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biith has placed above it, what Iiopes are there
in the remainder of the body which is to fur-
nilh the perpetual fucceffion of the ftatc?

All who have ever written on government, are
unanimous, that among a people generally cor»
rupt, liberty cannot long exift. And indeed
how is it poffible? when thofe who arc to make
the laws, to guard, to enforce, or to obey
them, are, by a tacit confederacy of manners,
indilpofed to the fpirit of all generous and noble
inflitutions,

I am awn'-erhat the age is not what we all

wi(h. But 1 in lure, that the only means of
checking its precipitate degeneracy, is heartilv
to concur with whatever is the beft in our
time ; and to have fome more correa ftandard
of judging what that belt is, than the tranfient
and uncertain favour of a court. If once we
are able to find, and can prevail on ourfelves
to ihengthen an union of luch men, whatever
accidentally becomes indifpoied to ill-exercifcd
power, even by the ordmary operation of hu-
man paiiions, muftjoin with that fociety, and
cannot long be joined, without in lome degree
aiiimilating to it. Virtue v/ill catch as well as
vice by contafl ; and the public flock of
honeft manly principle will daily accumulate.
We are not too nicely to Icrutinizc motives as
long as aaion is irreproachable, k is enough,
(and k>r a worthy man perhaps too much) to

deal


