territory entirely, or clse charge them
an additional license tax to pay for
the cost of opening the route to the
country, Tor instance, if we were
foreed to bulld a couple of huundred
wiles of rallv.ay in British Columbia,
on account of the reservietions im-
posed by the Unlted States at the
mouth of the Stikine river, we migit
get back the cost of this work by
charging forelgners double or treble
the price pald by Cunadiang for mlin-
ers’ licenses,

THI: STIKINE RAILWAY.

The Stikine ralway contract ix
about the most uppermost question in
Canadinn public affalrs at preseut.
The construction of the rallway s na-
doubledly a case of emergency, nnu
the government scems justified to o
considerabfo extent, at least, in the
acton that has Leen taken in  this
mavter. Al tho snme thne we delieve
thio morat effect would have been much
better If proposnis had been pubiicly
invited for the construction of <his
work. The conclusion of a contiact
before the publle were aware that
such & matter was under cons.dern-
tion, has not had an inspiring eifeet.,
Urgency there fs undoubtediy .n tha
matter; but the government have ha:d
since fast fall to considor the question,
and this would appear to have ajlow-
ed of sufficient time to have :invited
proposafs in a public way.

The general provicions for tie cou-
struction of the road appear t2 be rea-
sounbfe. ‘The Commerelal has long
been steadly opposed to the principn
of granting pubfia landy in aid of ratl-
ways, With the present temper of
pubfiec feeling in Eastern Canada, a
cash grant to a western road would
1o doubt hayve aroused more oppos.tion
to the road. The eastern pecple want
the cash Tor their own roads and can-
afs, while western roads can be a’dad
by gronts of public lands. Even n
this case, however, a reasonable cash
subsidy. wo belleve, would have been
preferable to the grant of 25,000 acres
of fand per mile for the 150 miles of
road.

Asg to the general question of the con-
struction of the road, the work is un-
doubtedly oune of pressing necessity.
Ever if the ocst had been much great-

er the governynent could hardly be -

excusad from grappling wlith the
undertaking and putting it through
to completion at tho earliest possible
moment. The exigencies of the case
demand  that the mcest readily ac-
cesatble route to Yukon under Can-
adian control should be opened ut
onee.

The fact that tho opening of the
mcet practical coast route is u neces-
sity, does not detract in the least from
what The Commercial sald last week
In regard.to an interlor route via the
North Sasgkatchewan. Weo dld not

THE QOMMERCIAL

wish to Imply In the artlcle last week
that a rallw-ay should be bullt at once
right thirough to Dawson, via the Sas-
katchowan and Penee River valleys.
Wo do beliove, however, that Immedi-
ate action shouid be taken to open a
permanent, all-Canadian intertor route
through the fine agrlcultural and
steck raising country north of  the
Sapkatehewan. It might menn the
fmprovement of the natural water-
‘ways njone, or tho lmprovements of
the. waterways, with connecting rail-
way links, or connection with the Sti-
kine-Tes In route, as further investiga-
tlon may show most practical., It
oortainly s2ems of vast importance to
the material welfare of Canada, that
this great opportunity for the develop-
meznt of our Dominion should not be
allowed to pasy by. I we rise squal
to the cccasion weo have the opportun-
{ty of advancing our national develop-
ment such as might not come in a
geore of years under ordinary cirecum-
stanees.

PROVINCIAL RAILWAY
EXTENSIONS.

It s ta be hoped that that there is
more than mere rumor in the reports
that certamn local branch rallways in
Mapitoba are lfikely to be extendad
thes year. Beyond the Stonewall
branchk there Is a splendid section of
country, which has been partially set-
tied sinco the early days.  While set-
tlers have been going away west to
fcok for desirable districts whereln to
settie, the beautful strip of country
{ying north of Stonewall, and batween
Lakes Winnipeg aud Manitoba, las
been negfected all these years. A aum-
ber of settiers went into this district

m the carly rears, under the belief
aat tho main Hup of the Canadina

Pac:fic would pass through that rc-
gion. Tho proposed route of the
road, however, was changed, and thase
settiere have been without railway
communication all this time. Tho Jis-
triel Is  wefl supplied with fuet and
water and s in every seuse a suparb
mixed farming section, but though
comparatively close to “the lavgest
market in the west, the absence of
ratiway communication has cause:d
new settlers to neglect the distriet,

