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what labor rights agreemnent, if one would be actually kept, would
be chosen? The NAALC or the eventual MERCOSUR's Charter of labor
rights? Perez-Lopez (1995: 473) proposed the establishment of a
hemispheric organizat ion that would secure the observance and
promotion of ILO conventions by nations of the hemisphere. Perhaps
a gjoînt vezntur,' between OAS and ILO could funct±on au a "pilot
proj.otm as to an~ evntual hei.m±pherîc organization. The OAS could
also function as a unique catalyst, ensuring that a Charter of
labor rights will be ]cept in any hemispheric econoTnic integration
process.

In any economic integration scenario, would it be xiecessary to
conclude a new labor side agreement for the Americas? Chile will
not probably be the leader of a continental economic integration,
followed by MERCOSUR countries and the other sub-regional economic
integration project in Latin Aierica. What is much more probable io
that MERCOSUR is and will remain the "leader project'" for a "South
American free trade area". The process for an eventua). South
American Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) is going ahead for many
years. On the other hand, negotiations for full accession o0f Chule
into NAFTA began after the 1994 Summit of the Americas. According
to Murphy (1995: 420), Chile's choice of NAFTA rather than MERCOSUR
is based on the f act that Chule should raise its average tarif f
level 11significantly"l to meet the MERCOSUR countries cQmmQU
external tariff. Brazil will probably act as the leader country of
SqAFTA. so that the final steD of the hemispheric ecQfonomic


