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1 BRITISH mm COMPELS
FURTHER ENEMY RETREATO

JLieut.-Col. Samuel G. BeckettOffensive in Persia Re
sults in Turks Being 
Driven From Two 
Places With Heavy 
Losses.

o

Douglas Haig’s Men Carry in Two 
Days* Operations German Positions on 
Fronts of Five and Two Miles, De
spite Stubborn Resistance, North of 
Ancre—Enemy Also Loses Important 
Point North of Somme.

Sir;■

French Airmen Th ow Bombs
On German Blast FurnacesFEW SENATORSPetrograd. March 4, via London—The 

■ rapture of Hamadan, in Persia, slight-
' ly more than 100 miles from the

Mesopotamian border, was officially 
announced by the war office today.

taken from the Turks

One 'Aerial Squadron Also Drops Quantities of 
Explosives on Hun Powder Magazine> 

Hangars, and Railway Station.

Wm
La Follette and Eleven Others 

Brazenly Defy Will of 
Majority.

Tbe town was 
on March 2. Russian troops also are 
on the offensive further northwest, and 
hâve captured the village within two 
miles of Bijar, eighty miles northwest 
of Ramadan and about the same dls- 

The official

/ •

Special Cable te The Toronto World.
Paris, March 4.—French aeroplane fleets threw bombs on Ger

man blast furnaces at Woefling, In the region of Sarrebruck, and 
also on tbe powder magazine at Bona, besides on other points, a 
French (iftidal communication on the aeroplane raids says: Avla-
t|on__Three of our bombarding squadrons dropped projectiles on 
the hangars at Frescati. the powder magazine at- Bons, blast furnaces 

Woefling, in the region of Sarrebruck, and on the railroad sta
tion Et Delme (Lorraine).”

BITTERLY DENOUNCED London, March 4.—In the past-two day», despite a desperate 
resistance by the Germans, British troops have made two big ad
vances up the Ancre valley, the first one of about 500 yards on a 
five-mile front and the second one of about 1200 yards on a two-mile 
front east of Gommecourt and northeast of Pmsieux-au-Mont.

Besides making the foregoing progress in the Ancre valley the 
British attacked the German lines east of Bouchavesnes, north of 
the Somme, captured die German front and support trenches on a 
front of 1200 yards and took 173 prisoners and three machine guns. 
In area they repulsed several German counter -attacks with great 
losses to the enemy.

The continued progress of the British on the Somme, despite the 
determined attempts of the enemy to stop them, is taken as a good 
augury for the opening of the spring campaign. The roads will soon 
become dry and the fighting will become more intense. It is expected 
to spread on a wide front north and south of the Somme and north of 
the Ancre.

p1

from the border.tance 
Statement reads: 

“Caucasus
Wilson Expects Special Ses- 

Opening Today Will 
Mend Situation.

front: In Persia our de
tachments assumed the offensive in 
Section of Bijar and occupied the 
Village of Khanakali, two miles south- 

vast of Bijar.
the result of operations in the 

Hamadan region the Town of Ramadan 
was captured by our troops on March 2.

“Western front: In the neighborhood 
of the little town of Krevo we made a 
gas attack which caused alarm In the 
enemy trenches.

Ttumanian front: There has been 
reciprocal firing activity."

The capture of Hamadan by the Rus- 
that the czar's troops 

advance into

the sion
at.

1 B ’I
Washington, March 4.—Twelve sen

ators. led by Senator LaFollette and 
encouraged by Senator Stone, Demo
cratic chairman of the foreign rela
tions committee, in a filibuster, de
nounced by President Wilson's spokes
man as the most reprehensible In the 
history of any civilized nation, defied 

Commander of the 76th Battalion, who wm 0f an overwhelming majority 
is reported killed in action in » in congress up to the last minute 
cable received from a friend of the | today and denied to the president a

Iktw authorizing him to arm American 
merchant ships to meet the German 

j submarine menace.
President Wilson tonight informed 

the country, in a statement, that he is 
• without power to arm merchant ships 
and take other steps to meet the Ger
man submarine menace, In the ab- ..-„h , k„ «rimless to Say-sence of authority from congress, and Berlin, March 1, by .
that he was mistaken when he,said in ville, March 4.—An armed transport 
his recent address that be could act steamer 0f 34,494 tons, with about 600
under broad constitutional authority. trnons artillery and horses

