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territorial charters as the most ancient and valid claim of all.

If the English charter claims were preposterous, this

supplemental one was, in even some part of contemporary

opinion, equally impudent and presumptuous. There was

by no means an undivided sentiment among the colonists

upon this point ; and history has few more signal instances

of tergiversation, than when, at a later day, the English

government virtually acknowledged the justice of the

French claim in urging the passage (1774) of the Quebec

Bill. " We went to war," said Townshend, in the dei)ates

on this bill, <' calling it Virginia, which you now claim as

Canada."

We read in Franklin's statement, in 1765, before the

Stamp Act Committee, that the Virginia Assembly seriously

questioned the right of the king to the territory in dispute.

George Croghan, on the contrary, in a communication to

Secretary Peters of Pennsylvania, wondered how any-

body could doubt that the French on the Alleghany were

encroaching upon the charter limits of Pennsylvania.

The French were more unanimous in their view ; but it

was only gradually that they worked up to a full expression

of it. Bellin, the map-maker for Charlevoix, had drawn in

his early drafts the limits of New France more modestly

than the French government grew to maintain, and he was

soon instructed to fashion his maps to their largest claims.

In like manner, the earliest English map-makers slowly

came to the pitch of audacity which the politicians stood for,

and Bollan, in 1748, complained that Popple (1732), Keith

(1738), Oldmixon (1741), Moll, and Bowen (1747) had

l)oen recusant to English interests. It was not till Mitchell

produced his map in 1755 that the ardentest claimant for

English rights was satisfied.

The instructions of Duquesne, in 1752, say that '''tis

certain that the Iroquois have no rights on the Ohio, and

the pretended rights through them of the English is a


