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now before circumstances make it impossible
to save the forests of British Columbia for
future generations of Canadians. This is a
most vital and urgent obligation. I trust
I have made some progress by way of proving
to the govcrniment its responsibility for aiding
proportionately in the protection of a major
source of its own revenue.

The three to four billion foot crop, which
can be produced if adequately protected,
annually from the ten million and more acres
of forests on the British Columbia coast will
bring in an income of at least $120 million
every year. The protection of assets of sucb
magnitude demands the serious attention of
this government.

Mr. NICHOLSON: Did the hon. member
indicate wbat the cost would be to the federal
government of the interesting development he
hias suggested?

Mr. PEARKES: I did not say what the
total cost to the federal government was, but
I did quote the estimates by the chief forester
of British Columbia.

Mr. J. O. PROBE (Regina City) : Mr-.
Speaker, the budget address was presented
some ten days ago, and in the meantime we
have hiad an opportunity to study it and te
receive from our constituents and other inter-
ested persons everywhere their reactions withi
respet tu the forty-page discourse given by
the Minister of Finance (Mr. Ilsley). This
afternoon we heard a painstaking criticism by
the officiai critie of the opposition, my genial
friend, the hon. member for Muskoka-Ontario
(Mr. Macdonnell). During the course of the
few remarks I intend to make I shall refer
to a few points wherein the officiai critic and
I do not sec exactly eye to eye.

If we consider the estimates that were tabled
with the budget we find that it is expected
that this coming year we shall be in receipt
of some $2,500 million from various taxes. As
against that we are going to have ordinary
expenditures of some S2,770 million. The
increas-e of expenditures ov'er last year fal
mainly under the following heads. There lias
been an increase in the debt charges of nearl 'v
$100 million, owing to the large borrowings
in the various loans last year. Family alloxv-
ances are going to cost us another $60 million
because we are now in the first full year of
the operation of the Family Allowanccs Act.
Publie works have grown by some $15 million.
In this regard I found it interesting, as I
peruised the estimates, to note that the gov-
eînment lias generously allotted an increase(l
expenditure of $4,500 out of thiat S15 million
increase te my own province of Saskatchewan.
I hope that our people w ill send the Minister
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of Public Works (Mr. Fournier) an appro-
priate letter of recognition for that startling
increase in expenditures in my province.

On the side of decreases in expenditure I
firîd thiat the Departmcnt of Reconstruction
and 'Supply, whicha 1 think, aIl of us feel is
the outstanding departînent in the reconstruc-
tion period following the war in which I he-
lieve we still live, bias reduced its commit-
ments tfiis ycar by some $107 million as
compared xvith last year. Its present commit-
monts are harg'iely to clear up obligations which
resulted froim w-ar contracts. I find that
expenditures relating te the purely adminis-
trative end of the Department of Reconstruc-
tion are below those of the Department of
Labour and nearly -5,000,000 helow the cost
of operating one brancha of the Department
of Justice, the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police. So much for the principal current
year expenditures because, after ail, figures
generally tend to bore us unless we can inter-
pret tbem in term.s of our national economny.

With rrs'pect te tbe important inatter of
tax relief, I tbink aIl of us expected that some
meaý;ure of relief would be grantcd this year.
We had exc tedtat income taxes and excise
taxes Nvould be eut. te case the growing cost
of liv ing. ü-pecialhy for those in the low in-
coule groups. 0f course we have been dis-

ipit ,althouglb the Nfinister of Finance. in
forcc-astirg chang-es %vhieh might come ahout
nexi i-esc. almost led me to believe that lielias
a plan soniewliere in tbe back of bis mmnd
looking fcrward toward a cyclical budget
covering a period of years instead of a budget
ruinniug froii year to year, as hias heen our
custom. Foir tbe a-car 1946-47 our taxes, ex-
cept in one instance. and it is rather a sig-
nifleant cne, have remained uncbanged. That
instance whichi I thipk is significant is based
on a resol-)ution in the name of the Minister
of Finance in w-hich hae proposes to reduce the
excise tax on cigars, effective June 28, from
83 to $1 per thousand.

Mr. ILSLEY: The excise dutv is cedîiced.
but the ad valorem is increased and tbe total
increase is S160.000.

Mc. PROBE: Then we saal not gct clieap

Mr. MACKENZIE: You have hoSt vouc
hast hiope.

Mc. PROBE: I w-as tbinking thiat we miglit
havec a -lîeap sinoke.

Tlie important tax fi-cm tbe point of view
of the sniahl income camner. in addition te
the pri--î ut uueru incume tax, i- thie eigbht
pcr cent sales tix. and that cighît per cent
sales tax on niot liur2bases still stands. I


