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y Terribly Ghastly Tragedy at Owen

'TWELVE HOURS IN HOUSE

e

o

200 feet railway frontage, several
fine buildings sutable for manufactur-
. T ;

“o ﬂ. will'.m 4 “Ite 3
Realty Brekers -

— -

PROBS—

Moderate to
showers, but

fresh winds; & .
mostly fair and warma,

FOR RENT-

‘Best downtown location in Toronto
for warehouse or jobbing business,
flat of 5500 square feet, light on three
sides, freight and passenger -elevators.

H. H. WILLIAMS & CO.,
Reaity Brokers, 28 Victoria St.
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| SLAYS WIFE AND 2

THEN HOURS

LATER CALLS

HELP AND SHOOTS SELF

Sound in Which James Creighton
is the Principal---Weman and
Two Step-Daughters Shot and

Stabbed.

ALONE WITH' HIS VICTIMS

OWEN SOUND, May 26.—(Special.)—
Probably no more gruésome blot ap-
pears on the pages of Canadian crim-
jral history than that made here at an

early hour this morning, when a ter-
tible triple murder Wés perpetrated
fcllowed later by the attempted suicide
of the murderer.

victims are: 2

T%RS. JAMES F. CREIGHTON,

formerly of Ypsilanti, Mich.,, mar-

ried a year ago, shot and throat
cut; dead. '
KATHLEEN CHAPMAN, her

daughter, aged 18, shot and stab-
bed; dead. !

CLAIR CHAPMAN, her daugh-
ter, aged 16, shot and stabbed;
dead, and . - f |

JAMES CREIGHTON, in a criti-
cal condition from a bullet in the
head.

The crime was revealed by the groans
and cries of the would-be sujcide, when
about six o’clock this evening, Creigh-
ton, who has lived on Union-street
hill, appeared at an upper window of
his home and called to a small boy
below to proceed to the house of his
brother, George Creighton, and to tell
him that something of a terrible na-
ture had happened.

Invites Police to Enter.

The lad proceeded on his errand, but{

had only got a short distance when a
shot rang out, and the neighbors, run-
ning to tﬁe place, were horrified to hear
grcans.

William Hayes, a carpenter, who
lives at the corner of Church and
Union-streets, and who had just come
from work, proceeded to make investi-
gation. He was speedily Jjoined by
Daniel Silverthorne and James Mc-
Garry, two residents of the east hill,
and together they proceeded to the

use. -

Oreighton again appeared-atithe win-
dow and called to them that & horrible
murder -had taken place.  (He -asked
that they force open the d - Com-
munication was at once held with the |
palice authorities and Policeman An-
thony Shute, arriving in a few ' mo-
ments, the door was forced.

Ghastly Sight.

Upstairs, attired in his night shirt,
and lying lengthwise across the bed,
was Creighton, blood flowing from a
buliet wound near the right eye.

On seeing the men enter, he directed
them to the rooms on the west side of
the hallway, where the most horrible
sights that could be imagined met. their
gaze, '

Lying on a couch In the southwest
corner Of the room lay the body of
Mrs. Creighton, covered with blood. A
terrible gash had been made in the
throat and bullet wounds. were visible
on the unfortunate woman'’s head, be-
sides several stabs with a knife made
on the upper part of the body, while to
complete his gruesome task the mur-
derer had tied a leather shoe string
round her throat. »

This scene was but a forecast of
what was coming. Going into another
chamber, the men discovered lying on
the floor the mutilated body of her
voungest dauughter, Clair Chapman—'
Creighton’s step—-daughter—aged 16
vears. Her face was shattered almost,
beyond recognition, the result of a shot
at short distance, and her throat had
also been cut, besides numerous stabs
on the bhody.

Younger Girl Had Resisted.

Half-way out of the bed the’ corpse
of the elder girl, Kathleen, hung. She
had escaped some of the terrible muti-
lations inflicted on the younger sis-
tetr, death having apparently taken
place from the effect of the first shot.
Foth girls were in their night robes,
which,” with the bed clothing, were cov-
ered with bloed.

The position of the younger girl in-
dicated that a desperate struggle had
taken place, probably after the shoot-
ing of the mother and elder girl, and
that the ‘poor girl had been overcomnie

JEROME DOESN'T LISTEN

Can’t Understand Why It Should
~ Direct His Judgment or
Activities.

