
COLONIZATION ROADS IN LOWER CANADA.

Ill

the County of Charlevoix, the land in both these Townships has all been taken up, and for

the njost part olcarcrl.
, , „, i .lo.,-.

On the St. Maurice, the parishes of St. Stephen and Shawenagui, upcncd in l»-rj.

and St. Flor.', opened in ISoG, now have a population ot'3;>70 souIp.

If the St. Maurice lloud should be opened next summer as far as the llivcr Matawin,

and if the Governmcut .should make iree grants of .and upon that road, it is Mr. Dubord's

opinion that there will eertainly be, next autumn, an unintorruptod line of scttlemcntf

uloui; the whole road fnim Le.s Piles to the Hiver Matawin.

In the Ctiunty of St. Maurice, Mr. JIaguan Myn that i!ie (•doui.'^l.s luivc iottlca upon

lands three niiK-s in advance 6f the spot where the works under hi.s direction were .stopped.

In the county of Maskinonc6. traces of ircu mines have been found on the new Hark

River (ricir.re ifux ecnrcr^) road. The population of those localities has doubled since

1857

The proyres.^ of colonization has been voi^v rapid in the Township of Joliette._ Six

years ago the're was not a single settler there ; a' the present time, it has a population of

360 souls. The population of the north-east part of Brandon has increased by 1000

iluring the last few years.
, , n

In the County of Ottawa, the "Wakefield and Portland lload runs through the hnest

land for agricultural purposes in Lower Canada. The north-eustern part of Wakefii-ld has

been nearfy all sold by the local agent within the space of a twelvcmontb. Indications of

copper, lead, and iron mines are to bo found in tiie vicinity of this mtd, and more than 400

families have settled in these Town.ships within the last two years.

In the Township of Matapedia, in the County of Uonaventurv., a t,ettlement Oi upwards

.)f 100 families has been made, which is in a prosperous condition.

The population of the Township of Viger, in the County of Teniiscouata, which in

1851 only amounted to -M* souls, was found in 18Gi to reach 1000 or 1100.

In th(> County of I'lslet, young men crowd to^'/ards the Townships, and on the Elgin

iind Tache lloads tlie demand ihr land greatly exceeds the <juantily remaining to be dis-

l»oscd of ,,,,.• 1 • r

In the County of Dorchester, along the Etchemiu road, the work Oi opening which was

commenced in September last, all the lots, except five or six, have been taken as far as the

River Etchemin.

In Cranbourne, i;ui.ls which a few years ago wore sold for a glass oj liquor, have

fetched 81.0.30.
'
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In Hereford and Auckland, in the County of Compton, colonization has progressed ra-

l)idly. The settlers, having at their head two priests, as devoted as they are energetic,—the

Reverend Messrs. Purocher and Champeiiux,—lost no tiiuc in taking the land, and though

cinly 5^^. miles of road have been opened, 254 lo have been purchased there.

I cuuld multiply examples, but I fancy these will suffice to shew how necessary it is

that the lloads in the Townships should be opened.
i
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The census of last year testifies to the extraordinary increase of the popnlation in

counties where colonizaiiou roads have been opened. In the Ea-Uern Tjwnships, the in-

crea.se of the population of different origins .since 1851 has been 57* per cent, and the

French Canadian population alone has increased 114 jier cent. In the County of Saguenay

the increase has been 190 per cent.
.

What will it be ten years hence, now that the impulse lias begun to shew itaelf, anil

settlers are bendiui-; their steps in crowds to the new laud ?
. 1
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The efforts which the (;overninont is making to favor the colonization oi our wild

lands will, it is to be hoped, be crowned with success, and the sending of agents to Europe

will largely contribute to bring the resources of this country under the notice oi the popu-

lation of those countries.

A new band of brethren has come to make part oi' tlio Canadian population, and the

numerous subscriptions that have been made thronghout the country fur the unfortunate

Acadians boar witncs.-^ to the deep sympathy cntortained for tlieni, and how popular

among us is their emigration to our soil.

The attention pai<l by us to emigration tV.uu other rnunui. s must not, however, be

allowed to interfere with our reniembraiu'o of mir uiihappy eounUymeu ^iu_ the l^^"'^«*|

btates, it would bu tiuly a mavui to them and tliolr coantry to iiivor their return -y

Mmh)^ for thorn t]\o moiuis of settlint'i V'» lln-iv mm), upoQ vnoant C rowo Lands; tgr


