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bis ejiate conjifcated, will juflify the afiertion, ih^t at no ftried, from the fcace ?a

the pre/ent hour, could fuch plaintiff ever fuftain a fuit, cither at law, or in equi-

ty, for the recoi'ery of any fuch confifcattd debt, where the fame was contiadetl

within the State in which the attainder and confifcLcion were had : And it. is

with equal confidence averred, /jfcfl/ not onefugle Diilum nf any fudge in the United

States can be produced in fupport of the rij^hts of fuch plaintiffs to nroi^?ry//rZ'rt«-

ffcaied debts. The different decifions heretofore referred to in the claim of Dr.
Inglis'w'iW be remarked upon in the courfe of this reply, rather more particularly

than has hitherto been done, and fomeothercafes cited to the fame point ; and it will

be ihewn, that thefe decifions upon legiflative attainders have been equally againil

the plaintiffs, who adhered to their native allegiance from the commencement of

the difturbances between the two countries, and openly and avowedly joined the

Britiih ftandard long before the declaration of independence, and while Congrefs,

and every Legiflature and inhabitant in tne country, acknowledged their allegi-

ance to the Britilh crown, as againft thofe who did not withdraw until after that

declaration. Whatever controul the Courts of this country might have, by writs

of error or ctherwife, over attainders by proclamations if Executi-ves exceeding

the flriit letter of a delegated authority, or attainders by judicial procefi having
error apparent on the record, yet even thefe could not be drawn in queltion colla-

terally in an aflion of debt, and in no (hape whatever can the omnipotence of the

Legiflature attainting individuals byname, be queftioned ; the aft itfelf is conclu-

five in the courts, and not to be contradlfted ; the parry attainted will not be per-

mitted to ftiew that he was not a fubjeSi of the State ; the law has operated upon
him as a traitor, and the confifcation is the punifhment of what one government
calls a crime, and the other government looked upo:, as a facred and indifpenfible

While it will be thus contended and clearly ihewn, that Mr. Jllen is without

any remedy either at law or in equity to recover the debts due to him, in the Courts

of the debtor's country, and that he is prevented from a recovery of the fame by
impediments created by laiu and not by the creditor, it will alfobe infilled upon
and (hewn, that from his birth he has been a real Britijh fubjeil , that he was fuch

at the Treaty of Peace, that never before or fmcehashe transferred his allegiance

to any other power under heaven, that by the law of nature and nations he had a

right to take the part he did, and that by that aft and at that time he was guilty

ofno offence againft the ftate of Pennfylvania.

As the General Agent for Claimants expefts to eftablilh beyond a doubt,

both by the law of nature and nations, by the conllitution and laws o\ Great
Britain, by the laws of Pennfylvania, and by the decifion of the Board in a fimi-

lar cafe, that Mr. Allen was at the Peace a Britijh fubjeil and compiehended in

i)\cfourth article of the Treaty of Peace, it will here be premifed, that he is, with

every other individual in a fimilar fituation, mod clearly and unequivocally wilh-

in the ftipulation of theJxth article of the Treaty of Amity.

At the time of negociating the latter Treaty it was'wcll known to Mr. fay,
that Britilh fubjefts who had refided in America previous to and at the commence-
ment of the revolution, and had been attainted for adhering to the Britilh go-

vernment, could not recover their confifcated debts—^He had himfelf decided the

caufe of Murray v. Martan. It

^.^gl^SSKR;- -yr^.>»


