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that the majority will do as tley please and
that they will feel less bound to consider
the interests of the mlnority tItanl If tbey
were put on tlieir honour.

Hou. Mr. SULLIVAIN-Thie lbon. gentle-
mati does flot mean to say tluat the United
States officiais are destitute of bonour? 1
think they have more bonourable men than
we have here, and better civil servants.

Hon. 'Mr. POWEtR-I did flot catch wbat
tbe lion, gentleman said. My vlew is that
under this Bill, the commissioners are ln-
depeudent and are put on their honour to
do what is fair and right, and I tbink thiat
instead of galning, you would lose if you
put on a third man wbo would be supposed
to have exclusive charge of the interests
of the friends of the opposition.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I hardly agree
wîth xny hon. frlend from Hastings, that
It is desirable to insert the provision hie
suggests in this Bill, nor do I agree witb
blm ln the estimate lie gives of 'what are
called independent men. I think 1 bave la
my mind men wbom It would be very
bard for anybody la this House to state
wblch political party tbey had the greateat
leanlng to, and whio would be admlrably
adapted for the carrylng out of this work.*WJ.at I tblnc would be very desirable and
fair to parliament Is, that the govern-
ment should subit to 'tbe House, before
passing the Bill, a list of names out of
whlch they would select the commissioners.
I know tbat was the course pursued in tbe
settlement of the land question ln Prince-
Edward Island. Government submitted a
llst of namnes of the arbitrators that-would
be selected, and the llst was satisfactory
to both parties, as long as -the namnes would
be taken -from the list presented. If hon.
gentlemen in the goverament had consi-
dered the matter enrler and had furnîshed
the list of naines, it would bave been a
guarantee that the appointments would bie
placed ln good bands. I regard It of tbe
greatest Importance that It sbould be doue
on the blgh plane of fair play as bie-
tween the civil servants themselves and
their status, and also as between the two
political parties. There Is another reason
why I take tbis view, and It Is this:
the provision we are putting in the law
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wltb regard to the commissioners beine
only removable by both Houses of par-
liament, I do flot nttach very mucli Impor-
tance to, because 'if the commi.ssionere
were to -nct as partisans for a political
party, you may depend upon It the poil-
tical party that was discrimînated àgalnst
and bad the majorlty ln both Houses wouîd
repeal the clause in the Act which forblds
removal of commissioners by Governor in
Council. Tbey could do that with the great-
est ease. Pariament could repeal that
clause, and, therefore, the men wbo would
bie appointed as commissioners could not
possibly afford to suap their fingers at pub-
lic opinion and justice, because a way
could be lad of bringlng them up If they
were to act as partisans. Apart even from
the consideration that we have power to,
-repeal, It bas been beld in cases that aros-ý
la the A&ustralian colonies., where they
bave the saine provision in their constitu-
tional Act as we have, that judges, for In-
stance, may be removed by the Governor
ln Council. In one or two of the Australian
colonies tbey put provisions in their law
that persons appointed by letters f rom the
Gurown couîd only bie dismissed by address,
and the Privy Council bas held that tbat
Act was ultra vires. But anyway we know
that parliament could repeal its own *Act
and therefore tbe commissioners could flot
possibly afford to go in defiance of princi-
pIes of justice and fair. play as between the
two politîcal parties, and make appoint-
meuts of a partisan nature.

Hon. Mr. BEIQUE-The provision ln the
Civil Service Act autborlzes tie president
to appoint, by and with the advlce and con-
sent o! the Senate, three persons flot more
than two of wbomi shall be adberents, of
the samne political party, and tbey shall
constîtute the Civil Se;vlce Commission.
The president may remove any commis-
sioner, but in filing a vacancy the presi-
dent and the Senate must conform to, tbe
first provision as to the seletion 0f a comn-
missioner. I do flot for my part agree
with the suggestion of the hion. senator
from Hastings. I hope that the commis-
sioners to be appoînted will be persons wbo
will command the confidence of the coun-
try, not so mucb because of their political
views as thelr character and qualification
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