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the te:.perature is hi^'h at the time of injection. In actual oatlmalcs, contact

horses, even when showing no clinical symptoms, but having a high initial

temperature, dropping or remaining stationary after injection, should be con-

demned, especially when a local reaction occurs.

In fact it may be laid down as a general rule that a typical local reaction

is proof positive of the existence of Glanders, even when no thermal disttirt>-

ance takes place.

There is not, as a rule, much difficulty in distinguishing between a tyjrical

and a non-typical reaction. The former has been already descnbed. la the

Istter the thermal rise seldom exceeds 2°, and reaches its greatest height at or

before the 12th hour, returning ;o normal before the 20th honr.

The swelling, when circular, rarely exceeds three inches in diameter. It

is only slightly painful, is (|uite superficial, soft and moveable, does not

increase after the 8th hour, and is rapidly absorbed during the course o£ the

second day. It never affects the action of the muscles, nor does it cause lame-

ness. Sometimes a fluctuating dependent swelling of considerable sixe follows

a careless or unskillful injection, but this, as a rule, is absorbed rapidly during

the first 24 hours.

With ordinary precautions septic infec'ion seldom takes place, and al)ScesR

formation is rare except in typical reactors, when it is not uncommoiL (kcas-

iona.ly considerable swelling, sometimes accompanied by a thermal rise, will

occur in horses suffertng from intUienza and similar affections. Sach so-called

reactions are not typical, aiul should not be ascril)ed to the action of Mallein,

but to the already existing febrile condition of the animal.

Cases sometimes occur in which, at the end of 24 hoars after injection,

neither thermal nor local conditinns are sufhciently definite to enable the

veterinarian lO reach a decision. In these circumstances the animal sljould be

kept under c'.o.'-e observation for a further period of 24 horas, when, if it is

diseased, the increased swe'ling and marked laiueness which almost invariably

foliow will remove any ]).)ssil)le doubi. Suspected cases which have failed to

give a decided reaction will u<i mifreciueutly develop clinical sytnptonis i«

put to hard work imniedialely alter l)eing tested.

Reaction, Iwth thern al and l.>cal, but espec'ally the 'atter, is not as wc"

marked in mules as in horses, hm as in the former acute symptoms are mor

likely to develop early in the cniirse of the disease, the risk from latent casi

is less serious.

It may be laid down as a general rule that while an apparent improveme;

in health and condition may, and frequently does, follow the application

the test in mild or inci])ient cases, the effects of Mallein on animals in aclvanc<

stages of the disease arc invarial)ly bad, and that the testing of such cas

Iiastens a fatal termination,

Local reactions are more [)rononnced in hot wep'^ier than when '

atmospheric conditions are moderate. In connection with this statement i


