.' _more than a year.

ST. LAWRENCE WATERWAYS: The Minister of
National Defence, Mr. Claxton, on January 11,

. delivered an address at a dinner given at

Sault Ste. Marie by the Sault Ste. Marie
Regiment. Iie spoke, in part, as follows in his
references to the St. Lawrence Waterways pro-
ject:

"In the interest of National Defence and
Intemational Security the St. Lawrence Water-
ways project should be =tarted as soon as pos-
ible and pressed to completion.

"General economic benefits, transportation
and communication, power and iron-ore are
reasons which give the completion of the St.
Lawrence urgent priority in joint defence. Let
us examine each of these.

"". The completion of the waterways system,

 like every other major development of trans-
portation and power, would lead to the
expansion of the civilian economy and any
expansion in the industrial and economic
potential which inpeacetime leads to pros-
-perity and a higher standard of living,
also leads to an increased ability to arm
ourselves for our own defence. Here, in
this home of steel, there is no need to
remind you of what Hansa Baldwin said,
that it was ‘The factories of America, the

 industrial know-how of America and the
mechanical competenceof America . that
won the war. !

""2. In modern war the lines of communication

stretch all the way from the bagtlefront to
the factories and the full use of the St.
Lawrence would bring resources of the in-
terior of our continent clpser to any pos-
sible fighting front; it would permit the
more effective. mobilization of the indus-
trial potential of the continent; it would
make possible the construction of all but
the largest vessels in the industrial

. centres of the Great Lakes; it would provide
a means of transportation alternatxve to
the railways.

"3. We saw in the last war how important an.

+  ‘element was water power. You may remember
how it led us in 1942 to build at Arvida a
plant bigger than Boulder Dam in a little

The United States and
Canada need the full power potential of the
_ Lawrence now.

"4, The completion of the waterways would make
it possible for the great resources of iron
ore in northem Quebec and Labrador to be

made safely available to the smelters of

Canada and the United States.

(C.W.B. January 14, 1949)

"This matter has already received the at-

tention of the Permanent Joint Board of De-
fence. Ordinarily, its recommendations are not -

made public, but this was of such interest
that the recommendation of the Poard in May,
1947, was put in evidence by General Marshall
at a Congressional hearing. The Honourable
James V., Forrestal, Secretary of Defense of
the United States, gave evidence of the need
for the project. '

"In these circumstances,
ing that the Governments of the United States
and of Canada, accepting the advice of their
principal military and civilian advisers,. are
pressing for authority to proceed with the
completion of the St. Lawrence waterways as a
combined power and navigation project in the
interests of prosperity in peace and security
in war...."

ARMY STAFF COLLEGE: Fifty-nine students
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have been selected to attend the 1949 course
of the Canadian Army Staff College which opens
at Kingston next Monday, January 17, it was

announced on January 14 by the Minister of

National Defence, Mr. Claxton.

In addition to 55 officers of the Canadian
Army, the list includes two RCAF officers and
two British Amy officers.

Object of the course is to qualify officers
for second gréde staff appointments in all
branches of the staff and in both field and
static formations. The course has been divided
into theoretical and practical phases, the
first emphasizing tactics and the second half
concentrating on the preparation of training
syllabi and tactical exercises with and without
troops.

A change in command of the college will

take place mid-way through the course when

Lt.~-Cen. G.G. Simonds, CB, CBE, DSO, return's
in August from the United Kingdom to replace
the present commandant, Maj.-Gen. J.F.M.
Whiteley, (B, CBE, MC. These two high-ranking
officers figured in a two-year exchange in
1947, .

MEAT STOCKS: Stocks of meat in cold storage
on January 1 amounted to 50,754,000 pounds as .

compared with 45,311,000 on December 1 and
74,152,000 on the same time last year,

it is not surpris-

)
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