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A very few words spoken in our favour, by a stranger, give us

pleasure ; and a very few malicious words, uttered to our detri-

ment, irritate corely. The fact of being a dependent, though

but in name, does not blunt the edge of harshly worded rebuke.

Our cousins across the lines, with all their self-esteem and

resources, and strength, smarted under the lash of a foreign

press ; so that Canadians, with fewer pretensions, might be

excused for displaying somewhat of a similar weakness. It was

easy to laugh at us when, with pardonable vanity, we examined

English opinion for some word of encouragement, some tribute

to our loyalty, some recognition of our industry, some acknow-

ledgment of our progress. The circumstances in which the

various Provinces were placed, as well as the recollection of

what had been endured in the preservation of our allegiance,

naturally enough prompted us to look to the Mother Land for

some appreciation of our steadiness of purpose. Little satisfac-

tion was derived, by us at least, from the dictatorial utterances,

and still less from the scoldings indulged in with "all the

license of ink," that came to us across the ocean. We find,

also, some ground of complaint in that disregard of the tie of

kinship and the bond of common allegiance, which leads so

many British travellers and writers. to lavish their compliments

on the United States and their satire on Canada. Time and

again comparisons have been made to our prejudice in respect

of progress. Time and again have we been lectured on our

bubbhng and seething loyalty, and charged with an inclination

to sponge on the Imperial exchequer. It is not difficult to

ridicule hearty expressions of attachment, nor does it require

great cleverness to fling off the word " lip-loyalty." Those who

so glibly utter the reproach forget what it k that they are


