.b;ogm ont, ;nd the dnngcr of FIRE from glowmg matchcs
“hereby reduced to the greatest minimnm.
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! s 350 miles or so.
. at Arras to the German frontier is 150

! miles before we do 1502

mi

i,
fc*g §§\§§s

It took us all
summer last year to batter down the old
defences. It may take us all summer this

. w'forlorn hope, but if the western line is
i~. deemed secure Hindenburg s justified in|

his attempt., From Dvinsk to Petrograd
From the British line
miles ‘or mo. Can Hindenburg do 350
It depends on
the men and the guns,

The pressure on England s very great.
There s no complaint, and the nafion
slands up to fts task bravely, but the
papers and letters reflect the strain.
Canada. could help with another 150,000
men—perhaps double that. But the gov-
ernment is dilatory, If not unwilling, If
the war should go on for another two or
three years, the government that Fas
prolonged it by dilatory measures will ot
be o popular as it would be if it took
the advice of its friends and did what afl
the authorities declare is needed—in the
words of Sir Robert Borden, “vigorous
action is a vital necessity.”

Otherwise we may hang on till the
United States armies are ready,

y
f

The Old Tax Rate Fallacy.

There appears to be a panic in the city
hall over the suggestion of a higher tax
rate this year, It is difficult to under-
stand the point of view ,of  the city
fathers. T momey I8 meeded for neces-
sary service the people will not grudge
it. Especially this year when they have
momey the people will be in @ better posi-
tion to pay texes and more willing to
pay war taxes than two or three :,'mru
irom now, when t)\« events that prompt
Renerogity today and the resources have
both perhaps lost their value.  People
are’ not so hard up that a few dollars
additional in the tax rate would hurt
them. No effort was made to adopt the
instalment plan we suggested or there
would have been still less difficulty about
collections, But if three instaiments are
made there will be no great burden on
,the small householder.
fbe able to manage,
4. house
to the

The large one wiil
Five mills extra
asgsesped at $1500 or $2000 adas
load, but if the Postponement of

payment should bring the load on ',,

#houlders of the tauw)u a fow

later \when he is not iRk so good
tion to carry K, no good
guined.
y;lr:hﬁe;i;u;muy n Toronto for

® postponement of legi-
tYmate taxation for the sole purpose of
keeping down the rate, quite irrespect .-

“dye of whether the proposed outls
wise and necessary or not
positponed, they became banked up until
the imperative necesgity of the
ocompels payinent.

‘We helieve in the utmost economy and
would sanction no expenditure that can
. possibly be avoided, bdut we protest
hgainst ¢he foolish policy of cutting down
Devessary astimates merely to make g
vertain rate, thereby reducing the crfi-
plency of the city goyernment and laying
W en inevitable %oad of heavy payments
Wor 2 loss conveniont season.

The Nickel Report

After Lwo. years of labor the Ontario
Nickel Commission bas brought forth its
s long-grromised :m From &

on

years
a posi-
burpose is

AVS were
Delayed and

situation

held principally in the United States,

nomtnqwamc‘uun. Only a tri-

fling number of shares are held by per-

1| Sons resident in Germany or Austria. .
a.mwmummmm

Company from 1910 to 1916 are ma-
‘ed at' nearly $31,000,000.

7. The commission finds ﬁn.t the best
method of taxation for minerals is t%e
method now in vogue in Ontario, name-
ly, a tax upon net profits,

may be too low, butin-the opinion of
the commission it should not be increas-
ed beyond 5 per cent.

woﬂ\"wluhhourﬂnoemlmmkﬂ
companies. 'L\owbn\,dxeym-
mate, would cost one hundred million

9. The Sommission tinde ‘that the pro-
vince has no power to prohibit the export
of nickel matte.

It mybemldwﬂbmtoﬂametome

| learned. commission that it ngeded no
| ghost to come from the grave to tell us

any of the foregoing facts. They were
elready pretty well known to the govern-
ment, the leégiglature and the people of

'aom No ¢onstructive policy of any

kind is ocutlined. The commission does
not even tell us how to get more money
out of the International Nickel Company,
which has only paid by way of taxation
some $160,000 on-dts profits of $31,000,000.

