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Major Airport Projects in Pacific Rim 
Could Give Canadian Exporters a Lift 

Airport, infrastructure and 
other major projects are taking off 
around the Pacific Basin—afford-
ing Canadian companies poten-
tial business opportunities that 
will stretch throughout the 1990s. 

But to take full advantage of 
such potential, Canadian firms 
must get in on the ground floor 
and maintain a high profile. 

Some are already doing that — 
most recently through participa-
tion in APEX'91; others shouldn't 
hesitate to test the waters. 

In addition to Hong Kong's mas-
sive US$18 billion Port and Air-
port Development Strategy 
(PADS) — in which some Cana-
dian companies already are in-
volved, other projects planned or 
underway include: 
• Construction of a new interna-
tional airport in Macao; 
• Construction of a new airport in 
southern China; 
• Construction of an airport .in 
Mongolia; 
• Plans for a new airport in South 
Korea; 
• BuildingJapan's Kansai Airport 
on an island near Osaka; 
• Plans for two mass•transit rail-
way projects in Thailand; and 
• Infrastructure projects in Tai-
wan and Singapore. 

Cornerstone of the PADS project 
is the construction of Chep Lap 
Kok airport for which the engi-
neering consulting firm Marshall 
Macklin Monaghan Ltd. (MMM) 
of Markham, Ontario, in associa-
tion with Wardley Capital Lim-
ited of Hong Kong, will serve as 
financial adviser on the airport 
planning phase. 

Scheduled forcompletion in 1997, 
the airport alone will require the 
reclamation from the sea ofenough 
land to cover almost 1,000 hec-
tares. The state-of-the-art airport, 
open 24 hours a day, will have two 
runways capable of handling 80 
million passengers and 4.4 million  

tonnes of cargo per year. 
Infrastructure required for PADS 

will include a five-fold expansion 
of the colony's container port (al-
ready the world's busiest); exten-
sive transportation links (high-
ways, freight/ passenger rail lines, 
a road tunnel and suspension 
bridges); a new town to accommo-
date 150,000 people; and the de-
velopment oflight industrial zones. 

To date, more than 50 compa-
nies, Canadian firms among them, 
from around the world have bid or 
expressed an interest in bidding 
on various PADS-related con-
tracts. The complete project is 
scheduled for completion in 2006. 

It was the PADS project in par-
ticular — and other regional 
projects previously mentioned — 
that brought 12 Canadian compa-
nies (four of whom participated as 
a result of a front-page article in 
the November 15 issue of Canad-
Export) to APEX'91, the Inter-
national Airport, Port & 
Transportation Development 
Exhibition held January 24-27, 
1991 in Hong Kong. 

"APEX is not just a show about 
the Hong Kong airport," said Mr. 
C.S. Lee, project manager for the 
Hong Kong Trade Development 
Council, one of the show's organiz-
ers. 

"This is a show about the infra-
structure development in the Asia-
Pacific region. The visitors came 
to show their expertise for projects 
all over the region." 

That's pretty much what Cana-
dian APEX participants did. In 
addition to serious inquiries relat-
ing to the Hong Kong project, a 
number of Canadian companies 
reported serious inquiries — and 
potential contracts — relating to 
projects in Macao, Mongolia and 
Singapore. Over a 12-month pe-
riod, they anticipate sales in ex-
cess of $15 million. 

"We don't expect any Canadian 

companies to walk away from 
APEX with signed contracts," 
Leslie Reissner, Assistant Trade 
Commissioner, Commission for 
Hong Kong, said prior to the open-
ing of the show. "We see this as the 
beginning." 

Another "beginning" and one 
which will help Canada maintain 
a high profile in the region will be 
Festival Canada'91, a series of 
Canadian activities planned for 
Hong Kong during the month of 
June. (These events will be pub-
lished in future issues of 
CanadExport). 

For further information on Hong 
Kong's airport/port development 
project — a Canadian trade com-
missioner has been assigned to 
PADS—contact Mr. Leslie 
Reissner, Commission for Canada, 
G.P.O. 11142, Hong Kong. Telex: 
(Destination code 802) 73391. 
Answerback: (73391 DOMCA HX). 
Fax: (011-852) 847-7441. 

Information on PADS, other po-
tential opportunities, APEX and 
possible future shows may be ob-
tained from Dan Mrkich, East Asia 
Trade Division (PNC), External 
Affairs and International Trade 
Canada, 125 Sussex Drive, Ottawa 
K1A0G2. Tel.: (613)995-6962. Fax: 
(613) 996-4309. 

The new address for the Com-
mercial/Economic division of the 
Canadian Embassy in the Nether-
lands is 25 Parkstraat, 2514 JD, 
The Hague. The new fax number 
is (070) 356-2823. 

The new address for Canada's 
Commercial Office in Barcelona, 
Spain is Travessera de les Corts 
265, ent la, 08014 Barcelona, 
Spain. Tel.: (34-3) 410 66 99. Fax: 
(34-3) 410 77 55. 
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