
Iiewan, to shows that the thought of tho Department
was simply to settle claims of half-l>recds

by confirming them in their holdings, in

which they have never been disfrbed by
ilio present Government.

It is stated tliat

NUMEKOUS PETITIONS,

v\ere yent to the government, and that

these were not favourably a'ted up<')n It

is quite true that {x^titiujis wore sent, nf

various kinds. They were sent as far

back as 1S78. One of the most ini])ortant,

iK'i'auao the n\ost ela'jorate, was sent on
tho 5th of Aj.ril. 1875, by the Right Ke-
vx^rend bishop (vrandin, of St. Alliert, and
this petition may bo taken as an illnstra-

tion ctf the general •laiins made. What
was asktMl 1)y Bishop (irandin, as he liim-

solf summarizes the petition, was :

—

1. —Some encouragement for the set-

tlers.—On this {)oint lie stated ;

—

" The (.'athdlic luisKinnarios lidvu done iiliiios

iniiKi-'filjli; lliiiiir.-' in litis direct ion. Tliey have'
at. ditteiTut pliiccs, throe mills. Fm- tlic third
time we havi; trieil in eriH't one in tht- c.donv of
^t. Albert— l)»;li(ild, more than j[<,t(K) MorliTip wliioh
we have sncriticcd for it, and we are still nneer-
tiiin whi'tlicr wt; shall siiecffd. That tlio (iovcn-
nieiit in.'ty on their part dei^n to do soiuetiiint? to
enoiiurn(,'e ajjriciilturo."
" -.— Aid for a hospital—at least to construct it,

aiid put it in Gondii ion to receive I lie siiik."
' :. — .Aid for .seh(i(i|.-<.—The (loveinnient iiiake.'

large rjullay for ediioalion in all I'anada ; is our
Northwest to be tilnne withheld a.<si?iaiice Ii
cannot he said that we require help le.'^s tliiin other
parts of tiie conntrj-.
" I-—Aid ("or our oriihan asylums, t-hat wo may

iiirrca.se those establi.shniftnt.s, .«o as !o ho able to
tH|<e_ iu^tt Kre;:tcr nniubcr of littlo .-avajtes.
" ').—roncession.i of land for eiirii ortlian afyluiu

or mode! farm.
' l>,— Reserves of land for tho ehildren tliuH

brouifht up : and aid to help theni on to a little
Jarui once tiiey aio married.
" 7.— And liislly— that the reserves (o bo made

oyer to the ttidians l)e of ar.ible land, and situated
uonr ii.-liin(t lakes."

In the answer from tho Lioutennnt-
(lovernor, David Laird, writtiMi under
tlio authority of the Snperiutendeut-
Cieneral, Mr. ]MilIs, these retpiests are
thus disposed of:

—

" As to the first, iwunoly, the encouraRemont of
a(fricnltureamoiiKthe settlers, the Huperinlendeiit-
<!oiieral cannot but c(uiKratuliite your biirdship
up<tii the elVorls nunle by the mission especially by
the ostrtbli-.hment, of mills to eui.ble tloi settlers to
utili/,c llieKiain raised in your diocese.
"Tlie iSu|i.'rintendont wi-lies to reiniml you tlint

this i,= a subject which will luoperly come witliiii
the pn viiieo of the liocal Uo\erument soon to be
iiiauRurnted in the Northwe.sf. lie thinks, how-
ever, that it is obvious thut the measures now beiiiK
taken by the Dominion Uovernment to rarry a
railriad nnd tolegrHph lino thieuKli tho terrifonon,
niuat huve the eflect of openinit up tho country

nnd of facilitnting transport throughout it, and in
thi.-^way cannot fail to pive nn inipettis to the
aKricultural interest of the territory.

' The 2nrl,.';rd 'ind 4th lieads referred to by yon
are all luattLTs which come especially within the
province of the Local Li'Rishit ui'e.
" With regard to the third head, however, I may

remark that tlit J)ominion Lands Act makes pro
vision by a liber.il land gr^nt to aid general educa-
cational purposes in the Terrif' ries, arul ?o far as
the Inciians are coticeri'ed, the Dominion Dovern-
uieiit will, rio doubt, be prenarecL when he terri-

tory is surrendered, to maki- the sani'. rrovi.-iiou

there as elsewliero by treaty for Imlian schools.
Jti the meantiue, 1 am directed by the Minister to
traiKsmit, to your Lordship an oflicial che((iie for
the sum of s'.VXK in aid of the school at St. Albert,
aujhorized by Order in Council of the 22nd October,
1873, as it i^ assumed from your Lordship's report
that tlio average attendance of Iielian children at
this ^cbo(jl is not less than the number re,(|uired by
the Order iri Council, niiniely, l!o.

7 Any one of ihe other schools which your Lord-
ship may tliink proper to .select, will be entitled to
a similar amount for the current year, proviiled, of
coiirtie, the average attendance of Indian children
llirouirhoiit tlie year is not lesn than 25.

" .Vs tho lifth iiead, namely, concessions of land
for orphan iisylums and model farms, tiie Supcrin-
tondent-i]ie?ieral is not prijiared at present to
make any definite ^ded^eou behalf of the Oovern-
ment On ihifl point, thoHuiierintendent-tioneral
will be able ic> socak more detinitely after a treaf
has been uuide.and wlien the question of Ihe ex-
tent of iiiiid ask«d for, for the purposes above-
mentioned, is more accurtttoly known.
" The si,\ih head refers to a large question of

public polic.\-. on which it would mnnifesfly bo
jiremature at present to prnnoMiiec an o|iiuion,

Ihe settlers in tho Norih-west have food grounds
for believing that the Domii ion liovcrmucnt will
deal liberally with them. There i.s ; -iitVicimcy of
land in t' e Turritories for all of tl.cin and tucir
ehildren, nnd it is earnestly to be hoped that they
will eulti\ate as much of it a- pi>ssible, and sei-ure
1 1 themselves comfortalile homes in the uountry to
which they belong.
" A8 regards thr< seventh head, namely, the

re.seives f.ir the Indians : tins matter h.i-* hitherto
been tiilly provided for ill all treaties made with
the Indians, by which assis^tance in muncy and
agricultural impleiinnts has alw.iys been secured
to them,.'111(1 tliere can be no doubt Hint tlie=o

matters will be dealt with in a similar sjurit of
liberality in future treaties.
"The reservat'oiis secured to the Indians will iio

doubt have a lair proportion of arable lamL and
will include, when it is priirti('ablo, tiny lidhing
Iak«'s which the Indians may desire to avttil them-
selves of."'

This jM'tition r.nd the rejdy to it, are
ijuoied for this purpose : tht* subjects
referred to by Bishop (rnindin wore, as
to luany of tliem, embodied in subsequent
jietitions, and it is impt-t ant, therefore, to
|X)int out tliat wheii preseiitod thus in
detail to Mr. Mills, tho Minister of tho
Interior of Mr. MackjMizie's (.iovornmcnt,
they wer(« met with a bhink refiisal.

Indeed, it may bo worth while (o to cite

one other in proof of tins. It was a iX3ti-

tion of certain half-l)re(Hls, (ransmitted to

Ottawa by Governor Laird, on the blth
February, 1878. Tho jietitiou had refer-


