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Sirice ianding in this great country soine
four monthe back, an expression has oftqn
been used in connection wjth the Canadian
navy, not oniy in conversation with me, but
also in the press, which, to say the least of
it, is hardly as desirable as it might be. I
allude ta the termi 'Tin Pot.

I amn carry that' my han. friend from
Calgary (Mr. Bennett), is net bere to listen
ta what Commander Roper had to say
about himeself and the other members af
his party who used that terni.

Mr. BELAND: He is recuperating.

Mr. MURPHY: Probably. Commander
]Raper continues:

'Tinpot navy' je often, mach too oftsn,
used; and I have been ta some trouble te fid-
out the origin of -the term, and I have corne
ta the conclusion that it je used by somes of
those people who are in disagreement with
the present programme regarding the navy,
and I firmly believe that this disagreement
arises chieffy thraugh ignorance or want cf
thought.

Mr. LEMIEUX: That je the true Roper.

Mr. MURPHY: I will repeat those
wordsý

Through ignorance -or want cf thought. To
a large number af people, the beginunn and
end of a navy je ta b e reckoned in dread-
noughts, and alea as regards obtainin a flest,
ail that has to be donie je ta say: 'W'li have
a navy' and they expect ta fid a flest of
dreadnoughts floating on the St. Lawrence
next day. That, of course, je a slight exag-
geratian, but it je the principle on which they
work.

With regard ta Canada's ehars in Imperial
defence, a large faction 0nly had one aim in
view, namnely. the presentatian of a couple cf
dreadnoughts ta the Mother Country. There
arose other ideas, but vhatever they were, a
dreadnought vas invariably included, and s0
wheýn these people found that the Gavern-
ment proposai did not include a dreadnought.
they immsdiately designated At 'Tin Pot'
which, I think yen wiii -agree with me, je
rather a contemptuonus termi ta apy ta a
service whieh I sincerely trust and hope will,
in the near future, be looked upon with grati-
fication anud p ride by every so* ul who has the
hanour of cailing himelf or herself a Cana-
dianr citizen, and who ie consequently a mem-
ber of this great Empire of ours, the greatest
the venld has evenl seen.

To show you hov mach somes of these peo-
ple understand about what they are talking-
a gentleman came up ta me the other day and
said:- ' What I cànnat make eut le, vhat Can-
ada vante haîf a' dozen river destroyers for,
vhen the St. Lawrence je the only river they
can passîbiy be required ta verk on.',

ls it net tao bad that the hon. mnember
for Calgary is net in his place tai hear the
rest ai this paragraph?

I then had to explain ta. him that thee
river destroyers are ocean-going destroyers el
the very lateet type, but are technically knovz
as the river ciase, as they are named aftez

various rivers in Great Britain to distin-
guish them from. other classes. That, 1 think,
is a very good illustration of the amount of
knowledge possessed by seime of these people,
and 1 would advise themn to go and study
Brassey and other standard books, before
venturing to talk or write on that which
they know so littie about.

1 wouid say the came about came of my
hon. friends an the opposite side.

Now, a faeet is composed of varions classes
of ships, namely, battleships, cruisers, tor-

pedeocraft, fleet auxiliaries. 1 have no time
to-day to f ully explain the working of these
classes of vessaes in conneetion with one an-
other. Briefiy let me say that battieships are
the vessels which should bear the lirunt of
the lightingï and it je an admiral's duty to se
place his battleships that they vil 'n due
course meet those of the enemy. Nov, hie
cannot do this without information, and it is
the cruisers' duty te obtain and transmit
this intelligence. In other words, battleships
without cruisers are like blind'men without
a guide. During mny service in the navy, it
has been my lot to take part in six of the
annual manoeuvres while I vas serving on
the staff of the admirai in command of one
aide. From beginning ta end, it vas always
one cry ' information!'

The admirai can neyer be too weil informed.
Study the life of the greatest of ail naval
leaders, Nelson, and you. will find there that
hie one cry the vhole time was for cruisers.
Why P Because he wanted means of obtaining
information. Now, 1 have ne hesitation in
eaying tat, a t the prasent moment, Britain
has plenty of dreadnoughts. - But has she
plenty of cruisersP For an expression of opin-
ion I refer you to that distinguished sailor,
Admirai lord Charles Beresford, vho em-
phatically says she has not. When, therefore,
the question arises as to what share Canada
is to tales in Imperial defence, every detail
and item muet be considered. It je not that
Britain requires actual assistance fromn Can-
ada, so much as she requires that, in the
event of trouble, Canada viii to a certain
extent be able to look after herseif. The
present naval programme, namely, four cruis-
ers and six destroyers, je framed to meet the
existing situation, keeping in view the amount
of money available to the Government. These
cruisers aud destroyers wili also be a usef ai
addition to the Imperial navy in the case of
necessity. Dreadnoughts coet a lot of mcney,
they as take a large nurnber of men to man
them, and docks of the largeet capacity ta
hold themn. If, therefore, a policy including
dreadnoughts were embarked on, a very large
sumn of money would be involved, and pro-
bably consîderably more than Canada can at
present afford.

Mr. Speaker, I invite your particular at-
tention to thisi

If I vers asked as to the relative impor-
tance of the various items composing a navy
I sýhould place them. as f oliowe: Men, shipe,
docks. Personaliy I do not believe that we
take sufficient count of the personnel. The
wear and tear of a future naval war on a

Lhuman being wili be terrifie, and in my hum-
.ble opinion, cases will arise where the per-


