Treaties Relating

Pelletier it was accompanied with a seat
In the Senate ?

Tlon. Mr. SCOTT—Yes.

The House adjourned at 4 p.m.

Fripay, Feb. 16th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m.
After routine,
PRIVATE BILLS.

Hon. Mr. SCOTI' moved that the time fof
the reception of petitions for private bills
be extended to February 27th, He said the
hew rules are now in force. i would have
been too expensive to advertise them in all
the papers in the Dominion, but the best
publication that could possitly be made was
given, Parties sending notices for publica-
tion in the Gazelle were nformed of the
existence of the new rules, and copies were
forwarded to them.

The motion was carried.

The House adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

Moxpay, Feb. 19th.

The SPEAKER took the chair at three
Q’clock.

Atfter routine,
TREATIES RELATING TO CANADA.

Hon. Mr. BUREA U moved that an buratle
3ddress be presented to His kxcellency the
overnor-General, praying that His Kxcel-
ency will be pleased to cause to belaid be-
Ore this House, & copy of every clause or
afticie}l‘ela(ing to Canala coniained in any
treaiy or convention or other international
8greement now in torce hetween Her Ma
8sty's Government and any foreign power,
8nd noy published with thelStatutes of
Canada, He said it was important for us to
00w the dift-rent conveailons and treaties
8t related to(Canada, inasmuch #8 they
1ght uftect tariffs which the Government
this country might frame. Not only In
to 2uda, but elsewhere an impression seems
0 Prevail that we have no right to 1mpoze
ereniial duties. This error arises from
St Convention of 1815 betwcen the Unitea
Uates and Great Britan, by which no dif-
Srential duties are (0 be established, Lut
1233 and 1he West Indies were excepted.
wa:t teaty wasonly for four years, and it
th then extended for ten years more. Stnce
in 3L lime he could find 1o such Convention
rf“““}lce between the United States and
w:"" Britain, from which be concluded that
fer Possessed the power of imposing dif-
®0iial duties if ws think 1t necessary.
18 18 important, because Canada is placed

[Fesroary 19, 1877.]

to Canada. 45
& difficult position 1n regulating her
tarift. Ounder the Washinton Treaty for ten
years, and for two years afier its expiration,
we h.ve no right to 1mpose duues on ex-
ports to the United Siat2s. ln the ' lm-
pei1nl House of Commons last year, the
Government were asked if any demand had
been made on the United Siates
with reference to the surplus mouey,
some $10,000,000, remaming aft.r ad-
justing  the  Alsbama claims. The
New Ycrk 1ribune of Jan, 8th published,
an Interview with President Grant in which
he expressed the opinion that Congrees
ought to extend the class of cases for which
damages were claimed in order that no part
of the award should go back to England, be-
cause he considered the entire amount was
less than the value of the sbips destroyed.
tle also expressed the opinion that any
surplus remaining should be used torestore
the mercantiie marine of the United States
to the condition 10 which it was before the
depredations ot the rebel cruisers. Another
report published the 3rd of January ex-
pressed similar views. It is probahle,
tnerefore, that o new bill will be passed by
which another class of claims will be ad-
mitted and the balance tien remaning will
g0 10 improve their mercantile maripe. In
Englind, judging by the answer of the
Governmeut, they enteriain very little hope
of ever having one cent ot the money
refunded. la the part of that Treaty
nflecting Canaday we have been us happy
as in the Ashburton Treaty. Under articles
22 and 23 of the Washington T'reaty, Com-
missioners are to be appointed to setile the
amount we are to veceive tor our ficharies
and for other purposes, 'Those articles
provide for three Commissioners, and the
question arises whether they have the same
powers as the Comuissioners appointed
under Clauses | and 13 for the adjistment
of the Alatama claims. Contrary to
international law and to what would hive
been honest and fair, the Cowmmissioners 1o
our case must be unanimous. In the tirst part
of the treaty it 18 set forth in & clear manuner
+hat-the decision of a majority ot (1he arti-
tr.tors 1s tival, but 1t the United Siates
Commissioner in our cafe should dissent
irom the opinion of the other two aroitra.
tore, no award can be given, In that treaty
theie was a neglect of duty eomewhere;
yet he did not rvegret the Wuishingion
[reaty, because he preferred peace before
anything. He contented himself with stat~
ing those facts, because he was ot opinions
we must decide for ourselves what will be
the result of that treaty. He would now
refer to the complainis which were made
that some ot our inteiests vere neglected,



