 
city to offer the company had better 
not offer any. Such a plan would prove 
detrimental tb property.”

gàtion.
The railway company, as no doubt 

the council will remember, did acquire 
two houses at the corner of Fisguard 
and Blanchard streets, and we under­
stand they have acquired the two lots 
on the block between Fisguard and 
Herald, facing Blanchard street, and 
upon these two lots they propose to 
erect their station building, and out­
side, on the present sidewalk, a raised 
platform of sufficient height to permit 
of easy access to the passenger cars, 
in order to enable this to be dpne ft 
would be necessary to close the side­
walk fronting the two lots to public 
traffic by by-law. The result would be 
a reversion to the Crown of the free-

WHITE BRIDE WEDS
LOCAL CHINAMAN

Miss Amanda Clapton Married 
to Lee 

Land.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
It is not a.\ very cotnmon occurrence 

for a white person to join with an Ori­
entai in the matrimonial state. This is, 
however, what occurred last night 

when Miss Amanda Clapton,
married to Lee Land, a Chi-

of this

city, was
of Fort street. Thenese greengrocer 

ceremony was conducted by Rev. T. "W. 
Gladstone, of the Reformed Episcopal 
church, at the residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Proudlove, 629 Oswego street. The 
bride was gowned in white and carried 
a bouquet of roses. The groom, in honor 
of the occasion, discarded the Oriental 
attire and appeared in spotless Euro- 

At the conclusion of the 
a reception was held, at

McKeown. “So 
Blanchard 0 street is con-

pea n style, 
ceremony
which a number of the bride’s friends 

present. The brother of the groom 
called to wish the married couple

were 
also
a' joyous journey in the land of sun­
shine.NEW PACKING HOUSE.
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DRAINAGE

SEPTEMBER 29TH 
AS DATE

Business Brought Be 
oil at Last Nic 

Meeting.

(From Tuesday's
The city council did noi 

last night, butsession
some< important business 

other creported inas
members present were:

Cameron, FullrAldermen 
Henderson, Hall, McKee

man.
Aid. Henderson introduJ 

to authorize the raising 
*150,000 for the construct! 

of surface drainage.tem
for by over the requisite 

municipal electors. Tlthe
•will run for fifty years, be: 
at four per cent. The ai 
will be $6,000 for interest 
for sinking fund, equal to I 

eights of one mill.
Tuesday, Sept. 20th was 

which the vote olday on 
shall be taken. The poll! 
be room No. 3 in the pd 

building, Cprmorant street 
jng open from 9 a. m. to 
William Scowcroft will 0
officer.

Aid. Henderson suggest: 
law respecting the land tl 
ity of Oak Bay desired 
near the Old Men’s Hon 
submitted at the same tl

The Mayor thought that 
be left over until the m 
tion and Aid. Hendersord

On motion of Aid. Henj 
decided to construct bd 

both sides o£ Trutch 
Richardson street to fJ 
wlthf curbs and gutters, 
be done’ by day labor anj 

be charged against the pr 
d lately beiiefilted.

On motion of Aid. f| 

Meston v:, engineer's den 
instructéu to proceed at d 
work on the mains requirJ 
tion with the high pressul 
fire system.

The city solicitors wrote] 
the fencing of lots that tj 
statutory authority givinl 
cil power to fix the height! 
fences. A provision such I 
in the petition from pro! 
would be a material Intern 
the rights of enjoyment ofl 
perty, although there mlgji 
stances under and cases | 
would be adVlsâble. The I 
to be referred to the leg! 
mittee.

The council decided to <1 
Tenders were opened fol 

level tank on St. Charles si 
ing the tank, stairway al 
ladders inside and outside, I 
necessary ironwork. TheJ 
ferred, for report, to thl 
agent, water commissioned 
suiting engineer. The ten! 
Vancouver—Marine Iron' 1 
tank, $1,500; to erect samj 

way, with balcony, etc., $n 
stairway, $200; other iron! 
Moran Bros., Seattle: ’ll
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hold in the land, which the railway Aid. Hall moved that the letter be 
company could obtain from the Crown received and filed. In doing so he said: 
by a grant for railway purposes under “I do not think that we can for a mo- 
tlie provisions of the railway act, and ment entertain this. The railway pro- 
the city barrister experienced no dlffl- poses to exchange the property they 
culty in advising that an arrangement now lease for something they have no 
of this kind could be recommended to right to. Owners who have been un- 
the council as being within the statu- fortunate eiTough to buy and build in 
tory and by-law powers, and generally the district where the company want 
within the powers of the council. to establish their station would be en-

On a reconsideration of the question | titled to full compensation, for if any­
th© company, after seeing the chief j thing will depreciate property, resi-. 
Commissioner of lands and works, dential property above all, it is to have 
deemed that this proposed concession | a railway running alongside, particu- 
wouid not af#>rd sufficient accommoda- larly if at a terminus. Many people 
tion for the handling of their freight, j have bought property there in good 
and they advanced a claim to be al- faith and put up handsome rest- 
lowed to take out of the centre of dences.”

