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I'Anuci Az.tnarct, Ahitriimfia, JoguauA, yfpalchia, Aitthia, S/imovia , Co//!! ; but th:v ac(]i!.'.int us nei-

thcr with tlieii' lite nor bounds : except it be that Parmca lycth on the borders of f/;.f/).i>,/.i A' tw , be-

yond the l.irce and fpacious Bay of theHo/;(7^(p/?iiindC<»/wne.u- theC;ape,cnlliu Cape ,-,: I'hriJ.t.

Others diftinguifti it by the names of the fevetal Ruitelets ; which varying; with the ciianj'.c oftlic pcrlon,

makes that divifion to be Tery variable and uncertain alfo. But it is generally a}.'rced that the I'emnftila,

which pointeth on the Hie of C»*.i , liath the name of Tcgcfta, or TlorhU fpecially fo called ; the name of

Florida being firif given by fohn Ponce unto this part onely , thongh afterwards communicated unto all

rlie reft of thisCountrey. A Dcmj-ljland ffretching in length from the South to the Nortii, too leagues

;

in breadth where broaded 30 leagues, and in fomc places 20 onely. Well known by the Cape of Mur-

tyriy looking into the Ifle of C»^<t, the River of the Holy Ghof}< and three goodly Bays ; the chiefwhereof,

that entjtuled to S. fofiph, all opening into the Gulfof Mexico, or the Bay ofNew SpMn. I he whole en-

vironed about,fave where it is joyned unto the Co«/;w»f ,\vith Bars of Sands, and (tattered I llands.whith

firrve unto it as the tiit-rvorkt to fbme notable FortrefTe.

ChiefTowns hereof, i . S.Helent, on, or near a Promontory, h named, where t'lis Countrey border-

eth on Virginia : once fortified and poffefTed by the Spaniard , but not long (incc abandoned. 2. Fort dt

Charles, Arx Carolina in the Latine , builtby the /Vcw/juponthefJanks ofthe Kivcryl/.tt!/; and f(*

called in honour of CW/« the ninth , in whofe time the conqueft of thisCouitrey was uiideirtaken

:

but ruined by the J^iiwiW in the War between them, 3. Port Royal, a well frequented Haven , on the

mouth of the River ofthat name > but whether there be any Town now remaining, I am not able to fay.

More in the Land ( for thefe lie all upon the Borders towards Virginia') Apaklv luppofed to be a place of

great confideration , inregardof the opinion which washad of thewealth thereof iCuat found to be

a fmall Town, ofbut 40 Cottages
:
) and therefore firft attempted and took in by the Spaniard, in their

jnvafion of this Countrey under Pamphilw oi'Narvae^, An. 1 5 a8. recovered by the Natives after h:s

departure. 5, //«f<f, an open Burrough,ninedayes journey from /Y/><r/f/;f, where the Salvages gave ilie

Spaniards a (harp encounter, and flew many ofthem ; but being vanquilhed at the lalf, they forlbok the

Town, of it fcif not tenable. 6. ocalis, an unwalled Town, but corvTuting of600 Sheds ffor I dare hard-

ly call th:m HoufesJ the chiefof the Kingdom oiAcuera. 7. Ofachik, the chiefSeat ofthe King lb called^

and S VitacHchHs,n fiurrough of2co Cottages, the principal ofthe Kingdom of Vitacuthtu, both taken

by the Spaniards at the fame time alfo. 9. S.Matthews , on the Eaftern fliore of the Demi-Jftand above

mentioned, poffeffed and fortified by the Spaniard. 10. S.AuguJlines on the fame fliore, but more South

than the other ; fltuiite at the mouth of a fmall River fo named, fortified by the Spaniard with many a

llrongCafile: but for all that taken by Sir /"MwaDrd/^?, An. 1485. there bsiiig found in the Fort of

S. ?«/;», in which the flrength of the Town confifted, 1 8 braffe pieces, and 20C00 Fhrents in ready mo-

ney, for the pay of the Garrifon. Repaired afterwards more ftrongly thin ever Ibrnierly. Tiie Spaniards

liavc alfo Garrifons in two other places of this Countrey, t/?,. S./'i/A'p, andS. ^.ijojbut 1 cannot lay di-

ninAly in what part they are.

