
and to avoid any tendency to seek the intervention of senior government,

influence. the Chilean judiciary functioned very weIl to produce satisfactory

settiements and accommodations. Not only were Chilean democratic

institutions strengthened by the process, but the population of Santiago can

look forward to the arnelioration of a da'ngerous environmental ha.zard that

threatened public health. In addition to the benefits for ail parties illustrated

by Nova's experience, Stedman stressed that economic liberalization and

foreign lnvestment in Latin America have opened many opportunities for

competition and participation. Local elites that otherwlse may have sought to

preserve non-competitive and privileged systems now have to pe-;mit broader

participation and in general to accept change. Delegates from the business

sector stressed that Canadian business investors in Latin Azuerica are ardent

supporters of democratic reform and the advaxicement of huxuan rights.

This discussion provoked a number of interventions by Ms. Kathryn

Oison of Earthkeeplng and other delegates who wondered whether the

fundainental objectives of business investors met the needs of civil society. It