ELIZABETHTOWN, N. Y., May 26.—
District- Attorney Willlam T. Jerome
was the central figure to-day in the
final proceedings here pefore Commis-
sioner Hand, appointéd by Gov. Hughes
to hear the testimony in connection
with the charges of dereliction .in the
performance of the district attorney’s
official duties, made by William F.
King, -and others in New York City.

Mr. Jerome, in his argument,
that to speak vulgarly there is more
“hot air” in the 200-page: brief submit-
ted by counsel for the petitioners than
he had ever seen in that space. He cri-
ticized what he termed irresponsible
editors and yellow journals.

Taking up the charge involving the
alleged outrageous conduct of the. dis-
trict attorney in a hearing before Su-
preme Court Justice Seabury, Mr. Je-
rome said that Justice Seabury’s ac-
tion in the McCabe matter was ‘“the
most contemptible and unjudicial pro-
ceeding that he ever saw,” and that he
left the hearing because ‘‘Justice Sea-
bury was acting like a cad.”

,“I have lived all my life in the City
of New York,w said the district at-
torney, “and the 16 best years of my
life there were given to the public
service. I have never understood that
public clamor was a thing that should
direct my judgment or my convictions.”
He said that he had refused to ad-

W. Perkins in the so-called $50,000 po-
litical -econtribution, . and 'he said, “It
was perfectly plain that Bryan’s elec~
tion ‘would have.been followed by a
shrinkage in the value of the securities
of the New York Life Insurance Co.
of at least 10 to!12 per cent., so that
with $450,000,000 of securities, this con-
tribution of Mr. Perkins was a shrewd
business movement, even if it were
illegal, but was it {llegal? “I tried
to get a judicial ‘decision in the mag-
ter. Judge O'Sullivan refysed to take
it -up and decide it. He said go see
Justice Goff. I did not want to 80
before Justice Goff for reasons which
are irrelevant here, but if called upon,
I can quickly give them.

BIESTORM IN N.Y. STATE
FRUIT GRONERS SUFFE

Strip Five Miles Wide by Thirty-
Miles Long is Swept by
Heavy Gale.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.,‘May 26.—Ac-
cording to a'special despatch from Bath
wind and hail caused serious damage
to grapes and other fruit in the Lake
Keuka belt this afternoon. The storm
made a path four or five miles wide
and about 35 miles long, practically de-
stroying the fruit in that strip. In
many cases trees were uprooted and
buildings demolished.

ELMIRA, N. Y., May 26.—A violent
wind and hail storm swept thru the
heart of the grape country in Steuben
and Yales Counties this -afternoon. The
storm was several miles wide and lit-
erally stripped the orchards and vine-
yards. Fifteen barns were blown down,
No loss of life has been reported, but
the loss to fruit growers will be very

heavy.

PROHIBITION IN CAROLINA.

Majority of 50,000 Reported in Yes-
S terday’'s State Election.

RALEIGH, N. C,3;May 26.—In to-
day's election the majority for prumbij
tion in North Carolina is upward of

by the superior strength of her as-
sailant.

It was a sight to blanch the cheek of
the stout-hearted, while strong men
felt faint and wept. Meanwhile medi-
cal! aid had been summoned and Dr.
Cowper was speedily on the scene. He
ai; once gave his attention to
wounded man.

Creighton’s Story.

Amid groans Creighton told the doc-
tor that he had risen from bed shortly
before 5 o'clock in the morning and
«'l(nminml the awful deed. He, went
onjito state where the instruments with

ich 'he had committed the
¢ to be found, saying that
volver iwould be discovered under his

wife's arm, while a heavy dagger was |

also found thru his directions.

He wiould give no reason for ccmmit-
ting the deed, but it is supuosed that
the meditated departure of his wife on
account ‘of domestic - differences had
weighed heavily on his mind. The
murder of his step—daughters cannot be
accounted for, as he is known to have
been devoted to them.

