FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, &ec.

prevent their being surprised, and the Army
moved slowly along the River, according to
the Intelligence they received from their
scouts. They found a Tree, as they passed
along, on which the Indians had, in their
Manner, painted the French Army, and had
laid by it two Bundles of cut Rushes. This
was a Defiance in the Indian Manner, and to
tell them by the Number of Rushes, that
fourteen hundred thirty four Men would meet
them. The French passed the little Lake,
between Ohswega and Onondaga, in Order of
Battle; and the two Wings, to prevent their
being surprised, and to make the Place of
their Landing more uncertain to the Enemy,
took a Circuit along the Coast. As soon as
they had landed they raised a Fort. A Sen-
eka, who had been some time a Prisoner in
Canada, and pretended an Attachment to the
French, was sent out to make a Discovery.
He deserted to the Onondagas. He found
them waiting for the French, with a Resolu-
tion to defend their Castle, and to fight the
French; for which Purpose they had sent
away their Women and Children. The Sen-
eka told them that the French Army was as
numerous as the Leaves on the Trees; that
they had Machines which threw Balls up in
the Air, and which falling on their Castle
burst to Pieces, and spread Fire and Death
every where, against which their Stockadoes
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