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appeal on bebaîf of a youog officer of good
family and good record-and this is suli-
stantiated by a number of officers who have
since retired from the force. I ask that this
gentleman be granted plain justice in this
instance, because 1 feel that he bas been
grossly disrriminated against and victimized
by the very men whose conduct is in question.
I hope I shall have a statemient fromn the min-
ister in this regard.

Mr. BENNETT: Not only do the condi-
tions exist in Qucbcc, as ioýdicated by the
bion. member who bas just spoken (Mr. Mac-
Neil), so far as that particular regiment is
concerncd, but I have had occasion to bring
to the attention of the minister other cases
in wbich men have been punished, it seerns to
me, sirnply because they dared to assert them-
selves in faveur of honest and decent ad-
ministration in the units with which they are
conoected. I arn bound to say that I think
the minister in the two cases 1 brought to
bis attention bas endeavourcd to do cvery-
thing that a minister reasonably can do, but
th, officers will not give effect.to what should
lie donc and it is disturbing to think thet this
is going on. It bappened in years gone by
in this country and created considerable diffi-
culty.

There neyer bas been a time wben there
wvas in connection with the militia a situation
sucli as we have to-day, and it is attributable
to exactly such conditions as the bion. member
bas just referred f0. It is believed that there
is direct interference on the part of sorne
officiais wifh respect to wbat should be the
orderly administration of a department, and
I caoi oniy say to tbe miýnister that I believe
-I want to be fair about it-thet tbough be
is a strong partisan bie bas been endeavouring
to do sornething to rernove the difficulty that
exists. I would say to bim something of the
sort once said by a queen to ber son-Charles,
lie kingl" I suggest to the minister that,
after ail, lic is minister, and not sorncbody
else in bis dcpartrnent, and that the conditions
that exist in Quebec cal! for a real investi-
gation. In connection wif b tbe Royal 22nd
Regirnent they cry aloud for an investigation
The man who bas been promoted-thc story
will be told to this bouse corne day-I will
not mention by name. I say that purposely,
for it wouid ot be thc proper thing in view
of wbat the minister is tryiog to do. At
Winnipeg the condition got dowýn te, this: Is
it possibl because of social and other pull
for eny man to misappropriate money and
then, becaus.c decent, honest men wish to
see that sort of tbing stopped, tbey sbould be
punisbed and dcprivedi of their positions
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and treated in this way? Tbat is what it gets
down to. I will refrain af this time of day
frorn goîng into thc details of ail this, because
I bave found the minister hirnself reasonable
in bis attitude of mind and in bis approacb
to tbcsc problems. But for corne strange
reason action aiways falîs just sbort of reali-
zation. I wrotc and told the rninister that I
tbought lie bad donc tlie fair and decent fhing
but to my borror I discovered that after ail,
aithougli be thought it bad been done, if
had flot. That sort of thing must stop in
this country. No little band in this country
is going to defy cither ministers or public
opinion in the observance of the arnenities
of life, merely because tbey bappen to be the
favourites of particular individuels. Tbe
sooner that is understood, the better.

XVith respect f0 the matter t o wlîich the
bion. member for Vancouver North bas re-
ferred. 1 iotended myscif f0 speak about
if, but I arn not going to do so now. We
have a riglit to tliese papers-and wben I say
"we" I mean this bouse. No sort of private
star chamber business is goiog to lie set up
bere; if I were to adopt the language of the
Prime Minister with respect to a somewhat
sirnilar matter I would characterize it even
more strong-ly. but I content myself with
these observations. I still rely upon the
minister carrying into effect wvhat I believe
lie honcstly wants to do in tbe interests of
the service of this country, and I say fo bim
again, in the languag-e of tbe oid qucen, "Ian,
be king I,

Hon. IAN MACKENZIE (Minister of
National Defence) :First I desire f0 thank
rny riglit hon. friend (Mr. Bennett) for bis
very fair commeots.

Two cases mentioned, the one by rny rîglt
hon. friend and tbe otber by the bion. member
for Vancouver North (Mr. MacNeil) arose
before I was entrusted with the responsibility
of beiog Minister of National Defence.

Mr. BENNETT: That is truc.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): Witb re-
spect to the Winnipeg case, I ar neot going to
discuss the riglit or wrong of it, but I bave
endeavoured to the best of rny ability to see
tbat substantiel justice was donc.

Mr. BENNETT: Hear, bear.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver): Two
different ýcourts of ioquiry were held in that
case, and I trust that even further measures
will lie taken f0 sec that final justice is
rendcred in every individuel case in connec-
fion with the Winnipeg incident.


