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SEE DAWN F -
TN VITORY

Seems to Bréak Over the Town
of Combles

A LONG ROAD T0 1T

Two Years te Get Six Miles, and
What a Struggle — No Such
Clinch of Death in History of
Warfare

(Boston Transcript.)

As the first British armies landed in
France after their passage of the Chan-
nel, the men sang a popular song which
had pleased their fancy, of which the
refrain was, “It’s a long road to Tipper-
ary.” The song became their war chant.
There was something prophetic about it.
The men who sang did not know what
“long roads” had to do with this. war.
Their great leader, Kitchener, did know,
and he must have smiled grimly when
he heard the soldiers sing of the weary
way to.-Tipperary. For how-long and
hard the road was to be, before they
were even to look upon the dawn of
their final' victory on the continent, he,
Kitchener, fully understood.

Just now, all may see that dawn. It
seems to hreak over a certain little town
which nestles in a valley near the river
Somme in-France—the town of Combles.
There is nothing about little Combles
to give it .the character of a stronghold
—nothing to. foreordain fighting fame for
it. .But it chances that near this vil-
lage the nippers of the Erench army and
the British arnry come together; and it
is a fact that the British and the French
have been marching to Combles, or
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creeping to Combles, or gnawing their
way to Combles, over a road which is
about six miles from the spot to which
they swiftly marched about this ' date
two years ago, on their recoil from the
Marne.

Here, two miles out of the city of
Albert, on the road which meanders up
the valley of the Somme, the French
dug themselves in two years ago. The
British line at that time was farther
north, but was afterward extended to
this neighborhood. And along this road
the British and the French have now
long stood shoulder to shoulder. From
the -high - ground, they could see-little
Combles, nestling in the bend of . the
river- But no dawn of victory could
they see breaking over it. That had to
come with the tedious traversing of the
road. 5

Two years to get six miles! A long
rodd, indeed, but what a road to travel!
Here wére stretched the most compli-
cated, the deepest, the thorniest, the
most amazing intrenchments that the
art of war has ever produced. Crossing
this line of entrenchments turned out to
be a gooll deal like shooting Niagara,
upward. Here was an army comfort-
ably underground, out of the reach of
shells. Not far away was the “Wunder
Work” of German defensive art, which
makes of Vauban’s strongest fortifica-
tions a child’s play place. In order to
march over these six miles of road to
Combles, the British must bring into be-
ing’ guns -which they had never used be-
fore, and which were eapable of grind-
ing, with their fire, these entrenchments
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to bits. “Ithat was -the way they were
negotiatingt the road to .Combles—by
putting aﬁ{ their shops ‘and mills, and
even the wromen they had left behind
them, to smanufacture of these weap-
ons of utfigmnost destruction.

The roml had to be marched not
merely above and upon the ground, but
through the; very éarth. .The RBritish
succeeded., "Their new and powerful
guns, thein|'terrible accumulation of
shells, at lairt! drove the Germans out of
their trenches by virtually tearing the
trenches ouk' «of the earth. And when
the Germans sought to make new
trenches, thiylfound the fire too terrible
and ceaselgssy to permit them to make
the elaborate «dug-outs necessary. Today
we have a sglicture of the resistance
which the Ge€*mans made. Lacking the
deep trenchys that the British gumns
would not Jét them build, they placed
the cannon gide by side, 150 to the mile,
and resisted! the ‘advance with a shell
fire unexampllled.in its volume of .projec-
tiles.

Even at tthat, the British are getting
over the romd., No such clinch of death
has been relcoried in the history of war-
fare. Never h a pouring eut of blood
and treasurewith empires at stake. That
the expenditjire must bring victory at
last to the aissailants is plain from this
fact, that thei resistance is absolutely the
utmost that the German . power can
bring to bea®; ;and yet it does not avail.
If not anothetr dunce of pdwer remains to
them t6 exencigz, what must be the re-
sult of their Nalling back? The test has
gone against*ltem ;-that is all.

And, thus {if: s that, ‘although the Ger-
mans at thispwriting remain in the little-
town—their ‘backs fo" the river, both
flanks menaced,| the road behind them
narrowing houriy——the British, piled up
on the ro#d, |eestward looking see the
sum of victorj * dawning over ‘Cémbles.
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Solicit Funds ju United States Diauigh-
ter. of ‘CourttChiaplain of the: Nether-
lands Tells 4* #Her Work: Among the

Homeless

Under the autspices of a committee,
consisting of Theodore Roosevelt, Aug-
ust Belmont, Hoj-ace White, E. E. Olcott,

George B;ﬁd\)‘ﬁs, Mrs. Arthug H, Lea,
a number-of ' other prominent Am-
epicans; Miss#{ndrika A’ C.ivan der
is raising funds
for a home for iBelgian children, .to be
%nown as the Holland-Anierica Home.
Belgian children whose fathers were

| killed in the wariare to-be trained and

educated there, gnd it is proposed to
found the home iin Antwerp after the
war. In the meamtfme- the children are
to be cared for im: the different institu-
tions and private; flamilies where they
have been for the last two years.