An extra session of congress, the colonial troops, artmery a.
president says. Is required to clothe on board, was sunk by a German su 
him with authority, but it is useless marine in the Mediterranean on *eo. 
to call one while the senate works 24, the admiralty announced tooa>. 
under the present rules, which permit 8ome of the troops on board were lost, 
a small minority to keep an over- ^ troop-laden transport of abou t 
Whelming majority from acting. 50 00 tons wee sank on Feb. 23, it was

Save From Disaster. ^ also announced.
The president proposes, therefore, . 9000-ton steamer under escort is 

that the special session of the senate --norted geUt to the bottom on Feb. 
which he has called to meet tomor- of jjatta, while the sinking of
row, revise the rules “to supply the Ai JZ~_ vessels, et a total of more 
means of action and save the country ^ ana toww, -4» recorded- The
from disaster.” ^ /taadu*

"A lftle group of wilful men." says Amarines have sunk the
the president Jo his statement, repre- , vessels in the barred zone to answersenting no opinion but than- own, ^ ,iterrE<nean- “armed transport” of this size said by
have rendered the great government of tiie Meuiterranea ^ transport Berlin to have been sent to the bottom 
of the United States helpless and con- Feb. 17, sou n to flUe4 with i3 the gtatendam, which was building
temptible." * 8t6^™ „-rorted by other vessels, in England for the Holland-America

death of Major Langstaff of the same | unyielding thruout twenty-six hours cargo and escortea y Llne when the war broke out and
batta’ion was aiso announced in the of continuous session to appeals that «tiering eas rt steamer, about was taken over by the British Gov-
cablègram. Lacking official confirma- their defiance of the president would ‘Feb. . . . w(y, troops, ee- ernment. Her tonnage is given in the
tion of Col. Beckett’s death, relatives be humiliating to the country, uncom- 6000 ton1 , transport steamer, latest marine records as approxlmate-
and friends In Toronto base their hope promising in a crisis described to them j corted b> carg0, also es- ly 35.000. She is reported to have
that the report is untrue on the fact as the most serious to the nation about 6000 , been in use as a- transport,
that a second cablegram received by since the Civil War, LaFollette and corted. . transport steamjer, Of the steamers specifically named

I Major Bull stated that the report of his small group of supporters refused Feb. , about 600 colonial In the German list, the Oceania was
Major Langstaffs death was errone- a majority of their colleagues an op- 34,494 to" : and horses on board, on Feb. 21 reported sunk, the Corso

. Maj-r Bull is a member of the portunity to vote on the armed neu- U-°ops ^’t^n. were drowned. on Feb. 22. the Skog'and on Feb. 21,
Part of the trempe leered and the Proc0nnissos on March 3. The

«.riUltio^to the transport steam- Italian steamer Prudenza. not prevl- 
«imk IS vessels, totaling ously reported, is given in the marine were destroyed Tn thl register as having left Bueno. Aires 

Mediterranean recent^ Among them Jan. 6 for Genoa, and sailing from Da- 
were the Italian" steamer Oceania, 4200 kar. en route, on Jan. 31.

i“AS

GIANT STEAMER SUNK 
BY SUB, SAYS BERLIN/

Transport Larger Than Lusitania With Five Hun
dred Colonial Troops Aboard Reported 

Torpedoed in Mediterranean.

:

family In England.sians may mean 
will again attempt an 
Mesopotamia from Persia, to aid the 
British in their advance up the Tigris 
toward Bagdad. Hamadan, which is 
240 miles northeast of Bagdad has been 
the center of much fighting between 
the Russians and Turks. In April, 1915. 
it was occupied by Turkish troops, but 
in December, 1915, it was. taken by the 
Russians, who continued their advance 
westward toward the Turkish frontier, 
later capturing Kermanshah and 
Khanlkln, on the Persian border, 130 
miles northeast of Bagdad.