The victims of the tragedy have been ¢

residents of Owen Sound about a year.
Creighton, prior to her second

marrage,was the widow of a man nam- |

ed Chapman, who resided in Michizsan.
I'he daughters, who were roth «children
of the first marriage, were well known
and respected here and attended the
collegiate institute. It was only ves-
terday that they were among a merry
party who observed the holiday by a
picnic on the First Rock.
Was Down Town During Day.
The murderer after committing the
crimes apparently went downtown Avith
probable intention of pur ing
some poison, as he was seen standing in

Continued on Page 7.
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| WOMAN TAKES CARBOLIC ACID. |

the |
Mrs. |

cerime |
the re-|

1,00, ‘and it is possible it may reach

50,000.
...s is on figures and estimates fur-

nisned the state prohibition headquar- |

ters.

| Suffering ‘from . melancholia,
{ Mary Blackmore, who ll\'é& with her
| two sons at 46 Coolmine-roadj took car-
bolic acid at 4'o'clock yesterday after-
noon. Two doctors worked with her
till 6.30, when she died without having
recovered consciousness.

Mrs. Blackmore was 46 years of age
and had been ailing for some time.

Coroner McConnell decided that no
inquest was necessary.

MONTREAL MAY VOTE $10,000.

|
MONTREAL, May
At a public meeting held at
| hall to-day a resolution was
Larkixtg the city to vote $10,000 to the
| Quebec Battlefields fund.

i  Farl Grey also wired his congratula- |

tions from Toronto.

!
| 500 MISSIONARIES FOR WEST.

1

ed the general assembly of the Church
of Scotland that 500 missionaries will be
needed

Oping.

as

| MOUNT STEPHEN’S GENEROSITY.

1 LONDON, May
Mount Stephen has - presented 5000
(sreat Northern shares, rthe anmual in-
come whereof is £7070, to tRe King's
| hogpital fund, making his total
tribution £30,000 annually.

T0 THE PUBLI CLAMOR

Said |

wvise the grand jury to indict George |

26.—(Special.)— |
the city i
adopted !

LONDON, May 26.—(C.A.P. Cablé)— |
Doctor Carmichael of Manitoba inform- |

western Canada is devel-!

96.—(C.A.P.)—Lora |

con- |

INGLE-FRENCH
MLIMEE 15
FORED

But Paris Temps First Wants
British Army Re-organized
—President Guest of
Honor at' Great
State Ball,

PARIS, May 26.—The speeches ex-
changed in London between President
Frallieres and King Edward have at-
tracted much attention from the
French press.

The Temps this afternoon says it
considers the time to be ripe for the
substitution of an Anglo-French 3al-
liance instead of the present entente,
provided that the British army bg
radically reorganized, in order to ren-
der it capable of energetic action on
i the continent, otherwise the paper says
the benefits of the alliance would be
one-sided and in favor of England
and consequently inadvisable.

The Temps recognizes that the cor-
dial relations ‘between France and
Great Britain,as manifested yesterday,
are likely, in the event of - a crisis, to
breed identity of interest, but it thinks
it dangerous*-to rely upon moral un=
derstandings. :

“Forced to choose between Germany
and Great Britain,” The Temps- de-
clares, “France chooses Great Britain.
We can with dignity live on correct
terms with Germany, but the past for-
bide .us going further. As for the fu-
ture, Germany only wants what we
cannot grant, namely, the admission
of German funds to the Paris bomrse.
‘ “On the other hand the greatest ob-
| jection to a British alliance has dis-
| appeared with the reconciliation of our
i ally,, Russia, with Great Britain.”
£ State Ballf at Buckingham.

LONDON, May 26.—At Buckingham
Palace to-night a great state ball was

of France. ?

This. was the culminating feature of
a busy day of entertainment spent by
King Edward’s guest. Everywhere the
French president has gone he has been
greeted with:the greatest enthusiasm,
and early in the evening immense
crowds gathered about the various
rcyal residences to witness the pro-
cessions to the palace and to cheer the
president of France. .

The scene within the walls of Buck-

liance. . The Toyal guests assemblea In

pets heralded their -entrance ‘into ‘the
ballroom, which was suberbly decor-
ated with flowers.

King Edward and Queen Alexandra,
accompanied by M. Fallieres and the
royal entourage, passed down the en-
tire length of thé room between rows
of bowing guests.

By the King's command the ladies
gowns were of soft shades of color,
most of them being fashioned after
the directoire and empire periods. All
of the embassies were well represented
and many high Indian officials were
present. There was.a great display
of jewels and orders.

Visited the Exhibition.

In the forenoon the president paid
a round of ceremonial calls upon var-
fous members of the English reigning
house.