for appointing the commission. The ap-
pointmerit was no doubt afi honest at-
tompt to gain, light and information upon
what seemed to be a somewhat compli-
cated subject. Information more or less
valuable bas been obtained, but it is not
illuminating, The government is, there-
fore, compelled to make its ownm policy
without any help from the learned cos-

mission,

That policy, we hope, will be announc-
ed within a few days’ time. We would
like to see the International Nickel Com-
pany compelled to pay into the provincial
treasury @ considersble’ part of the $31,-
000,000 which it has eleared in the last
five years from the refining and sale of
Ontario mickel. Weé think we can show
that the profits were a great deal more,
but even $21,000,000 is a tidy swin. Since
1910 the nickel company has only paid
into the- provineial treasury $160,000, or
about one balf of one per cent. May we
venture to suggest that it ought to pay
more?

May we venture 1o hope that it will be
called upon to pay eeveral million dol-
lars into the provincial treasury? Hav-
ing dncreaséd the price of nickel ten cents
a pound the company should be able to
recoup #tself. At eny rate, we hope that
the legislation soon 1o be brought down
will net the province considerably more
than the sixty thoueand dollars the re-
port has cost,

And thén there are other things !

E'tublisl; Central Office to
Deposit Children’s Savings

A zspe(,uu mwung of the penny bank
commitbee of the board of education
was held yesterday afternoon to dis-
cuss means whereby the cost of the
teachers’ and principals’” time in mak-
ing the collec{jons and taking the de-
posits to the bank could be eliminated.
After considerable discussion it was
decided that (1) all posting and gen-
eral ledger work be done at a centrul
office to be established; (2) that all
class cash book8 be sent to this cemn-
tral office once every four weeks: (2)
that a messenger. service be’ provided
for the transferring of books and sup-
plics between sche and this cen-
iral office; and (4) that the money be
‘La.l\cn from the schools to the Jlocal
vank by a carglaker or a mcmbm‘ of
the staff.

Professor McKenzle stated that o
staff of three clerks will be necessary
to do the work, and the question was

*lclerks he

brought up as to who would be ex-
|pecled to pay for these clerks, 1In-
| spector Cowley stated that if the Imxv(l
‘uf education really required thes
thought the minister of (-du-
\\(mld provide them .

TO ASSIST Y.M.C. A

jcation

Rev. W. A, Lameron al M
Gerald Birks are on their wgg to (,?:f
ada, where they will make a six
weeks’ pilgrimagein the interests of
the Y"M.C.A." Rev. W. A. Cameron of
Bloor Street Baptist Church has been
doing special work among the Cana-
dian troops overseas, and his chief
object in making the present visit is
to present the military work of the
Y.M.C.A. to all classgs of people and
to point out where help is most need-
ed. They will both arrive in ‘Toronto
early in April, and the toyr will begin
in the Maritime Provinees and extend
to Vancouver.

SENT TO HAMILTON.

Alleged to have bheen concerned in
the theft of militia. cheques and
‘r),.»w»: from military headquarters al
Hamilton, Pt Anthony Szumlinski
alas John Smith, a member of  the
D.A.C., was sent to that city wheh he
appeared in the police court yester-

days : <. i

¥, 'zb'e'amaumon finds that the' stock.
of the International Nickel Company is

The government is ¢o beé commended’

The three | . E
per cent. tax imposed by the province |

'rhc. mmmnmwﬂmo
bullding near at hand; ‘they think, how-
ever, that the higher prices of material
will hold things back for a time; never-
theless, inagmuch as material may never
cotmudthweranduhmmmmm
found for Toromto’s growing . industrial
population, & start ie already under way
and other+ will follow, Certain capitalists
and interests were in consultation last
week, and will be today, closing up a
deal to bulld a first instalment of three
hundred workmen’s houses in New Toron-
to. These houses must be buflt or.ce:-
tain new factories will not be able to
run’‘at full capacity. ¢

s o »
A World man was around,among the
architects. 7. A. MeKenzie, architect,
has prepared plans for a number of dweil-
ings during the past two weeks, but when
the cost’ of building 18 made known to
the prospective builder the majority of
them seem afraid to vemture, thinking
that the high cost of material is only
tunvomryandﬂmxa,dodlnewmm
take place. Mr. McKenzie reports & num-
ber of houses are in the course of con-
struction, and thinks as the season ad-
vances ﬂpt building operations will be-
come more active. 2
Mewsrs. Jangley & Howland are pre-
paring plans for a number of houses in
North Toronto, east of Youge street; also
preparing plan  for a pair of duplex
hovses on Jarvis street. Mr. Langley
gays that building operations are not
very active, due to the high cost of ma-
m—m.l and labor. Inquiries are still com-
& in, and he believes that buliding op-
erations will become more active dur-
ing the spring and su:nmer months,
" -

