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Dark Hours.

When things look blackest they generally take 2
turn, is a proverb that is miich thought of, and if* it
affords any consolation to anyone they may - study it.
It will be in great favor with the Germams at present,
because two weeks ago German stock was going Jow on
a falling market. The drive in the Gulf of Riga and
the really clever and &uccesstul drive by General Mac-
kensen on’ the Italian front will restore the waning
spirits of the Germans to some extent, but let ‘us assure
ourselves at once that it will mot give them ‘victory. «

It is impossible to say what Geperal Cadorna will
be able to do to stem the tide of affairs, but he is an
experienced and skiiful leader, and there is no need ‘to
be panic-stricken because things look black. All our
pacifists, and aanti-war people, and those who think
the Military Service Act unnecessary may well be panic-
stricken, for 'thei have assisted in preparing the condi-
tions that 'have led to the German BSuccess, and con-
gequently fo an indefinite prolongation of the Wwar.

Sensible people, however, will ‘only see another
phase of the %tg job opening out. The United-States has
béen preparing for {hree years‘:of war, and there 1is

no reason to suppose that it will go beyond that term. |

No'oné knows this better than Germany. It isto force
o \decision, if that could be possible, that the tremendous
drives at Verdun were made at the climax of the Ger-
man .power, and the effort failed. It was fo evade a
decision "after the Somme campaign that Hindenburg
stole away to his mew line behind St. Queniin, and still
sits as tight as he can on the defensive.

There is another side to the matter. There would

- be postic justice in having all our profiteers, our slack-
ers, our pacifists, pre-Germans, and antis of various
brands subjected to the same miseries that the Belgians
and the Serbs and other beleaguered peoples have had
to suffer, but that is no reason why the rest of us, who
have toiled and saved and given our best, incidentally
to protect those unseeing ones, should undergo more
suffering than is necessary. If the darkest hour is. that,
before the dawn it is necessary to be up and doing to
take advantage of the dawning. There is a very gen-
eral feeling that the man has not yet risen who could
and should dominate all the activities of the allied
powers against Germany. France and Britain are cer-
tainly acting in perfect harmony, but they are n om- |
ina:t.éd, if one may use the word in the sense of being
{ed and unified and welded into undivided action. ly
has been doing splendidly, but not with the united fprce

. —————————

taken, covering practically 1 the bookkeeping of the
city hail for a generation or more.

One of the first results attained was a . realization
of the outstanding revenue of the city, amounting al-
most to $5,000,000. Heavy borrowlngs.wereventailed
by this uncollected revenue, and the city paid much
higher interest on its bqrrowinss than it could collect
from its debtors. The jaw in this respect has been
changed, and the interest at six per cent,, it is hoped,
will hasten payments, , > i SR

This necessity for borrowing by the city is'the great
obstruction to simple financing of the city'saffairs. In
1916 matters had reached such a pass that at one
period of the year the amount of the borrowings came
to .$15,700,000. This imposed a strain on the city’s
credit which accounts for many. of the difficulties of the
last year or two and the delay in regard to sundry
important public works. :

The situation was due to 2 lack of counting the
ultimate cost. Projects were initiated without proper
‘estimates having been made, and as the work proceed-
‘od the charges rolied up. As a result, at the close ot
1916 “works either completed, or in progress, not per-
manently financed, most of them inaugurated several
years ago, {nvolved approximately $10,000,000.” This
amount as 6 be added to the funded debt of the city.

Thét the heavy liabilities” did mot daunt the com-
missioner of finance is apparent from the sale of securi-
tfos repotted, amounting to $12,385,915. .These“were
sold to such advantage that the average ¢ost to the city
was 5.08 per cent. The liquidation of the heavy .tem-
porary borrowings was one of the results of these
well-managed transactions. - } 2

A statement of assets and liabilities, while not fur-
nishing the details that had been anticipated, is highly
satisfactory; and a complete statement of this descrip-
tion is promised. The permanent assets amounting to
$99,822,236.22 will be inventoried for further state-
ments. . .

The balance sheei shows total assets of $125,797,-
£42.69, with a surplus over liabilities of $18,405,586.12.
The current account at the close of the year showed
cash balances of $993,967 .95 with other assets, amount-
ing in all to upwards of $6,000,000, the surplus being
$236,095.94:

City Financial Outlook.