Following the capture of Kut-el- 
Atnara by the Turks, in April, 1916, the 
Russians were forced to retreat from 
the Persian border and were driven 
hack thru Kermanshah to. Hamadan, 
which was evacuated early in August, 
1916. Since then there has been much 
fighting In the Hamadan region and 
Turkish official statements late In De
cember and early in January said that 
the Russians had been repulsed in at
tacks near Hamadan. Hamadan has a 
population of 40.000.

i LIEUT.-COL BECKETT 
REPORTED KILLED Stubborn Resistance.tons, with grain from America to Italy: 

British steamer Corso, 3264 tons, with 
concealed armament and carrying 6000

linseed and

Against stubborn German resistance, British ; troops today advanced 
their line north of the Ancre, in France, an average of a quarter of-a 
mile on a front of nearly five miles, saye the official statement Issued by 
the war office last night. The British advance was made north of Puisieux- 
au-Mont and east of Gommecourt.

The statement follows: »„
“During" the day our troops made further progress north of Puisieuit 

au-Mont and east of Gommecourt, and our Une has been advanced an aver
age distance of a quarter of a mile on a front of nearly five miles. Tbe 
enemy offered stubborn resistance.

$; tone of manganese ore, 
cotton fr*m Bombay to Hull; armed 
Italian steamer Prudenza, 3307 tons, 
with Indian com from Argentina to 
Italy; Swedish steamer Skogland, 2000 
tons, with coal from Norfolk to Italy; 
Greek steamer Procpnnlssos, 3537 tons, 
from Salonica to Algiers."

Cable to Friends Here States 
Commander of Toronto 

Battalion is Dead.

!

i
4
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Lieut.-Col. Samuel G. Beckett, com
mander of the 75th Battalion, which 
went overseas from Toronto the latter 
part of April, 1916, has been killed 
In action in France, according to un-

Largest Vessel Sunk.
The reported sinking of a vessel of 

34,494 tons constitutes a record for 
the war, the largest vessel previously 
jsunk being ..the Cuaarder Lusitania, 
of at),396 tone. .

The vessel that seems most nearly 
to the description of the

I Beat Off Local Attack. V1F “A local German counter-attack made against our advanced positions 
northeast of Gueudecanrt last night wea stopped by our artillery barrage 
and rifle fire. An enemy bombing attack forced our troops to evacuate 
à trench east of Sailly-Satllieel1 this taorntng. An Immediate counter
attack was organized, which regained the whole of the lost ground.

“The enemy rushed two of our posts last night northwest of Roye: 
a few men are missing. Another strong enemy patrol, which attempted 
to approach our lines east of Givenchy and La Bassee this morning., wan 
stopped by our rifle fire.

"Successful trench reconnaissances were carried out by our aeroplanes 
during the day. One of our machines is missing.

GAIN EAST OF GOMMECOURT.
British troops ip their forward movement in the Ancre area in 

France have made another advance east of Gommecourt along a two- 
front of about two-thirds of a mile, accordbig to the official re-

official information contained in a 
cablegram received by Major Jeffrey 
Bull, Meredith crescent. Saturday 
night from his brother. W. Perkins 
Bull, K.Ç..' of London. England. The

m .
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1 FIGHT BIG ACTIONS 

ON BALKAN FRONT
Italian Troops Destroy Ger

man Trenches About Hill ous
75th Battalion. Mrs. Beckett and sev
eral chi'dren are In Liphook, Surrey, 
Eng’and. The only other immediate 
relative of Co'. Beckett is a sister, 
Miss Lucy M. Coad of .Toronto, 
re'atives and friends living here re
fused last night to concede the truth 

nev.-s until authoritative

' Ten-Fifty. mte
i port from headquarters tonight Nearly 200 prisoners were cap
tured. The text of the report reads:

(Concluded on Page 7, Column 3).j

Our Victory War LoanAVIATORS WORK HARDr Other
•This morning we attacked and captured the enemy's front and sup- 

nort lines east of Bouchavesnes on a front of 1200 yards, taking 173 prisoners 
and three machine guns. During the day we repulsed with heavy losses 
several counter attacks.

“East of Gommecourt the enemy continues to yield ground. In this 
neighborhood we advanced along a two-mtle front to an average depth of
12°°“sîxdprisoners were taken In a successful raid last night northeast 
of Ablaincourt. During the last twenty-four hours we have captured a 
total of 190 prisoners, five machine guns and two trench mortars.