Miss van der Fiier; who is the daugh-
ter of the court chaphain, who confirmed,
crowned, and mantied the Queen -of
Holland, has' for njany ‘years been’ eh-

‘{2aged in improving, the condition of the

poor in her colintryi<Since the beginning
of the war she has gfiven her entire time
to relieving the sufferings of the thous-
ands who were sudsienly thrown within
the nation’s gates, ‘'umd is now in the
United States to obtamin funds for car-
rying on the work of educating and
making these unfortumate people - self-
supporting. She is et the McAlpin
Hotel, New York, \;lrre she explained
the growth and details of the plan for
the home, which was Istarted in Decem-
ber, 1915, with the fioymation of a com-
mittee consisting of Monsieur le Baron

| Fallon, Belgian Ministter at The Hague;

Dr. Frans van Cauwrclaer, -a member
of the Belgian Parliamrent, and herself.

“When the war begun more than 1,-
500,000 terror stricken 1Belgians swamped

our country,” said Miss. van der Flier. |’

“These desperate peopllg’ had fled from
their homes without a; moment’s notice,
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of five, who volunteered to care for some
of the orphaned children, had ninety-
four allotted to her, and others sudden-
ly found themselves with surprisingly
large families. Every one helped in the
relief work, and those who. could not
provide shelter contributed generously to
the funds that were started. In a single
day I was able to raise enough money
to supply clothing and food for 1,000 re-
fugees in Roosendaal.

“As time went on our burden was
made somewhat lighter when England

assumed the care of part of the refugees

and they were taken to London, but for
nearly two years now we have cared for
the 400,000 that'still remain within our
country. It is the future of this great
number, most of them children; that we
must consider, and it is our aim to edu-
cate them and make them self support-
ing. We also hope to reunite families,
but we find it :very slow, discouraging
work. There is not a Belgian family
without some member lost. There are
children everywhere separated from their
parents, and at first it was quite heart-
breaking to see the grief of the little
ones. We have bureaus where children
are registered and where parents may
apply for them, but it has proved of lit-
tle service, for many do not even know
their names, and we have ‘decided that
we can only care for them and hope that
at the close of the war many may be
restored to their mothers and fathers.

Boys’ Club at Hague,

“A few years ago, with only $4 cap-
ital, and under the special patronage of
the prince consort, I started a club for
poor boys at The Hague. I conceived
the idea after a visit to America, where
I saw the great work being done here
among poor boys,- My club flourished
from the start and we now have a nice
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building free of all debt and with a
membership of 225 boys. At the out-
break of the war I threw my club open
to the Belgians and soon had more than
one hundred refugees, who remained
there several months. Later, when the
relief work was better in hand I was
able to restrict the occupants of the
club-house to boy refugees, and I endeav-
or now to keep as many boys as pos-
sible over fifteen years of age in this
building. The Manual Training School

of The Hague is located opposite and
there they are studying to perfect them-
selves in some trade.

“Our idea is to make the  Holland-
America Home a permanent home for
these and the other Belgian orphans in
our land. We do not wish to make it
an institution where children will be
training in classes. Instead, it is our
plan to have cottages with a mother,
whose family will be increased by four
or five, at the head of each, where the

X

children will receive individual attentYom
and know the joys of a home. There
will be, perhaps, the dining hall for the
colony, as well as a school and church,
and we will endeavor to make all of
them self-supporting, The difference of
religion of the iwo countries will not in
any .way enter into the home and any=
one will be free to leave whencver he
wishes to. We need $100,000 #* our
project, for which we hope to lete
arrangements as soon as possiblél
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and had carri®gd with %fiem all sorts of
strange things save’ wMt was needed—
food and clothing—and)iwe were, therc-
fore, confronted with the colossal prom-
lem. of providing for titis Human flood
which had fairly inundated our quiet lit-
tle towns. It was horrible to see the
fleeing mob, pressing forwmrd so closely
together in all.the roads which led to
safety that many a “Belgian mother
found ber baby crushed #o death in her
arms. Tg lag behind foria moment was
to be hopelessly lost fnam the rest of
the family.

Streets Fifled with Refugees.

“The streets were filled ‘with the re-
fugees, some towns being tripled andd
quadrupled and even moxy in size. One
town of 20,000 found 100000 Belgians in
its streets clamoring for ‘protection and
food, and many had takem refuge in the
woods. One village of 8§00 swelled to
28,000 in a single night and sheltered
4,000 in the cathedral. Wie established
temporary .quarters in charches, public
halls, and even in private homes where
shelter could be obtained. One mother
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