
I5EGLARATION, &c.

|F it was pollible for men,' >vho exercife their reafoh

>ro believe^ tiiat the divLne Authof of our exiftencq^

intended b partol the inunan ra^e \x> hold 41) ab«

folute property in, aiul an iinboqnded power over
ethers, nvirkodoiM: by his iafinite gnodnefs and
wifdcm, &5 tlreobjeftsof a legal dominatiori, never

rightfully reliftible, however f^vere and opprelHve, tii^ inh^bt-

tantsof thefe colonies mi^it at leafi feqtiirt Irom the parliament

of Great-Britain, fome evidence, that this dreadful authority

over them has been grilnted to that body. Rut a reverence for

our great Creator, principles gfltumauity, and the dilates of
common fcnfe^mMt convince all thofe who reflet upon the Ailu^»
that government was inftituted to promote the welfare of that

mankind, an^oaghtto be adninifter^d for the attainment of
end. The legiflature of Great Britain, however ftimulated by an
inordinate pafPon for a pow^r not ^nly unjiiitifiable, but whicli

they know to be peculiarly reprobated by the very conftitution

of that kingdom, md de^rateof fi^cpefs ii) any mode of conteft,

where regard fliouldbe had to trH^h, laiy, or right, hare.at length,

deferting thofe, attempted to effeft their cruel and impolitic pur-

pofe ofenflaving tliefe colonies by violence, and thereby have ren-

dered it necelTary for us to clofe with their lad appeal from rea-

fon to arms. Yet, however blinded t^jat alfembly may be, by
tltdr intemperate rage for unlimited domination, fo to flight

jufticc, and the opinion of mankind, we efteem ourfelves bound
by oblifl;atl0ns of refpe^ to the celtof tlie world, to niakc known
the jiiftice of our caufe.

Cur fore-fathers, inhabitknts of the ifland of Great-Britain,

left their native land, to feek on thefe fhores a refidence for

divil and religious Freedom. At the expence of their blood, at

the hazard of fortunes, wttiiout th^ leait ch^ige to the -coiuitry

from which they removed, by imceafing labour, and an unconqufer-

able fpiri<, tiicy eftefled. fettlements in the dilUnt ami inhofpi-

tablc w ilds of America, then filled with numerous and wailike

rations of barbarians. Societies or govenuhehtSj veiled with

perfedl