ENEMY UNES ARE SMASHED.
Whatever may be the ultimate strategy lying behind or claimed 

for the German retirement between Gommecourt and Le Transioy, 
even most casual inspection of some of the evacuated line» near Ba- 
paume plainly reveals the immediate reason for their abandonment. 
They have been smashed to pieces by the incessant and ever increas
ing British artillery fire.

Communication trenches, built for the purpose of bringing up 
food and ammunition, have been flattened almost beyond recognition 
and have long since ceased to serve their purpose. The wide belt of 
area back of the German lines has been lashed by bursting shells until 
it had become practically impassable. For hours at a time, often for 
days, the drumfire of the British guns made it impossible for any man 
to reach or leave the trenches.

Some of the prisoners recently taken said they had been cut off 
from food for 48 hours by the barrage back of their trenches.

COULD NOT HOLD LINES.
The British outposts are established well beyond the old Ger

man front line positions, and, altiio from their new retreat* the Ger
man guns are constantly sweeping the evacuated territory with violent 
bombardments, it was possible yesterday to visit and inspect some of 
the trenches and strong points, which it was all too apparent the 
Germans could no longer maintain in a defensible condition, 
abandoned ground was covered with hundreds of German dead.

Large British burying parties, bravely ignoring German shells 
and snipers, have been busy for several days clearing up the dead, but 
the task is still a long way from completion. In front of the o.d Ger
man lines near Le Barque were some bodies which had lam there sincp 
last November when the Germans attempted an attack, but were shot 
down while leaving their trenches. The unceasing artillery and nfle

fire had prevented their recovery.
It seems that the Germans must have lost heavily m abandoning 

their positions, for scores of bodies were encountered beyond the lines 
—those of freshly fallen men. The Germans are conbnumg 
strong defensive rear guard actions all along the line, but the Brtbs 
appear able to move forward and consolidate the new ground just as 

rapidly as they desire. •___

After the Titan etroke of the victory 
In Great Britain nothing that anyloan

other nation can do may bulk large to the 
onlooker, but Canada has a duty relatively 
just as important, and in comparative mag
nitude as great as the tbouean-d billion* of 

On the fourteenth our victory

Heavy Snowfalls on Sector 
Between Vardar and Lake 

Presba.

of the sad 
verification is forthcoming.

Col. Beckett ranked with the few 
most prominent and able military offi- 

which Toronto and even Canada 
has produced in the present struggle 
abroad. That he was efficient and an 
authority on military tactics, particu
larly cavalry manoeuvres, was attested 
when he was chosen one of the few 
officers who left here commanding 
battalions to take his regiment to 

He had innumerable friends

DECORATIONS ARE WON 
BY CANADIAN OFFICERScers

Britain.
loan Is to be launched, and It depends how 
loyal and faithful we are to our national 
life whether we" shall come out of the fiery 
furnace of war unharmed, or whether we 
snail be shriveled In credit, scorched la 
reputation, shrunken In vigor. As we make 
our stand now so shall we stand among 
-the nations In council.

Alt tnl 3 depends by no means upon Che 
government, "but upon the personal and 
heartfelt realisation of every man and 
woman that upon him or her rests the task 
of delivering the world from the burden 
laid upon It. It is not merely the wealtny 
who are called upon to render of their 
abundance. They muet do more than that. 
They muet give while there Is a loose end 
of currency available. But the less wealthy, 
the thrifty among the poor, and the people 
who can J-uet manage to get along, tnu* 
take heed and give until they have to 
pinch and scrape to keep things going.

Everything that can be done without 
should be left over until a fitter time, and 

saved should be loaned to the 
It will be turned Into useful

Special Cable to The Toronto World.
, ! Paris. March 4.—Italian troops

f 1 feught some violent actions at Hill 
1050 on the Balkan front, destroyed 
German trenches and brought back 

i prisoners, according to a French offi
cial communication issued today. A 
heavy snowfall "on the Vardar, as far 
ae Lake Presba, Impedes operations 
on that sector.