Aid. McKeown seconded the motion,Blanchard street a strip of land, which
they proposed to ask the council also which was unanimously carried, 
to abandon for highway purposes, and 
the grant of which they think would the letter asked instructions as to the 
be ma<le to them by the province. A action, 
plan has been prepared, which will be 
produced at the meeting to-night, tiens still held good, viz., to press the 
showing the company’s requirements.

The matter was discussed in your 
presence this morning, and the city ninety-five other property owners on 
barrister is of opinion, and we concur, Blanchard street and vicinity was read 
that if the council, in the exercise of and it was ordered that the petitioners 
their discretion,' choose to do so, they he told that the city did not propose 
can close to public traffic not only to give the V. & S. what they ask for. 
the piece of sidewalk between Fis- ---------------------------- ------
guard and Herald streets, but also the CREW OF LADY MAUDE
piece in the centre of Blanchard street, 
which the company ask for, and it will 
be seen that, taking out this piece of 
land, will leave a street on either side 
which may be deemed to satisfy pub­
lic requirements.

We beg to repeat that, if the council 
see fit to make the arrangement, it is 
within their lawful powers so to do, 
without recourse to the electors.

The city solicitor pointed out that

It was agreed that the old instme-

action.
A petition from J. E. Thomson and

FACED STARVATION

Thirteen Men on Becalmed 
Racing Yacht Saved by 

American Schooner.
It occurs to us to suggest the fol­

lowing for the consideration of the 
council:

Closing the piece in the centre of 
Blanchard street to public traffic would arrival of the 
cause the land to revert to the Crown.
We do not consider the action of the 
council in so doing would render them 
liable to neighboring property owners the yacht Lady Maude, it was learned 
for injurious affection. If, however, that only the timely appearance of the 
we are wrong in this, the question is Vance saved the men aboard the rac- 
amply met, inasmuch as the railway 
company is, under the existing agree­
ment (which still remains in force), 
liable to compensate all property"'own- San Francisco the schooner came across 
ers, and a clause can be inserted in the the Lady Maude, which was one of the 
proposed settlement agreement accen- San Pedro-Honolulu race contestants, 
tuating this.
. Another objection would appear to little vessel had been becalmed so long 
be that the closing of this central piece that its crew of thirteen men had al- 
would create a break in the continua- most completely exhausted their pro-

Port Townsend, Sept. 15.—With the 

American schooner 
Oceania Vance, Capt. Scott, from Santa 
Rosalia, bringing one of the crew of

ing boat from ctarvation.
When 600 miles to the southwest of

on August 26th, and found that the
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stairway, etc., $845; oth< 
$640; no bid for erecting 
Bros., Limited: For ent 
erecting same, $2,425. 1
Jenkins: Tank, $1,548; 
stairway, etc., $850; to ere 
other iron work, $935.

Mrs. Ellen Chapman, H 
wrote complaining of thd 
sidewalks and private 
herds of cows driving ova 
the tourist association ad 
toria’s' attractions visitoij 
polled to drive along “thrj 
dust laden with barnyaj 
Something, she thought. I 
to protect those who takl 
idence here.

The matter was refJ 
^ngléy for action.

On behalf of Mrs. GrJ 
avenue, Pooley, Luxtol 
claimed $2,000 compensai 
taking of certain streetl 
Hill for waterworks puil 

The city solicitors will 
a report.

A report from the city I 
od that the purchase ofl 
Property at Elk lake is I 
ed» the objections madJ 
the title having been wl 

No petitions against fl 
ing of Fort street, from | 
Douglas, or the 
grading of Gladstone gtr 
wood to Belmont, have

mac

vey for the town of Royal City is now 
about completed, 
pany has received many applications 
for the purchase ef lots.

Asked as to the market, Mr. Galer 
stated that if the production were 
1,000 tons per day they could easily find 
a market. Enough of the output of the 
mine has been distributed to create a 
demand. The company has done con­
siderable prospecting, and feels sure it 
has an unlimited supply of the best 
coal. The seam is four feet three in­
ches thick, and is absolutely clean. It 
lies at a depth of about 250 feet.

