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STEPHEN 1EAC0CK

(By David M. Legate, atior of
Steph0xn Leacock:_ A Bio<graphy.)

Becsuse the~ idculous i.s a timees element of huiusn nature, Steph.nLeacock is a huois o ail seasons.. The. currnt celebratin of the centenearyof >his bit a established the enduring quality of some of hi* work. If to>dayit is now, at long last, being openly admdtted that h. never was much of apolitical ecoznomst the~ contiung sale. of h14s witty compstions attests hispermanent place in the..field of huorous 1jture. Interst in h±m knows noboundaries. In certain~ ca&ses h. 1as. been requir.4 redn in the high schoolsof Mscow; he ha ofe been quoted. by Poe4ing; and many of b4s 35. ausig
collecion~s have, been translated into. 17 languages.

Tis soimewhat comiplex personality cam ipnto the world ini thre villageo>f Swnore, Hamipshire, England, on December 30, 1869. For years h. had beewconfused about this vital statistic. Until his old age, Leacock was convincedhe ha4 been bornVp in ajme on te Isle of Wight.Th later hw r, wasthe, birthplace of hsgradfrjt1ir, whose family ha for 100 yeas one vneyards ini Madeira n a 4cuoe we.1thy ini th Britsh wine trade.

Stpe* laure-lovÈ fahrPtreoedwe ews1 with thedescendant of a long lie of Church of Engl1ish~ clrgy and acad4ic4as ofP distinctioni. This Agues Butl1er, four years his senior, was to prove an over-whelminxg inlence o he susqun bro4 of 11sn n duh

his son's aversionto wok took a ore*omnt mn affun Victoriafamilies. He~ shpe h ougmnadhs bride tSot Afrif, whr# afaring prperty had beep ogt t h e, Mups.Ptrfaldteea
Leacock then sent hi~s son off to farui ini Kans, Ahr P eter aginfiedBaclç he came to the Ile o~f Wight. After Peter had puttered aout the. southof Englandd4pig vaiu 4 eniXa1 job (and Stehe ha 4we n'h cn

Ontario.


