
munication between the Atlantic and Pacifio between Great Britain and the United
Oceans by the construction cf a ship canai Stat-as. It provided that neither the United
across the Isthmus which connecta North and
South America, and of securing for ever, by States nor Great Britain ehould exclusively
snob stipulations, the free and equai right of control the canal or build any fortifications
navigating-such, canal to ail such nations, on aiong it; that they should guard the safety
the payment of suoh reasonabie toill as may
b. eétablished te compensate the capital-iota and neutrality of the canal and invite ail

WIlo May engage -in sueh undertaking and other nations to do the samne, that they
'complete the work. £-hould give &id and support to any .atie-

Four years later, in 1839, the House of factory company which wouid construct the

Representatives, by unaninous vote, adopt- canal.

ed a resolution requesting the President- (Ârt. 1) That neither Great Britain not

To consider thse expediency of opening or thse United States would grant the oititens or

continuing negotiatiens with thse Governments 'u0etso the one, any rights or advantagee

of ether nations, and particuiariy with those asrgrds commerce or navigation to, thse

the territorial jurisdiction of whicb cempre- said canai, whioh shall not be oflered on the

bande thse Iethmus cf Panama, and te whjch same termas to the citisens or subjects of the

thse United States have accredited niinisters or other.
agente, for the purpose of ascertaining thse Mr. Secretary Fisis, during tIsa admninis-
practicability of effecting a communication
between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans by the tration of President Grant, 'wrote:
construction of a ship canai across thse W.hal begdofnymeei

Isthins ad f scurng oreve, b sutale which shall resuit in the eariy decision of the
treaty stipulations, the frtee and equal right question of the most practicable route ansd the
cf navigating such canal by ail nations. early commencement and speedy conclusion

In Isetr.atybetee th UnteiStaesof an interceanic communication whick
In te traty etwen te UnteJ tats hall be. guaranteed in its perpetual neutralisa

and New Granada, ratified on the l2th day tien and dedication to the commerce cf al

Gd December, 1846, Article 35, it vaqeWe nations, without advantage te one over an

that New Granada* and the United States of althoes urnteisasr
should have similar priviieges as te thse
transit cf passeng3rs and merchandise over Secretary o! State Blain, in his insttuc

ainy canai that might be completed under t ions te Mr. Loweli, said:

tIse treat.y. In commenting on this treaty Nor do". the United States eeek any ex

President Polk said: clusive or narrow commercial advantage. 1
frankly agrees and will. by publie proclama

TIse uitimate objeot. as presented by tIs tien "ecare at the proper time in conjunctio
Senae cftIseUnitd Sttes n thir eu wtIs the Repubiic on whose soil thse canai ma

tienate ofwhc hnito Saesin rerre is te iieîted that tIse same righte and privieges
scrtalation s towihI he flre.ad requae rigltoe isame tehls and obligations fer the use o
sc ase cve alatIos thmirs.adeqa rltIse canal shall appiy with abeolute ian

of pssae oer te Ithmr,.partiality te the merchant marine and ever

Mr. Clayton, Anibassador to Ladocm. I'n a nation on the globe; and equally in time c
peace tIse harmlese use of the canal shall b

letter te thse Secretary of State, S-*pteniber freeiy granted to thse war vessels of othe

*25, 1849, stated: nations.

That thse United States sought no exclusive President'Cleveland, in bis message o

priviiege or preferential right of any kind 18M, his flirst m-essagt te Congress, said:
iii regard to tIse propo6ed communioation, and
their sincere wish. if it shou.id b. found TIse suggestions may serve te emphasiz

practicable, wae te se it dedicated to tIse u'bat I have already eaid on -tIse score cf th
common use cf ail nations on the Most liberal xseceesity cf thse mntralization of ary inter
terme and a footing of perfeot eqtnaiity for ail. oceanic transit; and this can oniy b. accon

Againhe ~plishied by making tIse uses of thse route ope
Agninhe slys:te all nations and subject to tIse ambition

and ~ e 9alK neeae~v
That tIse United States would not, if they

couid, obtain any exclusive right cf privilege
in tIse highway which naturaliy beiongs te
ail mankind, that while they aimed at ne ex-
clusive privilege for themselves, they could
neyer consent te ceee se, important a com-
munication fali under the exclusive controi
of any et4~r commercial power.

In 1850 tIse famnous Clayton-Bulwer treaty,

for thse construction cf a canal, -,%-s niade

6

Frorn Secratary of State Oiney's rr.erncr-

andum, 1896:

That the interoceanie routes there specified
should, under thse sovereign-ty cf thse States
traversed by them, be neutral and f ree te
ail nations alike.

On December 13, 1888, the De Lesseps

C'ompany, that undert-ook te construct tIse
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