In the report of the commissioner of finance, while
a surplus of $18,000,000 in the city assets is noted, it
must not be overlooked that thig/surplus is not one of
cash, but of values.. The position of the city is like that
of a man who has a fine house and a steady revenue,
most of which is hypothecated, and who meeds cash to
carry on his affairs and meet his current expenses. The
city’s finances at the present time are in a condition
where it would be most imprudent to add further _to
its liabilities. Some ten or eleven million dollars have
still to be provided for in addition to the $12,885,915
of debentures sold during the past year. :

It is unfortunate that the city is not in a better
position to meet such war expenditures as it would be
the wish of the citizens to undertake, but we must be
just before we are generous, and there is definite agree-
ment among the ity hall aqthoi'ities and others who
have been eonsulted that only the most mecessary and

Unlm Govgmmpnt is Wholly
. Made Up of Labor
Representatives.

ATTITUDE OF G.TLLP.

e

Enopgh Mohey to Carry On
Elections in This City
is Reported.

T
fabor party,
monthly meeting held

- Lafor Tem-
tter of al-

ronto the/ party will for the tima be-
ing bhave only two candidates in the
fiehd—James Ballantyne for Bast York
and David B, Carey for South Toroato.
With a view to Kkeeping fully in
touch with the political situation the
membens decided to hold rwo general
meetings a month instead of ome un-
i campaign.
rejecting any
with political as-
sociations other tham those directly ‘in
accord with the labor platform.
xt meeting ©of the parly,
which is to be held next Synday week,
will discuss a resoclution to the effect
that the G.T.L.P. refuse O assent in
any shape or to the appointment
of any labor to a seat in the
cabinet at Ottawa, the -party being
cpposed to the affiliation of labor with
nt other than labor.

The meeting opened with an address
from the president of the party, James
Richards, who callled upon those pres-
ent to vote solidly for labor represen:
tation at Ottawa, .

Cheaper Foodstuffs.
Jamies Hunter, & mmember of the
GTL.P., and a farmer, reported that
making arrangements for the
sale of farm products in Toronto at
much reduced mates, a number of new
stores of sale beifig in Process of oc-
cupation for this pumnpose.
The party has two aldermanic can-
didates in the fleld: Walter Brown fior
Ward 1 and A, F. Hamar for Ward 7.
The finance commiittee reported good
progress, and expresised the opinion
that there would be more than ample
funds to finance the can?)daltes in To-
ronto.
A resolution, moved by R. Amos, t0
the effect that the party approach
leaders of trade unionism with a view
to offering them candidature for the
provinciall or federal house, gave rise
to some discussion, but was finally
thrown out @s unconstitutional.

‘A, member rose to inform the meet-
ing that he fhad heard om meliable au-
thority that the Liberals of Ward 1
were e to help along the can-
didature of James Ballantyne. Would
a compromise result if such were the’|
case? - The meeting carried a resolu-
tion emphatically’ refusing to consider
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ACT TO DISQUALIFY

" FEW ONTARIO MEN

Mr. Smith Investigates Elec-

tions Measure for Sir
Wilfrid Laurier.

Ottawa, Oct. 28.—Sir Wilfrid Laurier

has requested Alexander Smith of Ottawa

NIPISSING SITUATION

“ IS STILL UNSETTLED

Liberals Meet Next Month and Efforts
Are Being Made to Unite Labor
Party and Conservatives.

Special to The Toronto World.

_ North Bay, Oct. 27.—The Liberals of
the riding of Nipissing have called a
convention - for Nov. 6 to take into
eqnsideration the resignation of A. J.
Young, their candidate, but. who has
written a letter to the officers resign-.
ing that position. If tne resignation
is accepted it is likely.that- Gzorge

Provision for Talung
Vote May . Cre

Confusion..

Regina, Oct. 28.—Hon. J.

A Toron
of 180 Rus
ated with t

Cross Meds
At a ¢
and retail
trade office
ler Manns |
| @ great s
. grounds fo

minister of immigration and
tion, left Regina this morning
Pacific” coast. . Seen late
night by the Canadian F
correspondent, he said: ‘Leadi
lic men in both the great B
parties are endeavoring in gv
possible ‘to bring harmony an
feeling out of a very difficalt
tion. There is no use disguis
fact that the difficulties are @
owing miainly to a provision i

to confer and advise .with candidates on

A. McGaughey, a la of North
recent amendments to it vy <yt oy

the Dominion* Bay, will be selected in his place at
Blections Act. In Mr. Smith's opinion |y} o4 convention. There is some talk

eople in Ontari ill be d i-
AR 2 et oy abor party and

y the amendments because re § : k
are few German or Austrians in Ontario | the Conservative party in the riding to
unité on an independent candidate,

naturalizﬁd m Marcddsh 31, 19t0ﬂ. wAhnyt'

person, Mr, th adds, T wha 3 -

‘his religious - beliefs are.?&rggt..ﬁ con- and & conferejncqle will;ﬁt;e held on-L:v.