The official communication follows:
“Eastern theatre: Artillery activity 

was displayed a'ong the whole front, 
r. especially at the Cema bend. Patrol 
I encounters occurred at Majadg and

<

Lciws of Mounted Rifles Receives D.S.O. and 
Military Crosses Are Bestowed on Many 

Others for Splendid Deeds of Gallantry.

m. i
I- France, 

in Toronto.
Col. Beckett was always a student 

of ml’itary matters. He joined “I” 
Company of the Queen’s Own about 25 
years ago, later joining the 36th Bat
talion and stl’l 'ater serving with the 
Mississauga Horse. He organized the 
75th Batta’ion.

Monasttr. Violent actions at Hill 1050. The wn«rthe'IrôrT of
carried out bv the Ita'ian troons re- born ln Toronto, and was the son or suited in the shattering" o? enemy Edward Beckett pioneer iron foundry 
trenches and the bringing back of owner. He graduated fiom Cornell 
prisoners. Enemy counter-attacks University in Pennsylvania in arebi- 
were repulsed with serious losses. lecture, and tnen formed a_ partner- 

"There has been a heavy snowfall ship with Lieut.-Col. Vaux Chadwick, 
from the Vardar as far as lake which lasted twenty years. Close 
Presba. From Feb. 27 the aviators friends of Col. Beckett were Mayor 
have been particularly active." T. L. Church and R. L. Defries.

ÉF.

great gallantry, captured five prisoners 
and inflicted over fifty casualties.

Lieut.
during an Intense bombardment volun
tarily went up to the front line and 
encouraged the men on duty there and 
later assisted a machine gun team to 
repel two attacks.

Lieut. Alexander Byars Johnstton 
Mounted Rifles, showed marked cour
age and initiative, advancing with only 
six men, capturing four mountain 
guns with two officers and 15 men.

Lieut. Charles Stuart Martin, Infan- 
successful raid

Canadian Aeioetated Press Cable.
Ixindon, March 4.—The official Mili

tary
nouncements of honors won by Cana
dians:

Distinguished Service Order: Major 
Burnett Laws. Mounted Rifles, Person
ally carried out a successful reconnais
sance into "No Man’s Land and later
rendered most vaiuable sel7^,e0.g5 r "n and materially assisted in

Joseph Griffiths, Infantry,
Gazette makes the following an-

F'A the money 
government, 
channels »t production, and will flow, down 
to lower lands and fertilise all tile spread - 
Ing fields of our national activities. There 
la no other way to bring again the golden an attack 

the success of operations.
Military Cross—Major Walter Bu

chanan Caswell. Mounted Rifles, got
his company into the enemy^s lineB 
without a casualty, reached all objec
tives, inflicted heavy casualties and 
captured thirty-one prisoners.

Lieut. Edward James Clark, Mount
ed Rifles, carried out a dangerous re
connaissance and brought back valu
able information concerning the oon- 
dition of the enemy's wire and front 
trenches and later during a raid led the 
first wave with great Kal.antry

TAeut Joseph Henry- Major E.msiey, 
Infantry, led a successful raiding Party 
in daylight against the enemy's 
and trenches, showing marked imtia- 
tive and powers of leadership. tnLieut Panels John Gray, Royal 
Canadians, led a successful raid wi h

yeEvery dollar needlessly spent: every dol
lar hoarded and kept out of the national 
funds, Is a dollar lent to the enemy and 
Win strengthen him. We are lending thb 
money to ourselves, when we take up the 
great war loan next week, and we shall 
have a great reward when the accounts of 
the great war all come to be squared.

try, led a party in a 
with great gallantry, and succeeded 
in capturing two unwounded prison
ers and previously carried out several 
dangerous patrols.

Lieut. John McNaughton, Infantry, 
accompanied by another, officer and 
four men of other ranks, entered the

.« WAR SUMMARY
and

four men of other ranks, entered the 
enemy trenches and succeeded in cap- 
tui ing two prisoners, and showed great 
courage and skill, and remained with 
enemy's trenches over 40 minutes.