In ‘the afternoon, accompanied by
‘King Edward and Queen Alexandra,
he paid a state visit to the Franco-

The King's carriage halted in front
of the Canadian pavilion, and was
greeted by Lord Strathcona. The
King intreduced Lord Strathcona to
President Fallleres, and expressed re-
gret that the fine pavilion was incom-
plete,.and he hoped to be able to visit
it- another time.

President ‘Fallieres is proving a high-
ly popular visitor. Huge crowds gath-
er wherever there is. a possibility of
seeing him pass, and the cheers with
whieh he is greeted are exceptionally
i lusty.

King's Visit to the Czar,

hof. The original -plan restricted the
| coming of the British sovereign to
Reval because of the fear of a revo-
jlutionary .detnonstration and .on ac-
| count «~ of thé’ embarrassment that
| would attend the necessary police ar-
| rangements. g

{  But-the lively popular interest in thes|

of the

approval

the ! English  King  and

' visft
voiced: by

| hearty,

sojourn. The matter is now

| consideration.

LOOKING FOR TROUBLE.
| Mr. MchchoH's—— o
| ences to Western Difficulties.

| MONTREAL,

May 26.—(Special)—

| Second Vice-President McNicoll of the |
to-day {

Canadian Pacific was seen
anent the company's troubles in the
| west, but-all that he would say was
that the men out west
looking for trouble, and it was

{ the line théy had taken.
LIGHTNING AT MONTREAL.

MONTREAL, May
The most severe thunderstorm
| here for vears broke over the city this
afternoon. St. John’s Church
| struck and set on fire, but the damage
| was slight.

X

The most on the ferry boat Longueuil |

| was also snapped off.

The restdence of G. B. Lucker at
Beaconsfield was also struck and rad-
'1y damawred.

IMMIGRANTS ARE “STEERED.”

| OPTAWA, May
| Rorden informed the minister of the

or that he had a statutory declar- J

that the immigration officer at
was taking %2 psr head for
immigrants. to “points other
than thsir- declared destinalion
Mr. Oliver said that it was against
| regulations énd he would investigate,

=

given in honor of President Fallieres |-

ingham ‘wes one of exceptional bril- |

{he throne room:and.a fanfare of trum--|¥ ¥

British exhibition in Shepherds Bush. |

ST. PETERSBURG, May 26.—There |
is 4 possibility that King Edward will !
prolong hls iprojected visit to Russia |
and visit Emperor Nicholas of Peter- |

the entire |
| press of Russia has.given hirth %o a |
| desire that he make a more extended |
under |

Ambiguous " Refer- i

seemed +#o- be |
noz |
the company’s policy to help them in |

26.—(Special.)— |
felt |

was |

26.—(Special.)—Mr. |

"All Up With Aleck
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ENINCIATION
(Qf
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MR. ELECTOR: And I had such a}pressing invitation to share his political couch with him.

9 YOUNG MEN
AE DROWNED

3 %
g

Vietor Fry ‘and. Wm." Meehan
the Victims—Farmer " in
Error Plunged Into
Deep Water.

Victor Fry, 18 years of age, who 1ived
with his parents at 62 Bathurst-street,
was drowned while bathing off No. 5
‘pier at the foot of Brock-avenue, at 3

o'clock yesterday afternoon. 1

The lad was bathing wwith two com=
panions, Samuel Stauffer, 369 Wyest
King-street, and Roy Shirley, 367 West
King-street. The other two, who could
swim, were standing on & submerggd
log. Fry, who could not swim, thought
that they were on the bottom. 1le 'Ean
| to the springboard and jumped fa. The
- water is fully 15 feet deep and the
young man never came up.

An alarm was raised and Mate Ack-
royd sent to the scene with grappling
irons. The body was recoverel after
about half an hour’s work. Chief Cor=
oner Johnson is investigating.

Stepping From Logs ' to Pier, Falls
Into the Water.

William Meehan of 273 Wellesley-
street was drowned at Lakefield yus-
terday. i
|  Six weeks ago he had gone io Visil
| relatives at Lakefield and ace2p: '.\"-)rk
for the summer at the sawmill. Yes-
terday while stepping from a raft of
logs to the pier he slipped into Jthe
water, and altho the accident was geen
| by several he could not be rescuzd.

His brother, - Neil, of t p«,smmke
| department, will go to Lakyizid this
| morning to assist in recovering the
| pody. Deceased was 24 years uf‘ age
and was well liked by his many friends
{in the city.

