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THE SENATE

Thursday, Fehruary 13, 1986

The Senate met at 2 p.m., the Honourable Martial Asselin,
Speaker pro tempore, in the Chair.

Prayers.

THE SENATE
ALLOCATION 0F ROOMS-QUESTION 0F PRIVILEGE

Hon. Royce Frith (Deputy Leader of the Opposition): Hon-
ourable senators, I risc on a question of privilege for your
consideration. First, the factual background.

Since this session-I believe "session" is the right word-
since the election of 1984 and the beginning of our delibera-
tions tbereafter, the Senate Liberal caucus bas set up a
Question Period group to, deal witb the preparation of ques-
tions for Question Period. When tbe Senate is sitting, this
group meets at 1.30 every afternoon in Roomn 263-S.

Senator Langlois: Are there any bugs?

Senator Frith: Senator Langlois bas asked if we have swept
it for any bugs. No, we have not.

Today Senator MacEachen's office was given word that the
Senate Conservative caucus required the room, and we were to
clear out or not be there.

An. Hon. Senator: Nice guys!

Senator Frith: Tbis word came from the goverfiment wbip's
office, Senator Phillips' office, not from him. Senator Mac-
Eachen then sent word back inquiring as to wbether hie was
asking us to change our practice and to give up the room that
bas been reserved or whetber bie was telling us that we were to
clear out or flot be tbere. The response was simply, "We, the
Conservative members of the Senate, require tbe room."

I bad the impression tbat it was a noon bour caucus and
perbaps a luncheon caucus. Consequently, I sent a note off to
Senator Phillips' office in whicb I said:

Senator MacEacben's office tells me that you require
263-S for a special noon-time caucus today.

As you know, the room is reserved for our Question
Period group at 1.30 p.m. eacb sitting day.

We will require it for the samne purpose today. No doubt
you will have cleared out by that time.

Then 1 received the following message on my Code-A-Pbone:

This is Senator Pbillip's office. In response to the note
from Senator Frith to Senator Pbillips, Senator Phillips
bas instructed me to advise that the P.C. Senate caucus
requires their room-

The antecedent of "their" is flot clear.

Senator Guay: It sounds clear to me.

Senator Frith: Is hie saying "their room" meaning our, the
Conservative's, room or does hie mean by "their room" the
Liberal's room? That is flot clear. It is required by Senator
Phillips and bis caucus.

Senator Flynn: Lord bave mercy!

Senator Frith: In any event tbe message goes on:

-and tbey will be meeting there at 1.30 and 260N bas
been reserved for tbe Question Period group, and tbe
constables have been instructed to make it available to
tbem. Tbank you.

Senator Flynn: Thank you!

Senator Perrault: Sbocking!

Senator Frith: Tbat is the entire message.

Honourable senators, 1 believe tbat we need some clarifica-
tion of bow we are to determine wbetber or flot a room is
reserved. Is it the practice in the Senate-and I do flot believe
tbat it is-that the goverfiment wbip can tell anybody, includ-
ing a caucus that bas reserved a room, that tbey are to clear
out to make room for someone else-in this case bis colleagues
on tbe Conservative side? There is no question that tbe job of
allocating rooms is a difficuit one. The informal committee
cbairmen's group decided some time ago to assign tbe duty, as
far as committees are concernied, to the whips. Senator Lafond
had been responsible for that, but it was decided to, re-assign
that responsibility to tbe wbips.

I tbink we sbould understand that the government whip, be
bie or she a Conservative or a Liberal--depending on the
times-does not bave the rigbt to do wbat Senator Pbillips did
today. If I am wrong about tbat, and if bie does bave that right,
then we will bave to pursue the matter in some otber way.

Hon. Orville H. Phillips: Honourable senators, I am glad
tbat Senator Frith raised this matter. I am rather disappointed
that bie is acting as a proxy for Senator MacEachen; I always
find it difficult to deal witb a proxy.

As I was leaving my office Iast evening I was given a
message inquiring wbetber tbat was a request or an order. 1
told my assistant to say that it was because of a caucus
meeting. I tbink everyone understands that a caucus meeting
bas priority over other meetings. Tbat bas been the situation
since I first came to Parliament Hill in 1957, and I am sure
tbat is still the situation.

Senator Frith: In tbe event of two caucuses?

Senator Phillips: Tbat was flot a caucus meeting, Senator
Fritb; tbat was just a meeting.

Senator MacEachen: Who decided tbat?

Senator Frith: I am glad I brougbt it up.


