
A LATIN AMERICAN BASE

Cleaty, Chile offers sutntial opportne in ts own right ut part ofits atcionds the
potential for uslng a Chilean operation as a stepping stone ta orner markets in Latin
Ameriop. 01*l has entered into tracte agemnts wlth Bolivia, Colombla, Ecuador,
Veeul and Meio. The Canada-Chile Free Tracte Agreemet signed in Movember
1996 e ijntooc on July5,1997. The agemnt was modl after the NAFTA, and
should provdeeay ccsso to the NAFTA if desired. tI Octoher 1996, 0h11. gained

assciae mmbr satu wth he erosu trdebloc (Argentna, BraziU, Paraguay and
Uruuay. I i aio amemerof APCand is holding talks wtth other Latin American

contries andth Europea Union.. 0h11. is aproponent of free trad, and hotdthe
Summit of the Americas i April 1998, wheeh lhrty4four laeso h mrcsmt
discuss the Free Tracte Area of the Americas (FTAA). The FTAA wouid b. negotiated by
2005, and would create greater economic, poitical, and social cooeain mnth
nations of the Western Hemisphere
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