sequence of having applied for exemp- 1 with this end: in wiew. :Just w! at

tion from military service, disqualified |the outcome - will be no oné knows at

from having his name placed on the |present. A pumber of labor unions,
however, have already refused to |
kave anything to do with what@fthey

of unity with the other allies which would have enabled
her to utilize all their reserves to repel the prégent |
blow of the enemy. The case of Russia is so obvious
that it is scarcely nécessary. to, mention it. Gigantic
forces, which might have met and conquered Germany
gingle-handed, have melted away like snow-wreaths
in May. A greatarmy has remained inactive at Saloni-
ca, fulfilling some useful purpose, we presume, but not’
apparently forming a part of any active aggressive plan.
It 3s beginning to be felt that as the navy retired fos
soon from the attempt to force the Dardanelles ‘when
another 24 hours would have achieved success, 80 also
the retirement from Gallipoli by the army was not the
result of a dominant will and purpose in leadership.

In union is strength, and Germany has the tre-

@ny sort of compromise with other

political pamties.., . :

WEST ALGOMA LIBERALS

; IN FAVOR OF FUSIONIST
TR i o e

Declare: It Inadvisable to Name

Straight Party Man, But Conser-
vatives Have Chosen Candidate.

essential expenditures will be added to the present list
of labilities. :

It is owing to this state of the finances that the
beard of control has seen fit to restrict the payment of
inkurances to those who have joined the Canadign ex-

ditionary force as volumteers from Toronto, and
ong these, to those who were actually dependent
pon the men who went to the front. The amount
already paid is over $2,500,000, and this may soon be
doubled. The payment of these insurances is being
covered by the issue of ten-year debentures, and the.
annual charge on these issues comes to a mill on ihe
dollar in the taxes, which, with the provincial tax of
one mill, makes two mills on the dollar war taxes.
Owing to the failure of ‘the government to see that thq

Spesial to The Toronto World.
-~ Sault Ste. Marie, Oct. 28. — At a

representative convention of the West
. Algoma Liberal Association held in
O'Brien’s Hall and attended: by 87
delegates from various parts of the
riding it was decided on a resolution
of Dr. James McLurg, seconded by
John Chambers, that it was not ad-
visable to nominate a straight party

electoral lists. And the only Menonites
disqualified are the Russian Menonites
who settled in Manitoba in 1873.

0 Bt the opinfom aiso,” Mr. Smith {call only a)so-called labor movement. | jaw relating to the saeldiers’ ov
stated to the Canadian Press, Litd., It is believed, however, that a stralght | vote. It is estimated that th
ts:néubomm?;fgrileo. gxegu &a:?natze - independent labor candidate - Will] petiween 300,000 and 400,000 vot
thelr father or mothernas the case may yet ha‘r peaxh aga.lnsth a{:—comgrsi. will be cast by soldiers when the
Do e maturilined, arh Bt to vote | i . thAt . AAppERs the ope ' 18 !tion is held. There would be
even tho the parent is disqualified. The |that the Liberals . Conserva- | no trouble if each soldier were
law gémx;%tlymmg: th/atat ?pd}i °h1‘1g{,e“ tives will unite on a straight lavor|io vote for a particular
aye : naturalized. ey | man who. ig also an out and out.-win= | givi his name or making b
take no steps whatsoever to be matural-| iy, <oy cafdidate. 3 ng A Ak i i

ized. The law just puts the right on to

mendous advantage of this union. The result in north-
em Italy is potent. There will be “very serious consid-
eration of all these conditions in Britain and in the
Dnited States. As was found necessary in Great Bri-
tain to abandon loose governmental methods and adopt
a small war council of the cabinmet, so it will probably
be found necessary to form a general war council for
all the,allies who intend to pursue the, war to its
logical conclusion, a council which will embody the
war-wisdom of the allies, which will have a clear and
definite policy of action .as well as of principle, and
which . will have supreme control over all the forces
of the alliance.

Theoretically, this unity of control is supposed to
exist at present, but quite evidently it does not exist in
the same way that it does in Germany. We shall hear
The Times or some other agency thundering in this
direction ere long. The burden of the war is too hor-
rible, too oppressive, to be carried on by intelligent na-
tions who learn of any way to lighten it or shorten the
time during which it must be borne. There is no desire
anywhere to yield to Germany. There is o flinching
from the determination to destroy the Destroyer, to re-
store the violated nations to their own, to set up once
more the landmarks of human freedom, hdnor, truth
and justice. But the world cannot afford to carry on
war to infinity. We must have the solidarity and co-
operation which makes success in any great enterprise
possible. We must have the selfless and dominant
genius which can give unity of effort effect.