The manager of the mines is Geo. L. 
Fraser, late of Coleman, and the super­
intendent is J. Richards, from Vancou­
ver Island, who has been on the ground 
for some time, and who has had a wide 
experience in coal mining.

SHIPPING PRUNES Already the com-

BY CARLOAD LOTS
Growers in Vicinity of Victoria Are Sending Large 

Consignments to Prairies-Fruit is 
Going Forward To-day

ment. Each of these packers puts up 
fifty crates a day at the least, some­
times more, each crate containing about 
twenty pounds of prunes or cherries. 
Apples and pears are packed more 
quickly as the fruit is larger.

This season the neW company has 
sold $2,000 worth of Olivet cherries 
alone. Olivets are the favorite cherries 
at the present time, and are used very 
largely for preserving purposes. They 
are an acid fruit, and make a much 
finer flavored preserve than the old- 
fashioned sweet cherry. This fruit along 
with the prune is the main hope of the 
Vancouver Island growers. While all 
kinds of hardy fruit can be grown, and 
with a great deal of success, the prune 
and the cherry are particularly success­
ful, and the marketing season being 
longer here than it is in any other part 
of the world, makes this fruit an ex­
tremely popular one among growers. 
Owing to the coolness of the summer 
here the marketing season for cherries 
extends over something like six weeks, 
an unprecedentedly long marketing 
season.

The market in the prairie sections of 
tills country is still almost unlimited, 
and constantly increasing. The demand 
for cherries this year has been so great 
that the local men have been wholly 
unable to supply the demand. Most of 
the fruit has been sent direct by ex­
press, with the result that the Victoria- 
grown fruit is making a great name for 
itself.

The Progress Fruit Packing Company 
ships all its express packages direct to 
the consumers, but when shipping in 
bulk by freight they sell through the

(From Tuesday’s! Daily.)
CHANGE IN LIGHTHOUSE KEEPERbeing shipped 

whole carload
Ten tons of prunes ai 

from Victoria to-day, 
which will be sent through unbroken to 
Regina. Five tons of [these are being 
loaded by the Progress Fruit Packing 
Company, a new organization formed 

this last spring.

Carmanah, Sept. 15. — Lighthouse 
Keeper Paterson, of Cape Beale, was 
relieved by W. L. Thompson to-day.

FIVE HUNDRED WHALES
HAVE BEEN CAUGHT

It is nothing new for||the fruit grow- 
•lots of fruit toers here to ship out 

the new provinces, but Ithese have been 
usually made up of mixed fruits— 
apples, plums, pears arid anything else 
that happened to be reidy for shipping 
at the time. On this ocjjasion, however, 
nothing but prunes will go on in the 
same caV. This is an eyent which indi­
cates that prunes are 1 
popular fruit, both loc 
the prairie provinces, 
have not until recent 
prune except in its dri- d state.

The prune is one of 
grows better than the 
ties on Vancouver IslaJhd. Large num­
bers of trees have beei)i planted of late 
years, and these are, many of them, 
now coming into bearing. The quality 
.of this fruit is always good when grown 
here, but this year it is better than 
usual, and the crop is large. The result 
is that the growers fc.re making all 
kinds of money.

The Progress Fruit Packing Com­
pany's house is the fl*st to be erected 
in this district; It is a well appointed 
building, and Its capacity is great, yet 
this year it has been kept pretty well 
filled up. It was erected by a company 
of ten fruit growers, resident in the im­
mediate neighborhood, who banded to­
gether for this purpose, realizing that 
in unity there is strength, and that

Tees Was Delayed by Fog 
Salmon-salting Industry 

for Turquot.coming a very 
lly and also in 
here the people 
ears tasted the

ca
WÎ

Five hundred whales have been taken 
by the west coast wrhalers, Orion and 
St. Lawrence, at the Sechart and Kyu- 
quot stations, respectively, ÿince the 
commencement of the season accord­
ing to advices brought by the steam­
ship Tees, Capt. Towmsend, which re­
turned from Mosquito harbor and way 
ports last evening. Thick weather was 
encountered by both steamers during 
the last week which has resulted in a 
falling-off of the catch, but when the 
Tees left Kyuquot, after being forced 
to anchor for a night on account of 
fog, the St. Lawrence had brought her 
season’s catch up to 284. The Orion, 
up to Sunday, had taken 216 levia­
thans. At Hesquiot the Tees lost near­
ly a day through fog.