F. 8. Mallory reponts building opera-
tions a little slow, aitho a number of in-
quiries are coming in, and thinks as the
season advances there will be more activ-
ity in the buildi line. Undoubtedly
the high price of material is keepin
back building operations, but he could se
no decline in the price of either materinl
or labor for some time to come. They
are prepering plans for an addition to a
nickel gmelter on Morrow avenue to be
70 x 120 feet. Also plans for a three-
storey warehouse on Yonge street, just
south of the new Masonic building. The
ground fioor is for en automobile show-
room and the two upper storeys for manu-
facturing purposes. Xe expects to see
more activity in the way of building. in
the meat . future. He does not look for
aiy decline in the cost of material and

labor. )

My, Chaprean of Chapman and Me-
Griffin states that a good deal of com-
mercial building in the way of factories
and warehouses 1is contemplated, but
to what extent it will be carried out,
he' is unable to say, owing to’ the con-
increasing cost of all building
nmto-riul. At the present time he thinks
that the cost of material is having its
effect on operations.

Another well known down town archi-
tect stated that conditions are gradually
growing better and he believes there will
be considerable building under construce
tion during the next few weeks, On being
asked if he did not think that the high
cost of material was having its effect,
said no doubt it would affect building
operations to some extent, but he eould
see no declite, either in the high cost of
material or lzkor, for the next three or
four years, and would advise any one
contenuplating building .operations to do
so now, as it would not be surprising
to see a still further advance in all ma-
terials,  He has several housing propo-
sitions in view and while they are only
in @& -primary wetate, he expected
within the next few weeks to be busy
preparing plans for the construction of
a. number of houses., Hec believeg that
peeple will soan realize the true con-
and trat no cheaper material was

stantly
|

|
jdiLtion
poggible, and
building operations.

would therefore begin

LR I
Mr., By ;.Bird states that—the- present

cost of all bulldifig material 18 1o doubt

“effect in building operations,

4 great many are contemplat-

ing, they are holding Dack,

; t theré” will be a decline

' material’ and labor. This

applies 40 eonstruction of

houses, but to factories and warehouses

also. When asked as to the outlook for

cheaper material he said he could see no

decline In the prices, and in his opinion

building material would be higher after

the war than it is today, and the wise
ones -are bullding now.

A. Baker states that while at the pre-,
sent time the buflding situation is look-,
ing much better than two Mu ago, and
& great many are contemplating . bpild-
ing, they are delaying operations, think-
ing that material - and labor will be
cheaper during the next few months, but

he himself can from the
presefit high m';ef mﬁ:}t andl’ would
advise anyone contemplating building, to
do ®o now, and take no chatices on a
#till further ulvance in’ labor and ma-
terial,

THE LOCAL CUSTOM HOUSE.

A Better System for Express Business
Needed-—Inspector Here From
Ottawa.

The congestion at, the express de-
partment of the locai custom ~house
and the inadequate facllities for hamd-
ling and examining, combined with an

entire lack of system, has caused the
Ottawa authorities to make investiga-
tion, Yesterday Inspector Busby from
Ottawa was in conference with the
customn officials and the managers -of
L ion Express
to. remedy ex-

tly the old
Great Western station, now known as
the fruit market, at the foot of Yonge
street, has been utilized for storing
express packages, as the Front street
buildings dre filled to capacity. In-
spectors and the public are not san-
guine that Ottawa officials can solve
the problem of congestion unless there
is a radical departure from the use-
less red tape regulations which now
obtain, and are being stringently en-
forced by the department. The board
of trade will likely take . the madtter
up-with the minister of customs di-
rect, and insist upon common sense
methods being applied instead of the
obsolete rules which inspectors from
Ottawa instruct the local officials to
carry out to the/letter. Modern busi-
ness methods demand a revision of
custom laws and regulations, and Ot-
tawa officials are behind the times,
and harassing importers with inter-
pretations not in sympathy with pres-
ent-day requirements.