The City Balance Sheet.

For the first time in the history of Toronto a finan-
¢ial statement has been issued which shows exactly
where the city stands. This new phase of ¢ity admin-
istration is due to the commissioner of finance, Mr.
Thomas Bradshaw, who has prepared the anmual state- |
ment for 1916 cof assets and liabilities, of receipts and |
digbursements, so that there is no longer any mystery
about the solvency or otherwise of the city. Incident-
ally, the fact emphasizes the opening of a new and
businesslike attention to details, and the introduction
of accuracy and system into the management of civic
affairs.
There has been some delay in issuing the state-

Assessment Act is uniformly observed, Toronto is taxed
on an average twice as much as other municipalities,

ently of voluatary individual contributions te the
various war funds.

It is not remarkable, then, that the commissioner
of finance remarks in his report, that “there are war
obligations which we have assumed, and others which
we have been urged to assume, which, in my judgment,
do not come within the scope of municipal enterprise,
even when that scope is interpreted in the broadest
gense.” :

Mr. Bradshaw does not take an optimistic view
of the progress of the war, and the events of last week
justify conclusions which have, no doubt, been record-
ed much earlier. As the outlook is “far from promis-
ing,” he thinks ‘‘that the continuation of the present
policy of war expenditure only tends to lessen our in-
fluence and to weaken our ability to assume to the full
the share of responsibility which it is expected we shall
do thruout the course of the war.”

He has in view the possible lessening of voluntary
gifts to charitable war funds as an effect of the increase
of civic obligatiohs. These views of the commissioner
of finance must receive serious attention from the city
council if the city finances are to weather the storm in
a satisfactory fashion.

The Call of the Blood.

By Charles Ferdinand Durand.

(Obit, Toronto, Nov. 11, 1918).

©O. men of the valiant 'Gaelic race,
O, men of the English free;

Who've won by your hands the uttermost lands,
And the gales of the pathless seal

wET

And whether ye live in the morthern eclime,
Or under the tropic sky;

What would ye not dare for that land over there
‘When perilous times are nigh!

And, now, when the mother of all of us calls
Her children to stand by her side,

Who've fed at her breast, been guarded and blest
The sons of her might ahd her pride! ;

What word will ye send to her waiting now
To hear what your love will do?

ment owing to the desire to have the several sub-|
statements ‘‘supported by full and verified detaiis of |
cach of the items contained therein.” The extra-|
ordinary complexity of the accouwats, and the disorderi
attending them, rendered this impracticable in some |
respects, but the investigations going on will be com-
pleted before long, and the statements for the current
year will supply all missing data. The Herculean task |
assumed by Mr. Bradshaw-is very inadequately indif

ted by L

ca

this explanation, but it involves consideration
of the extraordinarv labors that have had to be under-|

'

It is, as you know, but the debt that you owe
To yourselves and the empire, too!

All, all that we have at the call of the blood
'Thaz stirs in the heart of men!

We'll never stand back when the old Union Jack
Is summoning us forth again.

Sheets of paper pass for money i 5
. { | y in Corfu; one sihcet
‘;lz}t; one quart of rice, or twenty sheets a piece of hemp
. .
g‘onsidcra‘ole quantities of
.African wattle-iree have been
recent years, ! £ 1t

‘_»he bark of
imported from
rier

the South
Natal in
was
waitle~-bark
tanners, -

most .o to the war -
ported to Gera y and Be 1. Siace then o =
hasa foeen wutilized to a far greater extent by

so that Toronto is earrying a very heavy load inderpend?

candidate for the, ensuing federal
election. Right of the delegates pre-
gent were in favor of naming a com-
mittee of 10 Liberals to meet with a
similar number of the Conservative
party and the Labor people with a
view to discussing the feasikility of
naming a union win-the-war member,
but as the Conservatives on the pre.
vious day had nominated a straight
party candidate the convention would
not sanction the proposal. The pre-
sent situation: in ‘the riding is that
C. N. Smith, former member for the
Soo in the legislature is running as an
independent; James Lockwood of the
Paper Makers' Union, and T. E.
Simpson, Conservative, are in the
field, the latter taking the piace of A.
C. Boyee, who resigned recently from
the political fleld to accept a place on
the Dominion Railway Board.
pa Vg