C.P.R. CROP REPORT.

Places the Wheat is Ten
Inches Above Ground.

In Some

WINNIPEG, May 26.—The GP.R.
crop report of the central division was
| kanded out to—day. The average height
| of the wheat at present thruout this
vast area, which, stretches from Stone-

wall to Lanigan in Saskatchewan, and |

lircludes the many branch lines of the
| division into beth the south and ‘theé
north. is about four and a half inc hes.
Clearwater, in southern Manitola, re-
ports ‘a growth of ten inches, and Lo-
ninion City comes next with
inches. ’

Some points report all seeding,
cluding barley, as completed.

“INDOMITABLE” TO SPEED.

Believed That Prince of Wales Will|
Be Given Swift Voyage.

in-

| tions

LONDON, May
| widely helieved that the
will endeavor to make a record

Indomitabiz |

for

of Wales to Canada.
ed stokers and artificers are being se-
lected, and it's ncw understood that.
the escort of battleships will
[ ber a few days.
trial spee dis over 28 Kknots. S

26.—Henry
began a series of

GHENT, May
the British aeronaut,

experiments here to-day with his aero-|

plane.

He accomplished
| number of fights in
strong wind.

for - the first time a
the ‘teeth of a

X

ceven |
seven | perty

{ lars

and being cared for by charitable or-,

FARMAN'S NOTABLE FLIGHT. |

Farman, |

legislative

26.—(C.A.P.)—It ' is|

| the Atlantic when conveying the Prince |
Specially pick- |

precede |
The Indomitable’s |

1 ers in order to keep them from, drown- |
| ing.
most to their necks for 10 hours, until|
| rescued.

|

|

HOMERULENDH
" IR SCOTLAND

Bill Introduced: in- the British
_Commons Promptly Se-
cures its- First
Reading,

LONDON, May 286—Another of the
pléedges given by Winston Spencer

Churchill during his recent electoral
campaign in Dundee has bgrne quick
fruit, and a ‘“home rule fof Scotland”
bill was introduced .in_tle
commons by Duncan “¥ernon
member for North Aberdeen, this af-
ternoon. .

Mr. Pirtie explained that the main
olLject of thi@ bill was to devolve to a
bgdy in Scotland the power
to make laws) on matters relating ex-
clustvely to that country. ;

A. J. Balfour objected strongly, but
the house by 257 votes to 102 voted in
favor ‘of allowing the bill to g6 to its
first reading.

VALUE OF ONTARIO'S FISH.-

Last- Year's Supply Netted: Nearly
$2,000,000, Says Mr. Tinsley.

The yleld of the fisheries aggregat-
ed $1,935,024.90 last year, according to
a report by Edwin Tinsléy, superin-
tendent of the provincial game and
fisheries department. The amount is
more than $200,000 in excess of that of
1906, the highest previous record.

Owing. to the abolition of the close
season for whitefish in Lake Erie and
Lake Huron, it is-impossible to en-
force effectively thé. fishing laws and
regulations, he reports.

As to the complaint that- fishermen
will not supply local dealers with all
the fish they need, Mr. Tinsley says
that dealers thruout the province have
often to -cancel orders for fish, the
supply exceeding the demand.

Woodcock are becoming scarcer ev-
ery year, ‘“‘no doubt resulting from too
many colored sportsmen and cheap
pot metal guns.”

FLOOD LOSS OF MILLIONS.

Fourteen Dead. in Southern Rampage
of the Waters.

DALLAS, Texas, May 26.—Fourteen
persons dead, others missing and be-
lieved to have suffered a like fate, pro-

valued ‘at five millions of dol-
swept away, thousands homeless

ganizations, train and wire service de-

moralized—such are the conditions pre-

vailing in the northern and central sec-
f this state, the result of a rec-
ord-breaking rise in the Trinity River

| and other streams, following a rainfall |
 unprecedented

in severity. .

The crest of the flood passed Dallas
last night, but in the north rain Is
again falling and another rise in Tri-
nity River is not improbable.

Thirteen men, women and children
were caught in the overfiow of the
Denton River. Their condition became
so) precarious, ‘that tiey were forced
to hold the children upon thelr shouid-

Thesz people stood in water al-

STEAMER ON ROCKS.

PORT ARTHUR, May
—The steamer ‘Crowe is
at Point Tophyr, loaded
the Canadian Northern.

