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3 umbers of boys of the 1916 and 1917 classes among the Germans and ‘of
ulqrhnl among the Turks.
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The advance of the Frenc
on each side of it provoked t
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h north of Verdun into Fort Douaumont and.
he Germans to make furious counter-attacks
mdo,y in an endeavor to drive the French troops-back 'to their starting
off points, - Combined with these frontal attacks were heavy flanking
-west of the Meuse. These were directed principally against Hill
04, and on their failure there, against Le Mort Homme, Only once did
ans get & footing in the French ' positions, and they were im-
Mum: éjected by a counter-stroke. The fighting, which was forced
here “‘prévious to the French advance in the north, had 1ts origin in the
h of French troops to the region of Fort Douuumont. The Ger-
mans attacked the Fremch in flank for the purpose of diverting their re-
serves to the western bank to defend the Mort Homme position, but they
failed in their purpose, for the French got into Fort Douaumont. As the
French 'hold the higher positions they can compél thé Geérmans to attack
them whenever they desire by merely threatening tp drive back the Ger-
mans. THus the kaiser and the crowh prince have landéd their men in a
faulty position, which it will cost them enormous l5ssés 16 retain in the
face of an enterprising foe, The battle in the Verdun region has reached
the stage midway between trench and mobile warfare. It seems to herald
the bréak-up of the present stationary system 'of fighting, but whether
after ‘a period of manoceuvring and fighting it will resume its stationary
aspect on shorter lines depends upon the number of men that the allies
oan throw into the campaign as reserves. The more men they can mobilize
the speedier will the war be ended " ; ;

4 Rome reports that tbe !talun front remains nnbroken.

after repulsing Austrian attacks against Itallan advanced ‘lines between
the Astico and the Brenta and in the Sugang Valley, the Italian troops
gradually retired on their main lines.of defence. They ‘executed their
movement in good order and not under pressure of the enemy. -They have
observed assemblages of Austrian troops between Lake Garda and the
Adige and only reconnaissances have been observed between the Adige
and the Astico. An Italian detachment captured an important Austrian
position on Mount Seif, on the upper Cordevole, taking 50 prisoners.

! » & » »*

Paris military oxportl uy that the Italians have fallen back before the
first shock of the Austrian offensive, but they are now reforming their
lines with heavy reinforcements. The Itallans who were at Rovereto, 20
mileg from Trent, withdrew southward under the heavy Austrian pressure.
till their lines are now about 10 miles south of Rovereto. Part of the new
line 18 still in Austrian territory. The Austrians are said to be aiming at
Vicenza, for the purpose of separating the Italians operating against Trieste
from those operating against Trent. The Austrians appear to have spent
the violence of their first blow and they are probably making preparations

for another.

Winston Churchill, who retired from the government after the tactical
failure of the Britiskh foreol at the Dardanelles became known, has be-
come a critic of the government, and yesterday he made a plea for a more
vl;ox‘oul conduct of the war. If the British Empire had more than 5,000,000
men under arms, he sald, the British armies should be detaining more than
45 divistans of the enemy, He also said that the war would bea long one,
Such predictions are guesses, except in so far as the time it will take to
mobjlize the full strength of the British Empire at the front. Britain is
to supply the final reserves in the west, and reserves are only thrown in at
the fast stages. A great many of the causes leading to the prolongation
or the shortening of the war depend ofindcident, and so it is impossible to
- predict when it will end, Mr, Churchill also urges the raising of large con-

tingents in Indu and lmong the Atrtun blukl.

~ - §a the Armonlnn thutro ot tho war the Ruulans are steadily converg-
mg on. Mosul from Persia, and they have recently oocupied Serbercht, on
the road to that strategic point, They repulsed repeated Turkish attempts
to take the offensive southwest of Trebizond last Sunday and they have

dislodged the Turks from an organized position on one of the slopes north
of the Taurus Mountains, , S j
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Make arrangements to dine after the
races at the Hotel Teck. Quick ser-
vice, excellent menu and Romanelll’s
orchestra, with -organ accompaniment,
in attéendance. It's a sure thing you'll
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