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Anthony TroUope's legal triumphs, it proved a foreranner
of his fall. As if under the breath of some evil genius, who
could have been none other than himself, the rising fabric
of his professional prosperity, by slow but sure degrees,
crumbled into dust Once having discovered that they
could get their work done practically as well elsewhere by
counsel not superior to the common courtesies of life, the
long-enduring solicitors brought their papers to TroUope
no more. Every week ruin, crushing and complete, drew
visibly nearer. At last there was decided on a move r ' the
whole family from Keppel Street to Julians.

Thomas Anthony Trollope's New College Fellowship
implied a competent acquaintance with Greek and Latin ;

he had shown his turn for the law when he won the Vinerian
Scholarship. His ambition was that his sons should follow
in his steps. Beginning to despair of that, he grew discon-
tented with his own position at the Bar, notwithstanding his
brilliant start as an equity lawyer. The growing infirmities
of his temper frightened away clients ; his practice fell -^ff.

With something like infatuation he resolved on exchanging
a profession in which he mig' have made his fortune,
and could still have done well, for a pursuit so absolutely
ruinous as farming. For the failure now in store his own
perverse impetuosity could alone be blamed. He was the
most industrious of men, as well as the most cxeu.;iary
and self-denying in all the relationships of life. "The
truth is," said Anthony Trollope, " my father soon found
that the three or four hundred acre farm, which he rented
of Lord Northwick, had been taken by him on a false
representation of its opportunities. Even in the bitterness
of spirit caused by the consequent disillusion, he looked
forward, as he said, "to some compensation in having
more time to teach me and my brother Tom our classics."

The Julians experiment initiated a series of reverses
that beggared the father; it would have left the sons
without home or education, but for the extraordinary exer-
tions of a resourceful, gifted, and heroic wife. Anthony
Trollope's mother had an indomitable faculty of finding
material for success in the very welter of misfortune.


