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there every year for the trading-posts ami missions on the river. Diirinj,'

the montiis at the opening and closing of the st>H'<'in of navigation,

St. Miuhael's presents an air of hustle and business activity not found at

any other of tlie frontier Alaskan towns.

A new company, the North Anwrican Transportation and Trading

Company, is making arrangements to build warelionsfs and a tiading-ixtst,

about a mile south of tlie former town. This company has established

trading quarters at Fort Cu<lahy, near where the international bound.iiy

crosses the Yukon. As might be exi)ected, the life artery of this western

division is the river from wliich it takes its name, wliicli has served as

the highway of nations aud tribes for many centuries, long before the

white man, with his improved means of transport, accomplished the feat,

marvellous in their eyes, of traversing in one Ivief season the distance

from its deltoid mouth to the Hudson Bay Fort at tlie junction of the

Yukon and Porcupine rivers.

The natives iidiabiting the l)anks of the great river belong to two tribes.

The Indians of the interior, of the Athabascan stock, occupy tiie banks of the

Yukon and its tributarie.s eastward of the Anvik river. These are called

Ingalits. The hardy Eskimo, or Innuit, on the other hand, live along

the coast of Norton Sound and on the luwer Yukon and the Kuskokwini
delta. At an early period, the Eskimo advanced across the divide

between the great river and the sea, and followed its couise up nearly

to Nulato, settling along the banks of the Chageluk river; but tln^y were

not allowed to hold peaceable possession, for the Ingalits rallied fiom

nil directions and drove the intruders back, far down the rivei-. Fnjni

time to time the Eskimo advanced again, and many are the traditional

tales of bloody battles and years of war between the tribes. The result

is that no Eskimo will ascend beyond the mouth of the Anvik, at the

present time, nor will an Ingalit descend beyond that point uidess

acconi[)anie(l by white men.

When passing up or down the river during the busy season—that is,

the brief summer—the traveller would form an incorrect esiimate of the

population were he to base it on the number of those living on the banks

of the river, for he would find, were he to make a short excuisiiui into the

almost impenetrable forests and over the hills and mountains, that along

the river only exist the conditions necessary for life throiiglumt the yea?-.

The small rivulets of the interior, and the vast swampy jdains, covered

with snow for seven or eight months of the year, are only visited Ity

the trapper, when the skins of the marten, mink, ami musk-rat are in

their prime. Along the upper reaches of the Yukon and the Tanana the

inhabitants are less dependent upon the river, and fish and game are

more abundant.

A recent writer says :
— " For hundreds of miles from the sea the

Yukon Hows thr<>ugh low, level tundras, or mossy moras.-es, resting upon

a foundation of clay. The shifting current of the river e.its away the

shores on either s-'ulu with astonishing rapidity ; the dull tluid of favin;^

banks is constantly heard by the tra\ eller. Stepping u|hiji ilu; shore the

explorer must jiuiip from liuinin(»fk to liunuiidck. or w.uU' ;iiiiiiiul from

knee to w.iist drcji. In ni.riy ii'.icr.s ilie ii-e never ilis^'iMNU.-j witliiii •


