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there is no analogy whatever. The Senate of the United States haf

inti'usted to it under the comjtitution much larger powers than are

enjoyed by an upper chamber in the British parliamentary system.

Though bills raising revenue can originate in the House of Representa-

tives only, yet the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as

in other bills; a privilege which the English or Canadian House of

Commons will not concede to the Lords or Senate. The American

Senate has the right to control the President in his nomination to pub-

lic offices, and to review the treaties that he may make ^vith foreign

nations. The Canadian Senate, on the other hand, is simply the House

of Lords without the prestige or influence that attaches to a body of

hereditary legislator. Unde^sueh circmniitttnces. it i& easy to under-

8taHd_tUat-tlie Canadian Senate does not exercise any large irrftaence

on theconduet of public affaira, though it must be admitted it contains

mapy naen of great ability and experience. It appears to be paying

the penalty of being modelled after a House which originated centu- y^
ries ago when parliamentaiy institutions were in course of developjueiit, /^CJ

and the House of Commons had not the great power it now possesses. *^

The House of CoDimons, the great governing body of the Domin-

ion, has been made, so far as circumstances will permit, a copy of the

English House. Not only in the House of Commons at Ottawa, but in

all the Assemblies of the large Provinces, a visitor sees the Speaker

and Clerk dressed in silk robes, the gilt mace on the table, the sergeantr

at-arms in his official costume, the membei-s observing the time-honored

rules of debate, and paying that respect to the Chair which has been

always a characteiistic of the English House of Commons. In a new

country some of these forms may seem antiquated and out of place,

but nevertheless they will be interesting evidences to an Englishman

of the tenacity with which the people of a great colony adhere to

British customs and traditions. The couservatisra of ihe Canaditms-in

this pa]licular~i»~th& m€»'e remarkable when we consider that in the

patJiament-of' Ccmarda and the legislature of Quebec there are.ao Joaapy

members speaking the French language, who might be expected not

to have the same traditional respects fof the^d forms of the firitislir^

legialAtvH*e. Out of the two hundred and thirteen members who com-

pose the Cimadian Commons, a few address the house from time to

time in French ; and in their knowledge of parliamentary rules and of

the working of parliamentary institutions, these French Canadians are

in no way behind the English majority.

Of the two hundred andv^ thirteen members of the House of

Commons, ninety-two come from the^ great Province of Ontario, sixty-

five from Qu^c, and the remainder;^rpm the maritime and smaller

provinces. , tn rearranging the representation after each decennial
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