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The few pictures

that are preser\'ed

of this early Indian

life convey at least

but a faint idea of

the charm and

beauty of the Island

of Montreal, as

HochelaRaisknown

to us now. The
wooded island,

washed by thebeau-

tiful St. Lawrence

and lapped by the

lisping waves of

the quiet lake, upon

whose calm surface the shell-like haniues of the brown-skinned

natives of the North rocked gaily in the nioming bree/e :

the fir-clad island hills, the long, low line of the Laurentian

..lountains, moored in the wilderness to them unknown, made

a picture that appealed to the artistic explorers and adventur-

ous voyageurs from the Old World.

And that is why Cartier called it Hochelaga, went away,

came back and called again ; why Champlain came, and others

came tocast their

lot in this new

land, to build

and barter, to

trap and traffic,

to ive and loiter

on the great St.

Lawrence, and
some of them to

woo and win the

wild Juanitas of

this fair New
France.