Robert Houston, H. Wille and D. 
Patterson, who have been on a shoot­
ing trip to Great Central lake, came

he fruits which 
ordinary varie-
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the „w;hole district wot Id be benefited by 
putting up an unifoim pack, branded 
with their own trade mark, and guar­
anteed to be exactly as represented. 
The result has already been well worth 
the trouble and expenditure, for the 
output of the “P ogress” Packing 
house has this season! made for itself a 
name. Anyone passing along Quadra 
street, out toward th< Pumping-station, 
is immediately struck with the appear­
ance of the new building with the 
large, prominent sign across the front.

The specialty of tliis packing house 
will be catering to th|e express trade to 
the prairies. The usual method of ship- 
pingrfthe bulk of the fruit is by feright, 
in carload or part carload lots, but the 
Progress’ people beljeve in the more 

expeditious - method, j They find that 
their1 customers are willing to pay high- 

z er rates if they get the fruit in first 
class condition, and this can only be 
donç by getting the f^uit through with­
out d.elay. Açcordingly the packing 
company are making this a feature of 
the business, and during the past sea­
son a largg part of their output of 
cherries, for which tie district is noted, 
have been sent to thU prairie provinces 
by express and marketed in almost as 
good condition as they are in Victoria 
or Vancouver.

Victoria Fruit Growers’ Exchange. 
They put up a first class brand of 
fruit, carefully selected, while the culls 
are either sold for jam or else thrown 
out and destroyed. As the business de­
velops they intend to erect a preserving 
plant, and they have a number of other 
undeveloped ideas which may be put 
into operation; but in the meantime 
they are contenting themselves with 
packing the best possible Island fruit 
in the best wky they possibly can, and 
getting it on the market in the small­
est possible space of time. At, the Vic­
toria fair they will have a good exhibit, 
and it is a pretty sure thing that they 
will carry off some of the prizes.

down from Alberni, and there were also 
among the passengers a number of sur­
veyors who have been surveying tim­
ber limits in the vicinity of Kyuquot.

The Tees had 79 passengers and a 
cargo of whale-oil consisting of 800 
barrels, which have been transferred 
to the Holt liner Bellerophon at the 
outer wharf.

Included in the steamship’s cargo, 
when she sails for Mosquito harbor 
and. ports to-night, will be 50 tons of 
salt and a gasoline launch, whieh are 
being taken to Turquot, where a num­
ber of local Japanese are establishing 
a dog-fish curing plant. Twenty-two 
Japanese are going to Turquot and the 
plant will be put into operation as soon j 
as possible. ;INCREASING OUTPUT

OF ROYAL COLLIERIES

President Galer Gives Interest­
ing Details of Improve­

ment Work.

Lethbridge, Sept. 15.—H. N. Galer, of 
Spokane, president of the Royal Col- 
leries, Ltd., has been in the city for the 
last few days in the interests of the 
company. Mr. Galer states that he is 
very much pleased and more than sat­
isfied with the progress made in the 
development of the work in general at 
the mine.- Work on the spur line is 
much further advanced than he

In connection with the success at­
tending this business it has been sug­
gested that the railway company could 
do a great deal to h4lp foster the fruit 

business on Vancouver Island by grant­
ing such facilities n marketing that 
the growers would be able to place 
their product in the hands of consum­
ers without the vexatious delays that 
often occur when sending by freight. 
Either the express rates on fruit might 
be reduced to such (el figure that ship­
ping in this way could become more 
general, or that a fast through freight 
service might be inaugurated during 
the month or two when the fruit is be­
ing marketed. Of course the growth of 
the fruit industry will very soon com­
pel recognition in some such way, but 
in the meantime tie development of 
the Island and of the fruit growing in­
dustry would receive a great‘impetus 
if the railway company would rise to 
the opportunity. Especially would this 
seem good policy, as they have fruit 
lands of their own bn the market.

ex­
pected to find it, and will be completed 
inside of the time limit given by the 
contractors.

The company is pushing the work of 
development at the mine as rapidly as 
possible. It is expected that by No­
vember 15th at the latest the output of 
the mine will be at least 300 tons per 
day. The machinery that will be in­
stalled will be capable of handling much
more than this amount, 
feature of the development work is the 
matter of a water supply for the town 
and the plant. The water will be pump­
ed from the rive#- into a 100.000 gallon 

ason, which is just tank on the flat which will be conveyed 
5s” people have had by gravity to the plant and the town.

The company will have a complete and 
a large water system when it is com­
pleted.

A striking

Throughout the s€ 
closing, the “Progre
four expert packers engaged all the 
time under the superintendence of a 
foreman who inspects every crate, nails 
i* down and labels

The large boilers and the 
it ready for ship- pump will arrive this week. The sqr-
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