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••Tiio loiintiiins oi'the <;rent doej) wore ln'oken up."

Tlii.s wjis to assist tlio <k'lii<j;e. Accordiui;- to the ]h'. theie is u

iiiistiike ill this j)iissa,i;('. It onu'ht to 1k':—••The tbnntains of liic

gi'oat ntino^-phcrr WQi'c broken u])."

Althf)nnh the J)r. admits that Beieuce here is utterly hel[)less.

yet he seems resolved to have somethini:;deHnite; as to tiu- nature of

tliis " Desohite Void." and accoi'diiigly he thus writes ;

—

'' Some of the <lelails of the Mosaic vision of the ])riineval chaos
may Itt; supjilied. hy the [tr(»bahiiities established by jthysics and
chemistry."

Tlie Dr. has previousJN' made the vision, tlial of a seer, who
flourished many aiies licfore either Mo8os or Abraiiani,—j»erhap.s

Atlain.—but now he credits it to Moses, lie jucjcceds and says:

—

'•Our first idea of tlie earth would be a vast vaporous ball, re-

tiently s])un out from the iiciieral mass of vaj)ors. foi'mini>; tlie nebu-
la which once re]»i'e<ented the solar system. Tlus hu^'o cloud.

whirlini;' its annual round about the still vaporoiirs centre of the

system, would consist of all the matei'ials now constituting^ the solid

rocks, as well as those of the seas and atmo-])here. their atoms kept
asundei" I)y the force of heal. '' '- ^' At len_ii;th a li([uid nucleus
is foi-med, while upon this are being precii)itated showers of con-
densing matter, from the still vast atmospheie, to add to its volume.
As this process advances, a new brilliancy is given to the feebly

shining vapors, by the incandescence of solid particles, in the U])pcr,

hiyers o^ the atmos]ihere. -'^ -'^ '"^ But at length, by fui'lhor

cooling, ^his brilliancy is 1 st, and the still fluid globe is sun-ounded
by a vast cloudy pall, in which condensing va])ors gather in huge
dark masses, and amid terrible electriv explosions, pour in constant-

ly increasing acid corrosive rains, upon the heated nucleus, combin-
ing with its materials, or again flashing into va])ors. Thus dark-
ness, dense and gross, would settle upon the va))orous dec]), and
would continue for long ages, until the atmosphere could be tinally

cleared ot its superfluous vapors. In the moan time, a crust of slag,

or cinder, has been lorming u])on t!io molten nucleus. Broken
again and again by the heaving of the seething mass, it at length

sets i)ermanently ; and Anally allows some portion of the liquid

rain, condensed upon it, to I'omain as a boiling ocean. Then began
tlie reign of the waters, under which the fii'st stratified rocks were
laid down, by the deposit of earthly and saline matter, suspended,
or dissolved, by the heated sea. Such is the picture which science

presents to us of the genesis of the earth, and so far as wo can judge,

from his words, such must have been the picture presented to the
mental vigor of the ancient Seer of creation. * ** In
conclusion, the reader will perceive how this reticence of the author