Lieut. Robert George Swift, Mount
ed Rifles, led his men- tn an attack 
with great courage and determina
tion. and later led a party of bomb
ers down a communication trench 
and penetrated support lines, taking 
a number of prisoners. _______

HENRY HEATH^MATI-ER TO THE
THE DAY’S EVEN TS REVIEWED

It is a unique position to hold—that 
of hatter to the King—and in the case 
of Henry Heath, of 
Old London, the ap
pointment is 
merited

IELD MARSHAL HAIG is still keeping up his advance north of the 
Ancre on a wide front, and in the past two days he has pressed the 
Germans back north of Puisieux-au-Mont and east of Gommecourt, on 

fronts of five and two miles, in two offensive operations. First he shoved 
his men forward on the five-mile front to a depth of about 450 yards, and 
the next day followed up this success by swinging forward his left in this, the most 
sector east of Gommecourt on a two-mile front, to a depth of 1200 yards, and exclusive manu- 
The Germans offered stubborn resistance to the British movement on the facturer 
wider front, while the British official communication says that they yielded almost universal- 
ground on the narrower front. jy adopted by other

makers, and the 
fame of the Heath 
hat has extended to 
the United States. where it commands 
an exclusively high price. Because of 
the lower tariff applying to Canada, 
the He-'th hat can be purchased here 
at lower prices than those -prevailing 
in the Whited States.

The "King George" is the name of 
the new style Heath, in hard and soft 
felts and silks:

Heath stiff hate .
Heath silk bats 
Heath opera hats 
Complete display

styles of men's hats for Ahe spring, 
1917, season. W. & D. Dineen Com
pany, Limited, 140 Yonge street, cor
ner Temperance street.

F
well

___ for Heath
without doubt.

original

t
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1 tuLf,of hate in
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NEW OATH OF OFFICE
IS TAKEN BY WILSON

In Kissing Bible, President’s Lips 
Touched on Significant 

Passage.

.<
BRITISH DESTKVtER SUNK 

ENTIRE CREW PERISHES

Admiralty Says Craft is Believed 
to Have Struck a Mine.

f:rBesides making progress north of the Ancre the British also made 
some progress north of the, Somme, southeast of Sailly-Saillisel and east 
of Bouchavesnes. In this region they captured yesterday the German first 
line and support trenches on a front of 1200 yards, taking 173 prisoners. 
This advance has a certain correspondence with the recent advance east of 
Ballly-Saillisel and it has probably as its object the turning of the Germans 
out of the Neuville-St. Vaast Wood.• • • • • -

The British advances north of the Ancre are having the effect of 
sharpening the Arras salient, the great bulge created in the German lines 
between a point north of Gommecourt and Loos by the German withdrawal 
from the front Immediately to the south and Intersected by the Ancre. 
The original German trenches, of course, run north and south, while the 
British, from the northern bank of the Ancre, are now also able to fire 
due aorth, and thue the enemy will have to endure a fire from his front

£Centinued en Psg» 2, Col. 1 end 2.)

London, March 4—A British de- 
sunk with all hands ln the 4.—PresidentWashington. March 1on,

Wilson took the oath of office at 12 0» 
p.m. today, ln the presence of the chief 
Justice and some members of the cabi
net. There was no ceremony.

When President Wilson kissed the 
Btb evafter taking the oath of office to
day his lips touched on this passage: 
“The Lord is our refuge; a very pres
ent help In time of trouble."

etroyer was 

North Sea on 
announced today.

Thursday, the admiralty 
It is believed she$4.50

..................... 8.00
of all makes and

struck a mine.

The complement» of British destroy
ers run from $0 to E9 mem

> à

e!

t_—

ery
Id steel 
ïrt sizes. 

1.50
lin and

1.50
to silver

. .5
.10
•12 4

omen
nder-

98c

free skirt; 
sizes 19 to

lese
1, wool and 
s, and all 
:gular #1.35

to 42. Not 
Fular 35c to

$2.25, for
w neck, no

kes. Sizes
.20

/

gs of Swiss 
izes 56, 58

93

2. Regular
95

lace. Sizes
49ay

ts at

:ily trimmed 
id sleeves.

... 39
kite cotton,
Irish. Re.QV
........................SO

nmmed with 
ch-wide rib- 
talar $1.75. 
r.... 125

smartave, 
y, 'cadet and 
& take tele-

I

K

?

k

dT

*
W

t&