The Government of this Countrey , is ofone kinde onely, though managed by feveral perfons : the

Supream power refiding in the Chiefs of their feveral Tribes ; at fuch continual enmity with one another,

that they very feldom joyn together in any Counfels, wherein the publick isconcerncd. So that the Spa-

niards may affirm of the prefent Floridans , as the Romans did of the ancient Britans ; Ncc quicqu.-.m ad-

verftu validijjimat gentes Mtilitu nohu fuit , quam (]Hod in commune mnconfulebant. Ihe notcommuni-

eating of their Counrels,haflned on their bondage. Yet in the Government of thefc Chiefs there was

fomewhat of the Parliamentary way ufed with us in Enrtpe. For as in ail matters ofconcernment, thofe

Chiefs advifed with their Council : fo il it were a bufinefte which concerned the pMhlick^, their Priefts and

others of moft note for gravity and wifdom , were admitted to the Confultaiicn Z,'jt being feverally

too weak for a flrong Invader , and never joyned together to defend themlelvcs.they made themfclves sn

cafie prey to the French and Spaniards. Et fit durst puguU p«j»rf^4»f,univerfi vinccbantur i by truflmg to

their fingle forces they were all fubdued.For in the year 1512. John I'once a Native ot I.eon in S/)rf(»,fctting

I'ayl with three (hips from the Ifland of Porto Rico, on Paln.-junday fell on the Ponniula before deftribed;

& for that caufe,or from the flourifhing verdure ofit.called it Florida:bnt did no more than kowre along

Open the CoaQs, and give new names to fuch of the I'romoniories and Rivers as he bad diiiovered, and
having onely a flight skirmifli with fome ofthe Salvages, returned back again. 1 he bufineire cii;ht years

after was again revived by Vt^f^ues de Ajllon » who fecting (Iiyl from ,the Haven of Plata, in Hiifianicla,

attained unto the North- Eafl partsofthis Continent, bordering on Virginia , where he left nziiies unto

thePromontory ofS.Hf/^«, and the River of 7or«/(«« ; and having treacheroufly enflavcd fbme of the

iVrf/Jx/w (whom he had invited to a Feaft^ pi'epared for j'p/ji« ; where he obtained the Kings P.itent

for a new Plantation. But his perfidioufneflt; could not prol'per. Forintheyear 1524 coming with his

(hips upon this Coaft, one of them pcrifhed on the Rocks-, and 200 of his men '^eing killed at their

landing , he gave over the Enterprize : the Spaniards hitherto making no more ufe of thefe Diltoveries.

than wickedly to enrich tbemfelves by ftealing men , whom as wickedly they ibid for Slaves, Nor liad

the voyage of P<jwp/j(/»« ^piV(«w<ift,, Anno 15:8. any better end ; though undertaken with a j.and of

400 foot, and 80 horfe. For having took poflellion of the Countrey , in the name of his Sovcrai: n
Charles the fifth , finding fome hopes ofgreat treatures to be h ;d at Apalche fdiftant above a moncths
journey from the place of his landing J he would needs march tliii her. In which aftion , though he got
that and fbme other Towns

,
yet he loft himfelf ; few of his nic.i rctmiiing laic into their Cooitey,

and they not knowing what became of their General Asfiuiticde, hue more famous was the entir-

priz-eot Hemandes a Soto, begun in the year 15 58. and conciir.icd till 154?. who with a little A:n:y
of 3 JO Horle.and 90 Foot, overran a great part of the Countrey , and brought many oftl:e/'iMr

Prii.cis
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