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I have here one resolution which I think it
msg1ht ho weii to read. It says:

Where.,as sa, reult of contintions droughts for the
îîast six a'ears, wviiich have resuited in erop failures
in the districts adjacent to the towns of Lomond, Tra-

verse, Enchanf and Retlaw, we, the farmers in this
aea, have throurch no fault of ner own hecome
pract'.cally dest;tute. We are facing a crisis, where
saine ined ate action most be taken to better our
conidition, in order that are may eke eut an existence
aird stop the entrre depopulation of this portion of the
province;

And wlirras, through our efforts to maintain our
homes, we have individusilv incurred. and are en-
cumhered with a burden of debt whîch it is impossible
for us to carry, 'hich ave wil! never be able te psy,
audi which ra inricsing anoually;

Now be it therefore resolved, is view of tise faet
tiret tire government of Canads has invested severai
hundreds of thousands of dollars in the Canada Lanit
and Irrigation proret, that we the farmers of this
ar-es respectfully petition tire aforesaid government to
nationalize luis project and as a aucurs of alieviatmug
cunditions as tirey ex:st here et presenit, ta construet
laterals froco the main canal to enable us to irrigate
at least a portion of our land, le accordantce with a
siîrvev made some yeare ago, therehy enablirrg the
people who pionc'errd here and eslabtisiied homes fif-
Smn years ago to remaio.

I was down in that district and I flnd there
is quite a population of these pioneers, many
of them men experienced in irrigation work
in the United States. Most of the mon who
remain there are anxious to stay; they do
flot want to move out; they want to get
water; they want to get roasonable terms.
They may flot be wise; I do flot know myseif
whe4,her the ininister has faith i0 irrigation
as a solution of the difficulties in that, area,
but if ho bas faith in it I do most earnestly
urge upon him to expedite a solution of the
difficulties which face these people. They are
really in a desperate plight, and if the gov-
eroment is unable to give them any hope
for botter things in the future thon the only
thing left to, them is to pull out. If they
do that they will leave the district with a
very large debt-school and municipal taxes,
mortgage debts--on their shoulders; the whole
scheme will bo blowo to pieces, irrigation
development work in that portion of the
province wilI ho set back for many years.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): The terri-
tory my hon. friend speaks of is not irrigated.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River): Not yet.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): Tho people
there are askîng for a suppiy of water from
the main canal uf the Canada Land and Ir-rigation Company and we have authority to
deal witls that request. The New Wtst
organization, which is a reasonab'y flourishing
proj oct, was organized. uoder provincial
auspices. The water is being delîvered to
tbem, and we cao do the samne for other
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people. The centractors that I spoke of are
those haviog existing cootracts on the Can-
ada Land and Irrigation proj oct. We have
power to reduco their contract price, and I
am looking into that matter now with a view
to makinff a reduction to encourrage and hold
these people who are on irrigated landsa, andi
are meeting with a reasonable amount of suc-
cess. But cieariy I do not want to take on
a new project until something at least is
done xvith the other. In aoy case tbey could
organize themselves into an irrigation district
and float their bonds as the others have.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River) : But tbey
have nr funds to do aoything of this kind
with: tl)ey are practically bankrupt, every one
of them. They are in a desperato state and
awaitiog relief. Just in connection with that,
I reccivcd oniy this morniog a letter which I
thinik ià is perhaps just as well to give the
.zuibstanee of to the ministor at this moment.
Hie may ho able to give me an answer at once.
It would appear that the Canada Land and
Irrigation Company is ot yet liquidated, and
thrforo is stili in possesion of the works. Now
therc' is a certain bridge, betxveen sections 1-19-
22-W4, and sections 35-18-22-W4, which was
condemned last year. Nobody bas been able
te do any work on it, and the Canada Land
and Irrigation Company ignore it; they re-
fuse to do anything. The bridge itseif is
imptsSable, and yet it is on a most important
road, te road that goes from Brooks to High
River. In addition, note that it is praoticiîy
the oniy rond by w'hich tise farmers west and
south of Milo cao get into M-:l o. I thiok it
would ho well if the minister would givo ott
instructions to, have this matter looked after
at once.

Mr. STEWART (Argenteuil): I may say
that th-it matter is being- taken care of. The
engsoeers have instruc tions to pick out the
more important bridges and repair themn first.
[Tnfortunarely most of the bridges un this
proj oct are eut of repair. I ivas hopeful that
wva wotîid flot neerl te repair tbem ail, except
on the more important highways of traffie. I
feci quite confident tisat the bridge my hoo.
fricnd mentions is hcing taken caro of, and I
shail be vc'ry giad to xvire out defloite in-
struîctions if he xviii give nie the exact loca-
tion.

Mr. GARLAND (Bow River) : I will hand
over thr. ierter te the minister. I rocoivetl it
onlv titis nserning, se lite will recognize that the
bridge iý a very recent cause of trouble. The
farmers in that district xvili be absoiutely un-
ahle te take advantage of the new raiiroad