EMPLOYES ATTEND FUNERAL.

To honor the memory of the late F.
Horwood, the Toronto Hardware
Manufacturing Co.’s plant cas prag-
tically closed yesterday and some 80
employes were released so that they
might attend the funeral. The late
Mr, Horwood, who resided at 18 Peel
avenue, and who was a past master
of Lord Erne 1.0O.L., had been looking
after the teaming of the company for
the past 20 years, and held the long-
service record. i

UBUGGESTED BY ENQUIRIES.

Shounld anyone desire to name a bed

for the sick In memory of a relative
or friend who, has fallen in the war,
the superintendent of the Toronto
Generall Hospital will be glad to give
full informatlon

WAS BADLY SCALDED,

While attempting tq boil water in a
ipan at his home yesterday morning
Arthur Sergent, 12 years old, 228 Ni-
ogara street, was badly scalded about
the left leg. He was removed to the
Hospital for Sick Children in the
police ambulance,

FELL FROM CAR.

When he attempted 10 alight from a
moving Yonge sivect car yesteida)
morning Chung Hi, & Chinese laundry-
man, fell to the pavement and cut his
head badly. He was removed to the
general hospital, 3

/
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Commissicner aﬁsholm Reports
Adversely and Property Com-
mittee Adhere to Restrlcﬁons.

When the city  council M wéek |
moved t6 lift the residential restric-

tions from the gorner of Jarvis and

Bloor streets they attached a string
to the mouonwuueaoct that the

mompoﬂ‘&obomdhythef

Imperial Ofl Co. must b&mw by

the property commissioner, Yesterday |
at the property committee. Mr. Chis- |Ann

holm presented an adverse report,

mmwmm

«ymmamm The morlorwecmmou

mlo!uﬁhmummm,m:hmm

*Toront& mam n w é ~de
dress in T oi'ou::‘to or wim'
bmhone your order to ‘Ma!n

and mail to The World

‘Deliver The Toronto Morning World before

daily, for whlch 1 azree to pﬁy twcnty-m cents p«

nunnvamuyunotlﬂ.olzln
ound lhot thm the

ocuequonﬂytholmpumon(mil'
refused. to.  ; G

ply - ‘

DW m mﬂzu' hok uv
the ‘whole of tho ‘afternoon, Trustee
{C. A, B. Brown and E, W, J, Owens,
M.L.A., headed & deputation opposing
the lifting of restrictions, and Fred

Robbins and ex-Mayor Urqubhart pre- |

Ee:n,ed the case of the Imperial Oil
“It is mot the lifting of the residen-
tial restrictions we object to,” Mr.
Brown declared. “It  is the oatabu;h-
ing of an oil tank beside our homes.”

In the discussion that followed every
member of the committee agreed’ that
Bloor street from Yonge to Sherbourne
streéts was destined to become a busi-
ness thorofare,

“Well, where do you want us to go?”
Lr;tez;'rupted Mr. Robbins. “Outside the

ty?”’

The applicants will renew- their pe-
tition to have the residential restric-
tions lfted thru the property com-
missioner,

THREE MONTHS SENTENCE.

The excuse of Joseph Regan, &
toothless and gray-haired old loldier.
that he had bought liquor to ease his
aching gums following the extraction
of his teeth, did not influence the ma-
gistrate’s decision in the imposition
of three months in jail yhen the case
came up in the police court yesterday.

OF IMPERIAL
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. STOLE MOTOR’ m;

Robert Gourlay Will Be ‘Sentenced|
Later iy“ Sessions, . f"

n the

Robert Gourlay, N. Gourlay, Russell|

in, the ¢ yesterday, before
o e o
Gourlay , guilty, and the otm
gullty, and rmmd

case of . Robert. Crown At.tornq
Thurston asked ‘for a jail uum
and his honor stated that in
casesof boys found guilty of stealing
motor cars he wouw inﬂlct
sentence.

Telephone Your Dealér for a Case of
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IMPERIAL ALE

You will enjoy this delicxous beverage,
which ca:“J be obtained without any
difficulty from all dealers. ;

. IMPERIAL
ALE

Wholesom
-always O.

12 delicious, . pure-—-.

On draught at all hotels.




