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in tilt' cuuiity clicr of the county in which this land

is situated. The result of this general system of regis-

tration is, that no more obscurity hangs over transac-

tions in real, than in personal property—the books

being open for the inspection of all, on the payment

of tt small fee—so that the state of any landed pro-

perty can bo at once ascertained, as regards the true

ownership of, and tlie liens and encumbrances which

may be upon, it. In a country where land is a com-

modity as marketable as any personalty, claims to it,

but for this system, would become inextricably en-

tangled, whilst tlie ease and advantage with which it

works recommend it to more general adoption amongst

ourselves. The whole system of conveyancing too is

exceedingly simple, fee simples and leaseholds being

almost the only species of tenures existing in the

State.

The bar of New York is, in the main, exceedingly

respectable. Proof of competency, by examination,

after a probation of seven years in an attorney's

office, is necessary to admittance as an attorney of the

Supreme court. A certain scholastic career, pre-

viously to its commencement, may curtail this long

probationary term to three years. After practising

for two years in the inferior capacity, the attorney,

on satisfactorily passing another examination, is ad-

mitted to the degree of counsellor, equivalent to that

of barrister with us. All branches of the profession

are united in America in one and the same person

—the counsellor being his own attorney and special

pleader, an arrangement w^iich obtains in our own
provinces as well as in the United States. The
practitioner of one State cannot practise in another,

without regular admittance to tlie courts of tiiat other


