
COV#LOMBIA IN -A NUT$HELL

GEOGRAPHY

Colombie le the fourth largest country in Latin America alter Brazil, Argentina andMexico and occuples a land area of 1. 14 million square kms., slightly larger thanOntario. ft le Iocated et the northwestern tlp of South Amerlos and thus hasextensive coastlines on both the Paciflc Ocean and the Carlbb.an Sea. Uponenterlng Colombie the Andes mountains break into three separate ranges runnIngsouth to forth. As a resuft 0f thils rugged topography the climate ranges fromtropical lowlands and Jungle to temperate altiplanos and snow-capped mountains.
Most of Colombia's 34 million people live on the mountain sIopes, In the fertilevallsys between the ranges, and on the savannah (altiplano) of Santafé de Bogoté.Lits expectancy et blrth averages 67 years and the aduft lfteracy rate is 88%.
The majr cities are the capital, Santafé de Bogoté, wlth e population of six million,Medefltn, 2.5 million; Cali, 1.6 million; and Barranquilla, 1 million. For administrativepurposes Colombla Is dMvded into 31 departments (provinces); plus the SpecillDistrict of Santafé de Bogoté.

POUTSOSs

'The Republlc of Colombia won Uts independence from Spain in 1810. It has epresidential form of govemnment Wth a division of powers amnong the executive,legislative and Judiclal branches similar to that of the 'United States.
The Executive Branch le headed by a President elected by popular vote for a four-year term. Immediate reelection is constitutionally prohlbited. The Presidentappoints Cabinet Ministers. President César Gavirla's termn 0f office expires inAugust 1994.


