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out of the force and left to do for theni
selves at an age wbeu they are flot fitte
for other permanent employment. In man
casés meu wbo have been officers high 1
rank bave been compelled to become me
sengers or to accept other positionso
mentl employment in whieh they are pal
ouly from $1 to $1.50 per day, to keep then
selves from actual starvation. White the
are iu the service we pay them enougb t
keep body aud sou! loosely together under
gay uulform, but flot sufficient to enabi
themn to provide for themselves after the,retire aud when they have to depeud o
their owu resources. In askiug for a retlrlng ailowauce for the permanent force
our first care is flot that force ;It i
the wbole active militia. If we ar
to have a good active militia, we mus
bave good Instructors for it ; and if ware to have good instructors in tflis coin
mercial age, we must hold ont financial luducemeuts sufficient to get men equal to th
task. White lu times past we have ha
most excellent men giving their services apermauent lustructors, ln the time to comeIf we have many more sncb examples a~those I have given, of meu being tbrowu ouiu their old age to get along as best thei
can, it wiil be au utter Impossibility to secur
good men for the permanent force of. thEcountry. Therefore, lu these few words
wish to put myseif on record as mosi
strongly snpportiug the proposai of a retiriuig allowauce for the permanent force of
Canada.

Hou. WM. ROSS (Victoria, N.S.) I haveiistened wlth cousiderable attention sud a
great deal of approval to the speech that basbeen made by the hon. member for Victoria,B.C. (Hou. Mr. Prior). I think we are as amile apt to boast too higbly of what Canada
has doue lu support of the Empire lui thewar lu South Africa, wbereas when we con-trast wbat we have doue with what basbeen doue aud is being doue uow by theAnstralian aud New Zealaud colonies, weougbt to feel humbled sud uot proud. Weail rejoice, at least I do as mucb as auyman lu Canada, at what bas been achieved
by the smali number of oflicers sud men
wbom we have sent ont tbere. Tbey havesbown wbat our military men can do lu
comparison with those of auy other country.But let us look at the preseut condition ofthings. Ou the 13th of M1arcb last, Canada
had lu South Africa, 117 men, New South
WaIes bad 788, Victoria 625, Queensland 530,
South Australla 3063, West Australin 310.Tasmanla 806 and New Zealand 1,352. Ihave felt ail aloug tbat it bas been perhaps
a misfortune that the troops wbich weresent ont from Canada were called back sosoon. I think greater efforts sliould bave
been made to bave tbem remain lu that
country. T may say that 1 have foiiowed
the history of the Milit«iry. College of Kin,--
ston witb considerable pride. I occupy the
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a- proud position of beiug able to state that on
d the 5tb of May, 1874, I lutrodced the Bill
y for the establishment of that institution,
n sud passed it tbrougb ail Its stages lu this
s- Honse. There was no 'Hausard' lu those
f days, sud 1 was curlous to see if I could re-
d colIect sometbiug of the speech wbicb 1 at-a- tempted to make ou that occasion. A re-
y port of it was giveu lu the Globe-aud I
o suppose it Is not ont of order to refer to a
a speech that was made tweuty-seveu years
e ago. I stated that the Iutroduction of such

ya measure was new lu the bistory of Can-
n ada; sud I gave au outtine of the bistory

o- f thç West Point school lu the neigbbour-
In lg repubic, sud alluded to several emiueut

s men wbo were traiued lu that great institu-
e tiou. Iu this counectiou I think that the
t governmeut of Canada should bave lu view
e the object of fiudlug profitable sud useful

empioyment for the men wbo are tumued ont
of tbat institution, becanse the training tbey

e receive there fits tbemi emîueutly for the
d public service. If tbey are thus empioyed,
s there is no doubt that tbey wl! refiect credit

1on tbemselves, the Institutiou, sud the coun-
s try. At that time I suggested that the
t properly traiued men wbo would be turned

Sont of the mllltary college would be the
e rigbt men for the training of our own militia
e-that tbey wouid be better fitted to comn-

1 maud sud direct our owu militia than men
t from the othier side of the Atlautic.
- There is s great deal of diff ereuce lu the

Ideas eutertaiued. by mllitary officers from
Great Britain sud those of Canadian officers
taken from this side, sud it will always be
found that our men wlll do better under our
own officers than those of the Imperial ser-
vice. When I was lu charge of the depart-
meut, I fonnd more trouble from the brigade
officers lu the public service wbo came from
the other aide, sud wbo were imbued witb
Ideas that could not be well coutrolled, than

*from auy Canadians. I am glad to fiud that
the hou. the Miuister of Militia thinks
favourably of grantlug pensions, sud I am
sure that sncb a polcy wilI be favourably
received by this House. I am not a mmnd-
reader, but 1 feel pretty welI couviuced that
the Minister of Militia, wbeu the rate of
pension was meutioned by my bion. frieud
from Victoria, B.C., was of the opinion that
that was s subject wblch should be very
properly lef t witb the governmeut, sud that
is my owu idea. I ouly refer to this matter
becanse I have taken a good des! of Interest
lu tbe developmeut of our miiitary systemn
Iu Canada, sud bave always been of the
opinion that our work covered too much
grouud, and was consequently not as effec-
tively doue as it otberwlse mlgbt be. This
perhaps may not apply to Binait towas, but
you will find that lu the large towns, the
colonels of regimeuts, lu order to keep up
the streugth of their varlous corps, have to
ruii arond seeking raw recruits almost
every year, as those wbo drllled one year are
not to be found the foilowing year, and must
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