S. WELLINGTON LIBERALS
FAVOR UNION CABINET

Declare All Other Questions Should
Be Subordinated to Winning War
and Decide to Call Convention.

|

|

Guelph, Oct., 28.—A meetling .of the
executive of the«Liberal Association
for South Wellington w held Satur-
day afternoon, representatives. being
present from all quarters of the riding.
The confused political situaition was
{rankly discussed, and it was manifest
that an entire unanimity of sentiment
prevailed. It was decided to call a

following resolutions were adopited:

‘“That in the opinion of this com-
mittee dll other questions should’ for
the moment be subordinated to the
successful prosecution of the war, and
that #t is desirable that all resources
of the country should be without fur-
ther delay devoted to this object.

“That the present situation urgently
demands ithat the evils of patronage
and piofiteering should be eliminated.
: f‘In the present crisis a government
fairly representing all elements in” the
community is desirable, and for this
reason this committee favors a union
government.”

MEETING POSTPONED.

The meeting of the Bedford Park
branch of the Greater Toronto Labor
party called for Saturday evening was
postponed owing to the inclement
weather, until next week, when it is
hopcd that a large number of mem-
bers will be present on the occasion
of the installation of officers. It is
also expected that arrangements will

‘be made flor the en ing of -
el 3 gaging & hall for

SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATURE.

was made thls evening that Tuesday, Nov
13, is the dale-on which tiie .7t sessioa
of the fouruh legislature of the Pro

- : f the Provinoe
of Saskatchewan will formaily open,

convention at an early ‘date and the”

Regina, Oct. 28.—Officidl announcement |

them, go to speak, as if they were na-
tural born British subjects.”

In Ontario, Mr. Smith adds, the enum-

erators will take the lists as revised in
‘1916, except dn
lists ‘the names

tles® and add. to these

the female voters en-
titled to vote.” In Ontario cities entire-
Iy new lists will be prepared.

WAR VETERANS DECIDE

TO CONTEST N. OXFORD

Lieut.-Col. D. Sutherland, Who Resign-
ed as Conservative Candidate, is
Their Standard Bearer.

Woodstock, Oct. 28.—At a meeting of

the North Oxford Conservative Associa-

tion Saturdey night, the resignation of
Lieut.-Coli Donald ‘Sutherland as the

standard-bearer of the party in the north

riding of Oxford, wase received and ac-
cepted. Lieut.~Col, Sutherland was ten-

derd and accepted the nomination abbut

a year ago, when he was home from
France wafter being wounded. He has
since returned to the firing line. The
association also pased a resolution ap-
proving the formation of a union gov-
erpment.

The Great War Veterans’ Association
met this afternoon and decided to nomi-
nate _Col. Sutherland as its standard-
bearer in the coming election.

NO LIBERAL NOMINEE
TO RUN IN WEST ALGOMA

‘Soo, Ont., Oct. 28.—At a convention
of the West Algoma Liberal Associa-
tion held in O'Brien’s Hall, it was de-
cidied not to nominate & party candi-
date for the election.

Eight of the delegates suggested
naming a committée of ten labérals
to mieet with a Conservative and labor
committee with a view to discussing
the naming of a union candidate, but
as the Conservatives, on the previous
day, had nominated a straight party
candidate the convention would not
endorse the proposal. ; ;

N. Smith, former member for the
Soo in the legislature, is runmning in
West Algoma as an independent;
James Lockwood of the Paper Makers’
Union, and T. E. Simpson, Conserva-
tive, are in the fleld, thie latter taking
the place of A. C. Boyce, MP., who
resigned recently, from ‘the ‘political
field to accept a place on the Dominion

Railway Board.

is permitted to voté for th
menf, for the opposition, for
for an independent candidat
naming him at all or without
his name.” o
Mr. Calder’ referred also 19
sibility of there being a
of candidates.

MACBRIDE NOT SURE O
BRANTFORD CANDIDI

e,

the endorsation of the - U
labor counecil. In part he sal

I run for the federal house
that depends, but I think W
political atmosphere clears a
will find that the workingm
are my friends, will prove coRe
ly that they are good i
are just as anxious to ‘win
ag_any other citizens. The |
I ow of who are
election, are those Who
discontent’ and, a few ‘ward
who expect the usual ‘pick
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.Malt and
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Imperial Stout is excellent for
.cbnvalescenta.. The healthful prin-
_ciples of hops and malt are embodied
in this O’Keefe brew, making a delicious
beverage for the table or the sick room.
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