Tho othier branch about which there
13 some tajk of an extension is known
a5 the Pipestone braneh. It {8 lor
cuted m western Manitoba, and the
proposed exiension would be mainly in
the territory of Assinibola. Beyond
tho present terminus ol the Pipestone
branch for n distanco of almost 100
mifes there is o fine agriculturul coun-
try, which has been fairly well sot-
tled for many years. Like the other
district menifoned these settlers ex-
pected when they went 1t that they
would not bo long without g rallwagz,
a3 one or more roads were projected
for this district belfore the settlers
went mm to take up the land. It is
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to be hoped this thelr greatest need
wiy not fong be denied them. In the
excitenment over Kfondtke roads and
routes we must not gverloo importand
nceds nearer home,

THE INTERIOR ROUTES.

A good many prospectors appear to
be golug north via the interlor routes,
Out of 1,000 licens~s so far issued, 100
hiave been Issued at Edmonton. IFor
practical prospectors, the interlor
routes via Prince Albert and Edmon-
ton offer many advantages. By these
routes they pass through hundreds of
mtiles of gold-bearing country, where
just ap good strikes are likely to be
matle as have yet been made in the
famous Klondike region,

A TRIP TO SOUTHERN
MANITOBA.

—

By A COMMERCIAL REFRESENTATIVE,

GRETWNA.

The border town Is a, flourishing
conmunity, pleasantly situated, with
a frmgo of flargoe trees not far from
it amd with many smudl trees growlug
where they bave been Let out through
tho town. Tle site Is somewhag (lag,
sceming to be the centre of o perfecily
fevel plajn, which is however an ox-
tremely fertiie plain, cultivated right
up to tho outskirts of the town. Indead
for mifes before reaching Gretna the
rasway passes through a  succession
of wheat hields very ltle virgin prai-
rio being feft.  Whiie Morden has &
farge Mennontte trade, its surrouad-
fng popufation {s not ail of that class,
n~ fu 18 situated on the western side
of the reserve, Gretnn, however,
white not peographically in the ceu-
tre, may bo said to be the cconomie
centre ol the Mennonite commuuisy.
ploat of the business men are shrewd,
thrifty Germany, some from Ontgrio
some from the old land, but all al.ke
tiwrough-going  business men, who
have coptributed in no sinadl measure
to the success of the Mennomte set-
tlers whose business hws Leen Jn trelr
{mnds. Fairiy at the head of the
ist gtands she flrm of ¥. ivnner &
Co., the head ol whieh, Mr. Penner, 15
a'moest m the position o a patrviareh
to bis compatriots. He has aylarge
goneral store comprising ahnost every
arvtele of ordinary usp or cousump-
tion about the liouse or farm. Indend
btlhis seems te be the way tratle is
done here, for all the general stores
are stocked on the same lines. Otleors
with (o general stores are J. Loe-
wen, W, Esau & Co., Schultz & Stiefe],
and Friezen & Jansen. J. Heiman &
Co.. Pforden, wholesale nquor
merelbants, have o store lhere
in chs L of A.  Coblentgz,
an old-time Winnipeg and Ewerson
merchant. J. D. Pierson Is an imple-
ment agent, assoclated with C, Pieper.
Mr. Pleper has bullt a large new
warchouse., J. P. Friesen & Son own
and operate the Gretna roller mills,
capacity 100 barrels, and also handle
lumber and building material. Ritz
& Widmeyer are private bankers and
finaneial agents, also handle imple-
ments. J. G. Kertcher manufactures
tow for uplolstering purposes, from
flax which is quite extensively grown
in the reserve, This industry should
grow as it is the first established and
the upholstering and finighing of fur-



