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necessary preparstions for the holdlng of the first snnuel
Conference (Genersl Assembly) of the Internstional Trade
Orgenization. Certein unsolved guestions, such as the relstlons
with the International Court of Justice, the Swiss problen,

and the avoiding of overlspping with other intergoveramentsl
orgenizetions concerned with economic developuent, elso hsd

been referred to the Interim Commission. Any country perti-
cipating in the Conference was given the right of membership

on the Interim Commission. All those countries who leter

signed the Final Act, with the exceptions of Bolivie, Ireland,
Portugel and Switzerlsnd, exercised this right. Lr. kex

Suevens of Belgium was elected Cheirman of the Interim Commis-
sion. Its sole task wes to elect an Executive Committee of -
eighteen members composed on the same besis as that provided

for the composition of the Executive Board of the Orgenizstion.
Consequently, the election of the Executive Committee provided

a useful test of the somewhat complicated formuls agreed upon
for the election of the first Executive Board. The formule
survived this test with flylng colcurs. Australia, Bepelux,
Brezil, Cansds, China, Colombis, Czechoslovakie, Egypt, El
Selvedor, France, Greece, Indis, Itsly, Mexico, Norwsy, the
Philippines, the United Kingdom and the United States were
elected members of the Executive Committee. The Interim Commis-
sion delegated sll of its functions to the Executive Committee,
which will report to the first annusl Conference of the Organi-
zetion. I was elected Cheirman of the Executive Committee

snd the Vice~Chairmen are Mr. Jean Royer of FPrance, Sir Raghsven
Pillsil of Indie, end XKr. Remon Beteta of Mexico. The next meet-
ing of the Executive Committee will teke place on sugust 25,
1o48, a8t Genevs, :

oS, This review of the difficult problems that con-
fronted the Conference and of the menner in which they were
solved will serve to explein why it .wss necessary to remain
four months in Havena. The Cherter that emerged ac a result

of these lengthy deliberations, while it represents some weeken-
ing from the Geneve draft, still mainteins ss the basic rules
fcr the conduct of international trade those principles which
must.be respected 1f the world is to enjoy once more the bene-
fits of multilatersl trade. As we have seen, the concessions
mede st Havans 1n order to secure & Charter ecceptsble to the
great mejority of the countries participsting in the Conference
did not go very fer beyond the concessions made at Geneve in
order to smooth the wey for the deliberstions at Havans. If
any Lerm had been done in the direction cf watering dowa the
rules enbodied in the original United States proprcsels, this
hed been done at Geneve to sn even greuter extent then at
Havens. Nor cen we consider the sdditional concessions granted
st Havena to be so serious as to represent “the straws that
breek the camel's back". .

66. The Csnadien Delegetion, in considerins the dis-
cherge of its responsibility of recommending to the Canadian
Government the acceptence of the Charter emerging st Havans,

hed decided on the axiom thet "po Cherter 1s better than e bed
Cherter".. They ceme to the conclusion thet the Havene Cherter
is pot & bed Charter. Its sttalnment cen be regerded as e
magnificent achievement when account 1s teken of the conditlons
preveiling at the time it was being framed. These oonditions
were much worse than those who conceived the originel proposals
had anticipated they would be, becsuse recovery from the after-
meth of war had proved to be slower then even the most pessimis-
tic of prophets had predicted. The Charter is a good Charter
in that it is flexible enough to take sccount of the very-

ing neede of many Adifferent countries. It permits the setting
up of an International Trade Organization whosg eventusl success
may prove to be because of, rather than in spite of, whet now
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