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NON-PROLIFERATION

General

o The oroliferation of weapons of mass destruction, associated technelogy and
expertise is the major international security issue.

o With the end of the Cold War and the rise of regional tensions, some states
have becorme more intent on acquiring weapans of mass destruction. The
proliferation of suzh weapons increases risks that regional canflicts will
escalate. It also heightens the possibility of accidental ¢r unauthorized use.

& More countries are developing nuclaar capabilities as well as missile delivery
systems. The build-up of sophisticated conventional arms can also heighten
regional tensiens, Addressing the underlying causes of arms buiid-ups is
essential, but not easy.

v International treaties, conventions and regimes can help ster the tide. The
experience in fraq has shown the challenges in verifying compliance.
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