26.—(Special.)
on the rocks

Says if 'Twas :Right for Jaf-
. fray to Resign, 'Tis Wrong
for Macdonald to .
Stay.

LINDSAY, May 26.—(Special.)—Thru
the rain here to-night came nearly one
thcusand people to ‘hear Hon. - Al o
Whitney, Premier of Ontario. It was
pra.cticall)' the same crowd which came

‘houpmrv‘o’f; ¥5 the Academy of Music one week

ago to hear him and instead héard
Hen., Col. Mathesom.  To-night's aud-
fcnece also heard the member of parlia-
n.ent for the riding, Col. Sam Hughes.

Dr. Wood, the chairman, welcomed
the many Reformers present, scme of
whom, he said, must have helped to
turn out’the Ross government,

Col. Hughes told uf what the Whitney
{ Administration had done to benefit the
lumbermen of the province—lumber-
men form a good part of the popula-
tion of Lindsay—by way of legislation
providing | for the manufacture of the
logs into. lumber in the province. He
also referred to the absence in this
election of the ‘‘mysterious brigade,”
who, in former times, invaded the rid-
ing, looking for the lower element of
the voting men—men who could be
bcught. The establishment of the ag-
nicultural ‘schoo's, of which Lindsay
kas one, would, Col. Hughes sald, tend
to improve the seed-of the province and
in consequence Letter the price.

Hon. Mr.

| the Conservative eandidate for the rid-
{ing of Wast Victoria.

;ir»n('e which heard the leader of the op-

i’fprsitirm,” said ™Mr, Whitney, = “and
{ when 1 read the report of his speech
| here T wase almost bursting with in-
dignation. I wonder what he considers
| the intelligence of you people to be.”

He did not forget to refer to the
! words spoken of as “' a joke” by him-
| self which eight days later resulted in
| the resignaticn .of Hom.. Senator’ Jaf-
fray from the Niagara Falls Park Com-
! nission. He referred.to Rev. J. A. Mac-
Iﬂ( nald, who did not resign from th#
university governors, ‘“tho,” so said the
premier, “he was placed under similar
circumstances. If it was right for
Scmator Jaffray to resign then it must
| have been wrong for Mr. Macdonald to
Tr.m resign. What a busy time he must
have writing those sermorettes, 1 un-
! derstard that Mr. M2-I{av laughs every
morning when The Globe is put into
his hand with another one of those ar-
ticles in it.”

€p-aking of the prepnsed new pub-
| 14 schocl Bock=, Mr. Wi%iney said t*a*
if they could not find men to publish
them at a fairly low price, the govern-
m:nt would do it. = °
| “That is" a deal of which we are
| proud.’”’ =aid the premier, referring to
the C.N.R, loan. The real reascn for
|1t was because Mackenzie and Mann
| hadn’t ths money to construct termin-
lale and if outsidcers had obtained the
mortgages it would have meant the lcss
oif control of the road. The govern-
ment had given its guarantce 65
per cint. of the balai.ce of th> cost of
the terminals after Ma

for

kenzie and
Mann had got all the mon<y they could,
provided 1t did not excex d one ‘and a
‘half millions.

“Then, if the firm of Mackenzie and

| Mann should fzil,” =ald Mr. Whitney.

the road

ani

| “the government would get
! and the terminals and th: min.rg
rich forest country it taps for -a ‘M:tl2

with coal Yor | better than half its cost to the com-|

pany.

THE PRENTER
AT LINDSAY.

“1 suppose this s much the same aud~l p

AR

DELAYG:
KADE
JMEs -

Sifton's Influencé Retards
Election Settlement, and
Civil Service is Dis-
cussed to Kill
Time.

s

OTTAWA, May 26.—(Special.)—Sif=
ton is again king. He ‘is sald to have
put his foot down on‘tany surrender to-
opposition on the Aylesworth bill and Z
in the meantime Sir Wilfrid can't de=
liver the goods.

Last week the prime minister asked
Mr. Borden to give him till Saturday
to make up his mind in what language
he would frame his terms. On Satur=
day he saw Mr. Borden and complain=
ed of the manner in which the regis—
tration. was being conducted in Win=
nipeg, saying nothing of what he pro=
posed to do. To-day he wrote Mr. Bor-
den complajning of registration and
enclosing clippings from a Manitoba
paper. :

The delay of the prime minister has
produced a feeling of distrust in oppo=
sition circles. It was understood that
the difficulty had been settled and that
Mr. Roblin went home with a definite
understanding 'that objectionable fea=
tures of the bill would be withdrawn,
This was the belief of Mr. Borden also,
but Sir Wilfrid it seems reckoned with-
out Mr, Siftén having put the seal of
approval on the compact.

To-day the fight is where "it was
when - Laurier asked for “a. few
days” to consult his followers.. Esti-
mates for civil government have been
passed in the meantime, but the ope-
position attitude is that not another
dollar will be given till the prime min=
ister gives a definite promise, this
time in black and white, that clause 1
will be dropped.

Civil Service as a Blockade.
; This afternoon was taken up witha
motion of Mr. Foster on civil service
reform. While this is an important
matter, the real object is to delay the
government getting into supply. It is
something that may furnish almost an
endless amount of talk and will help
the “hold up” game, which will be
persisted in "if the government has
tinally decided to force the election bill

'
thru,

At midnight the house is settling
down for an all night session, Chieft
| Opposition Whip Taylor has his men
on deck to keep the govermment busy
thru the long hours'till 6 o’clock to= !
morrow night when by the rules the
house must rise automatically.

Haughton Lennox spoke till midnight
on Foster’'s amendment when the vote
was taken, resulting in the usual gov=-
ernment majority.

Mr. Foster offered a resolution-call-. :
ing for civil service reform in the fol-
Jowing terms: ‘‘The civil service of °
Canada should be based on merit and
character alone, and all the appoints..
ments thereto should be made from
| candidates whose competency has been
established thru open examinations
conducted under non-partisan ecivil
service commissioners.”

After tracing the history of civil
service reform in Great Britain, the
United States and Australia, Mr. Fos-
ter dealt with the civil service system
of Canada, which, he declared, retro-
I graded in the past 20 or 256 years. One
{ backward step had been the abolition
| by the present government, immediate-
'ly upon coming into power, of the su-
perannuation system. Another was
the departure from the principle of
regular increases based upon '~ merit
and the report of the deputy head,
leaving the civil servant the only al=
ternative of political pull. The aboli-
tion of these two systems was one of
| the worst things that could have hap-
pened to the civil service and the coun-
try was feeling the effects of it to-day.

Superannuation Necesgsary .

The superannuation system was not
i to be judged by the money it cost.
| There were to-day In the offices and
corridors of public buildings men who

{
|

Whitney 'made profuse! were unfit for their work .

: > , vyet ' they
apologies for his absence last week. He| could not be decently
was certajn of the return of S. J. Fox, | i %, snd they utibe

| without an allowance, and they stayed
;una. next to doing nothing and drawing

v. !

{ The patronage system, which was
f he direct consequence of defective
| civil service law, was never so greedy,
| 80 heartless, so conscienceless, as td-
| day. When a man to-day reached
the top of his class, he was advised to
Ls&-e what political influence he could
| : is a minister's chair
1 ere,” continued Mr. Foster, poigting
of Pugsley’'s vacant seat, ‘‘and {F Its
proper occupant were here, you would
see a minister who put the patronage
in charge of a ward committee of St.
John. If this thing must be. done, why
not have decency to keep it out of
sight?” &

The examination. system worked out -
8o that only supporters of the gove
ernment need take the examination.
There was' practically no competitive
system at all. ]

Mr. Foster concluded with -an elo=x
quent tribute to the value and importe=
ance of the civil servicée, The Cana-
dian ‘civil service ought to be open
to every ambitious young man in the
dountry. There was nothing in the
claim that the deputy should be|in
political sympathy with his minister.
There were Conservative deputies
serving loyally under the Liberal min<

and there would be Liberal de-

serving under Cdnservatjive
min'sters. There were certain excep-
fions. as i the case ©f confidential sec-
retaries and a few otierse but why
in the post ffice ind engtoms. for in-
stance, should not eveéry positien,- up
to deputyship, be to every cmble
tious and deservipne man?
Fie;ding Twits Foster.
Mr. Fielding replied. He had mo
fanlt to find with the worlin~ of the
resolution, nor, indeed, with the
~reater part of the speech. but he must
take exmeptisn to the’opiniin sought
to be gopstrued by Mr. Foster,

& i

Continued o;l Page 7. -
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